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Listening: Immigration Nation

The United States is a “country of immigrants.” People have been moving there for
hundreds of years. An important part of modern American cultural identity comes from the
immigration Europeans. They came to Ellis Island, a customs and immigration station

outside of New York City near the Statue of Liberty.

One important group of immigrants in New York City are Jewish people. Actually,
more Jews live in New York than in Israel! New York has a higher percentage of Jews than
anywhere else in the country. You can find Jewish culture all around New York city. New
York is famous for Jewish bread like bagels, challah, rye bread, and Jewish sweets. Jewish
culture also includes their language. Common words include chutzpah (a rude attitude),

shekels (money), and klutzy (clumsy).

Another big group of immigrants in New York and neighboring New Jersey are the
ltalians. Maybe you have seen Italian Americans criminals in movies like The Godfather or
TV shows like The Sopranos. However, Italian Americans are just like everyone else. They
like family, food, music, and traditions. New York pizza is famous Italian American food.
These “tomato pies” are usually about 35.5 cm big and cut into 10 slices. You can buy a $1
slice on the street, any time of day or night. Italian Americans also have some unique words,

like “agita,” meaning “stress.”

The history of diversity in the US is not always happy. There has always been racism
and hatred against new immigrants. Worse still, America had 200 years of legal slavery.
Countless black men and women were forced from Africa to work and die in America.
Slavery officially ended in 1863. However, racist laws and culture held black Americans back
for over 100 years after. Furthermore, slaves were taken from their homes and split from
their families. This means that few black Americans today know their family roots. Instead,
they were forced to create new cultures, language, and traditions in America. Black
Americans as a group have never been treated well in America. But today, people are

starting to recognize how much they have added to American culture and life.
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Reading: Immigration Nation

The United States is a “country of immigrants.” Of course, Native Americans lived
there long before any Europeans, Africans, or Asians immigrated to the continent. However,
people have been moving there from around the world ever since Europeans discovered it.
Much of the modern American myth has been built around the immigration of poor
Europeans who sailed across the Atlantic Ocean to seek a better life. They were processed
at Ellis Island, a kind of customs and immigration station outside of New York City and under
the watchful eyes of the Statue of Liberty. At the statue’s feet is engraved a poem by Emma
Lazarus (1880) beginning with the famous words “Give me your tired, your poor.” America

was the land of dreams and opportunity for many people across Europe.

One group of immigrants that became an important community in New York City is
made up of people of Jewish ancestry. About 9% of the city’s population is Jewish—more
Jews live in New York than in Israel!” Compared to the 3.5% of the national population that
has Jewish background, New York is certainly an exception.? This does not mean that there
is a Jewish Temple on every block of the city, but it does mean that Jewish culture is present
in many corners of New York life. This includes food: New York is famous for bagels, as well
as the bagel-like bialy, challah and rye bread, and other Jewish baked goods. It also includes
their Yiddish language: on the street, you might hear a frustrated cry of “oy vey!” or
complaints about the chutzpah (nerve) of a rude person, someone counting their shekels

(money), or laughing at a klutz (clumsy person) tripping over their own feet.

Another group of immigrants whose communities still color New York and
neighboring New Jersey are the ltalians. Italian Americans have a bad reputation as
mafiosos—organized crime families—an image cemented by the Francis Ford Coppola
Godfather films. However, contrary to the movies, Italian Americans are just like any other
community with their own food, music, and traditions. Pizza is popular around the world and
throughout the US. However, New York pizza is different from Chicago pizza (which is thick
and eaten with a knife and fork) and California pizza (which is thin and crispy like a cracker).
New York pizzas, or “tomato pies,” are usually about 14 inches (35.5 cm) in diameter, and
cut into 10 slices. In the city, it is common to buy a $1 slice on the street, any time of day or
night. ltalian Americans also have some unique words, like “agita.” Agita comes from the

word “agitate,” and literally means "heartburn,” but figuratively refers to “annoyance or

1 https://www.jta.org/2016/04/18/politics/7-things-to-know-about-the-jews-of-new-york-for-tuesdays-primary
2 https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2021/05/11/the-size-of-the-u-s-jewish-population/
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stress.” Few Americans outside of New York and New Jersey may know these words—that is,

unless they are “paesano” (fellow countrymen).

The history of diversity in the US is not always a happy tale. Once immigrants become
“Americans,” they often resist any newcomers. This has happened throughout history, and
continues today with prejudice against Latin American and Muslim immigrants in particular.
America also has a shameful history of about 200 years of legal slavery. This “forced
immigration” brought countless black men and women from Africa against their will. It is so
foundational to America that some people now argue that the country was not founded in
1776 like most history books say, butin 1619, when the very first black slaves were brought
to the continent. While slavery theoretically ended in 1863 with the beginning of the Civil
War, the effects of slavery—and racist laws and culture that continued for over 100 years
after—prevented black Americans as a group from making substantial economic,
educational, or cultural gains in society. Furthermore, as slaves were treated as chattel—
simple property to be bought and sold—they were ripped from their homes and intentionally
split from their families and loved ones. This means that few black Americans today are able
to trace their family histories back to a specific country or culture overseas. Instead, they
were forced to create new cultures, language, and traditions in America. While the
treatment of black Americans throughout American history has usually ranged from
inexcusable to inhumane, advocates and activists have also long fought to have their great

contributions to American life recognized and appreciated on a national scale.
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Vocabulary Practice

EBRICHTHFEIBZTOERMNOEATEEFELLS,

ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMILRTICHATHIHEEEZEAFL LS.

agitate

immigrated engraved complaints

resist substantial rip

contribution

1 | toremove something quickly, without being
| careful

5 |t make someone become nervous because
" | of worry or fear

3. | to come to live in a different country

4 something that you do to help achieve
" | something together with other people

5. | to fight against something

5 | tocut words, pictures, or patterns into the
" | surface of metal, stone, etc.

;| astatement that something is wrong or not
" | satisfactory

8. | large in size, value, or importance

Commenting Practice

TOERICDOWT, FTOELSIC1~5TRUVEL LD,

1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A TARRERGAL1DFTDOEREZEHL. B SARMIRTICENICH LTESDEREZDE

MZEBRSNEL &S,

1. |  would like to live in a different country. 12345

5 J.a’pan‘ls a country that anybody can enjoy 1 23 4-s5
living in.

3. | Japan should accept more foreign people. 12345

4. | The US is an open country for immigrants. 12345

5. | Protecting the border is important. 12345
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Germany: A Common European Culture?
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Listening: A Common European Culture?

When talking about different cultures living together in Germany, there's a term
that's very German and doesn't have a perfect translation: "Leitkultur." It means something
like 'guiding culture' or 'common culture'. This idea was first introduced by a sociologist
named Bassam Tibiin 1998. He talked about a European Leitkultur based on modern values.
Later, the discussion shifted to a German Leitkultur, with the idea that everyone in Germany

should follow the same values.

This debate is still happening today, often led by politicians who focus on
nationalism. They believe that each country should have one culture, made up of people
who are all similar in ethnicity and culture. This idea isn't new and has been used to force

people to assimilate throughout European history.

But Germany is a mix of different cultures. There are about 11.4 million people in
Germany from different countries, speaking different languages, and following different
values and beliefs. And Germany itself is a mix of ideas from different regions, like the
'‘German virtues' which actually originated from Prussia. Migration has always been a normal
part of German history. Even in the past, people moved to and from German territories for
various reasons. For example, after World War I, Germany experienced an economic boom
partly because of guest workers from Turkey and other countries. And historically, many

Germans also migrated to other countries, like the USA.

Today, about 26 percent of Germans have a migration background. But living
together with different cultures hasn't always been easy. During the economic boom, guest
workers were seen as temporary and weren't actively encouraged to integrate. This led to
some communities feeling isolated, and there was a divide between 'us' and 'them'. Even
in East Germany, where guest workers were also recruited, there was a sense of separation

from the local population. This led to a lack of understanding about migrants' needs.

Nowadays, there's more awareness about these issues. Many people and politicians
don't support the idea of one guiding culture anymore. With the arrival of refugees in recent
years, there's been a focus on integration and inclusion. The government supports migrants,
and there are volunteers helping them all over Germany. Schools teach diversity as a normal

part of life, and efforts are made to ensure that everyone understands and accepts it.

This is not just happening in Germany but throughout Europe. Embracing
multiculturalism is seen as essential for the future of Europe, moving away from the idea of

one guiding culture towards a more inclusive society.

15
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Reading: A Common European Culture?

When dealing with the issue of multiculturalism in Germany, there is no getting
around a term that is so German that there is no suitable translation for it. "Leitkultur" is a
German concept, which can be translated as 'guiding culture' or ‘common culture'." The
term was first introduced in 1998 by the German-Arab sociologist Bassam Tibi and from
2000 onwards took a prominent place in the national political debate on national identity
and immigration. Tibi argued for a European Leitkultur, a consensus of values based on the
values? of "cultural modernity". A short time later the discourse about a German Leitkultur
and a consensus of values to which every migrant in Germany should conform emerged.
This political debate still takes place today, carried by more nationalistic politicians and
based on the idea that different nations must consist of ethnically and culturally

homogeneous groups.

This idea is not new and provided the pretext for forced assimilation programs of all
kinds, for discrimination, disenfranchisement, expulsion, and ethnic cleansing throughout
European history. Yet most European countries are multicultural societies and countries of
migration. There are about 11.4 million people living in Germany who come from different
countries, speak different languages, and are guided by different values, norms and
religious beliefs. But you don't have to look at these 11 million people alone. What is
Germany? Germany in its present form was founded in 1871 and ended hundreds of years
of small states. The concept of Germany is thereby a jumbled mass of ideas from different
regions, especially often influenced by the domination of local rulers, such as the '‘German
virtues," which are actually Prussian in origin. The German population consists of various
subgroups, many of which differ more from each other than from members of the same

subgroup in another country.

Historically, migration to and from German territories has been a normal occurrence.
Routes in Europe are short enough to facilitate migration, migrant and seasonal workers,
refugees, and transients: all of these are not elements of globalization but can be
documented as early as the 17th century with the entry of Huguenots as religious refugees
into Prussia. The "West German economic miracle" after WW2 was fueled not least by guest
workers from Turkey and other countries, while German emigrants to the USA made up the
largest group of immigrants in the period from 1850 to 1890. With around 21 million

Germans, 26 percent of the population, have a migration background. However, the

1 Similar to the German Leitmotiv - leitmotif,
A fragment which ‘retains its identity” and can be clearly identified on subsequent appearances.
2 such as democracy, pluralism, tolerance and reason from religious revelation
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multicultural society has never functioned particularly well. During the time of the economic
miracle, people spoke of guest workers, i.e. workers who were only tolerated and were not
supposed to stay in the country for a long time. For many West Germans, the people from
Turkey seemed the most "foreign". They left their mark on entire neighborhoods in large
cities. What critics depreciated as "ghettoization" made it easier for new arrivals to find their
way around. While spontaneous integration began among some sections of the immigrants,
it was not actively promoted either by politics or by the population. One reaction of many
foreigners was to retreat into the private sphere and a vicious circle developed, which can

still be felt today and left an "us against them" principle in people's minds.

Atthe same time, however, the GDR, the East German state, should not be forgotten.
There, guest workers were recruited for 5 years from countries like Mozambique, Cuba,
Vietnam and Poland, but were more strictly separated from the population. Despite the
important role of these guest workers, the feeling developed that hardly any migrants were
needed, and to this day this is reflected in an imbalance between the number of migrants
in East Germany and West Germany and a latent lack of understanding about the needs and

wants of foreigners in the eastern regions of the country.

Today, the problem has been recognized and large parts of the population and
politics reject the “Leitkulturprinzip” and especially with the influx of refugees in recent years,
there have been far-reaching efforts to strengthen integration and inclusion. Migrants
receive support from the state and there are volunteers throughout Germany who try to
help. In kindergartens and schools, diversity is taught as normal part of life and everything
possible is done to ensure that children understand and embrace this principle. This
development is also necessary and underway throughout Europe in order to further
develop and strengthen the EU. “Leitkultur” is Europe's past, multiculturalism is the present

and future.
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Vocabulary Practice

ERICHTIIFEIFZTOFERNOBATEEZELELS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMILRTICHATHIHEEEZEAFL LS.

pluralism homogeneous virtue refugee

emigrant function strictly integration

1. | to work or operate

2. | a good moral quality in person

3 | aperson who leaves a country permanently to
" | live in another one

the existence of people of different races,
4. | religious beliefs, and cultures within the same
society

5. | exactly or correctly

the action of successfully joining or mixing with
a different group of people

consisting of people that are similar to each
other

g | @person who escape from their own country for
" | political, religious, or economical reasons

Commenting Practice
TOERIZDOWVWT, TOLSIC1~5TEUFELELS,
1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A SAHERERGHAD1DTDIOERZEHRL. B SARALRTICENICHLTESDEREZDE
MZEBRSNEL &S,

1. | Japan is a homogeneous country. 12345

2. | Immigrants should assimilate into the new country. 12345

3. | Immigrants should keep their own identity. 12345

4. | Japan should accept more immigrants. 12345

5 Japan .has tolerance toward people from other 1 2345
countries.
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Unit 2:
College/Education



College Education

HEL. EORRICE-TEELERTHY. BROREEMRISILTEER
BEZE->TVET, LHL. BIZE>THE~AD7TO—FRIELY ., TOHERE.
BEDEOCHRICKELENELDZEDADHYFT,

CDAZY FDTHFRAMI, KB, BEUVFAVICEBTE3BEVRATLOSESE
FLAEERY LFTHEY ., HHICHIT I SETFLTIO—FOEVIZENSH
2 LNFERA. BREEEZTHEITTH. 7AUND, BR, FAYTEHELE
BEABEKRERLET, TODEVWZEZZEEIT DI LF. HLE-OBFEFLZOEICH
TEL—MUGERZALIESITLEIL, SRITTLIETDHEEDEREZHK
LT B LITHEDLEMNBETLEL D,
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US: College Education

REBEREXEICEOTRBICELGLSZERNHYET. EVIDEHBEREDH
Bod. BEOBRLGEKALBBEEEZEHFET, £ECT, DAL=y FODTHR b
FREDKRZHERVRZOXIE (&< TKEEFE] EEDOLNDZID) ZRALE
ERS

BEZOKHBXRERELG—DODEWNT, KETREABLNFEICERTENICELSL
TWAIETY, DFEYFELEZ FEE] THHIERKIC TBESAI ELTED
ZABECHNZLDTY, TD=H, ZLORFORKT HH—ER, K. 74
ZTARENBROREFLELGYFET, ChIFEADRTLHYFT,

REDOKRFXIEDBEHSPELSLHY FIH., BENGERZEEL TIWIT
FRA. ChEBXREELST, FEVLRZOEFENEEMLGHRELY ., FEO
—VORBICKYRZETONGLSGo-HRAAEFNTEF L=, R, EHF
THEZLVETIHLLECHYFEFREA, COZEHNLGEBEHEZARELRL
T, ELELMNEFLVTL LD,
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Listening: College Education

College is important for many young people becoming adults. It is the first time living
away from home, often in a different state. It is similar to the experience of college in Japan.

However, there are also many differences.

In college in the US, students belong to the college, not a department. They can then
take any classes they want. Most bachelor’'s degrees are completed in four years. Masters'

degrees usually take two years, and doctorates can take between five to ten years.

One of the biggest differences is that American colleges spend much more money
on things outside of the classroom. College is a business and students are customers, good
facilities are good advertisements. Often, this means spending money on college sports
teams. Most colleges and universities also have fitness clubs, and many also have cafeterias
with many kinds of food. Schools also sell t-shirts, pens, folders, thermoses, and an endless

list of other goods in the university gift shop.

Housing is very different from Japan. According to JASSO, in 2018 less than 7% of
Japanese students lived in a dormitory. About 45% of American students 2017 were living
in school housing. Many student houses are new and expensive. Staff clean the hallways and
bathrooms, and the rooms have good furniture. Students who live on campus sometimes
go to morning class in their pajamas! They can also use their student IDs to pay at the

cafeteria.

Although that may sound like a lot of fun, there are downsides as well. Critics say that
US college students are not learning necessary life skills like cooking, cleaning, and
managing money. They say that students party all the time. About 40 percent of 18- to 24-
year-old Americans are enrolled in college. However, fewer than half are expected to
graduate. There are many reasons for the high rate of failure. Partying, drinking, and drug

use on American college campuses may be one.

Another major cause of student failure is the cost. In 2021, the average cost for
private universities was $38,185 per year. Public universities averaged $10,338. Private
universities are usually more famous, so students will take out large loans to go to them.
Both universities and the US government support students in need, but most still graduate
in debt. Some students try to save money by going to community college first. Students in
community college pay for each class they take, and can take those credits to a four-year
college later. One good thing is that student scholarships in the US are like gifts—unlike

Japan, there is no need to pay the money back, ever.
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Reading: College Education

College is an important step on many young peoples’ road to becoming an adult.
For many Americans, it is the first time living away from their parents, often in a completely
different state. In many ways, it is quite similar to the experience of college in Japan.

However, there are also many institutional and cultural differences.

Colleges and universities tend to use a liberal arts system. This means that students
matriculate into the college itself, not into a particular department. They can then take any
classes they want, as long as they fulfill the requirements of their program to graduate. An
associate’s degree can be earned in two years, and most bachelor’s degrees are completed
in four years. For graduate study (called “postgraduate” in Europe), masters’ degrees usually

take about two years, and doctorates can take between five to ten years of additional study.

One of the biggest cultural differences between Japanese and American colleges is
that the latter invests much more heavily in the extra-curricular aspects of the experience. In
many ways, college is a business and students are customers, so having the best amenities
is an effective way to advertise. Often, this means supporting college sports teams by
building expensive training and competition facilities. Most colleges and universities also
have fitness clubs to support student health, and many also boast multiple cafeterias with a
wide selection of foods. Many colleges become brands: most have a logo, school colors,
and ateam mascot...all are available for purchase on t-shirts, fancy pens, folders, thermoses,
and an endless list of other goods in the university gift shop. Room and board is one area
that is often quite different from Japan. According to an analysis of data from the Japan
Student Services Organization (JASSO), in 2018 less than 7% of all Japanese college
students lived in a dormitory." By contrast, about 45% of American students in a 2017 survey
were living in school housing on or off campus.? Student housing is a big industry, and while
many campus dorms are legacy buildings—some built over 100 years ago—many are newly
constructed, sometimes in a luxurious style, in order to make as much money as possible.
Staff regularly clean the hallways and bathrooms, and the rooms come stocked with good-
quality, durable furniture. When students live on campus, they are so close to the school
that some will roll out of bed and go right to morning class still in their pajamas! Students
can also get meal plans, so they can use their student IDs to pay at the cafeteria. Most
universities have at least one buffet-style restaurant, so students can sit for long hours eating

and drinking whatever they want, often while doing homework or socializing with friends.

1 https://www.athome.co.jp/contents/students/livingexpenses/percentage/, 02.05.2022.

2 https://www.wealthmanagement.com/student-housing/fall-2018-school-year-starts-strong-student-housing-sector
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Although the above may sound like a lot of fun and games, there are some
downsides. In fact, critics suggest that US college students are being coddled, and those
living in dorms are not learning necessary life skills like cooking, cleaning, and managing a
budget. Others worry that students see college as an opportunity to party all the time,
without parental oversight. According to the National Center for Education Statistics, 40
percent of 18- to 24-year-old Americans had enrolled in college.® However, the same source
reports that only 64% of students who started a bachelor’'s degree in 2014 had completed
their program within é years.* While there are many reasons for the high rate of failure,
widespread cultures of partying, drinking, and drug use on American college campuses

certainly contribute to it.

Another difficulty in attending college in the US and a major cause of student failure
is the cost. In 2021, the average tuition for private universities was $38,185 per year—not
including room and board. On the other hand, public universities averaged $10,338 for
students who live in the same state.® Private universities tend to be more prestigious, and
students will take out tens of thousands of dollars in loans to be able to attend them. Both
universities and the US government provide financial support for students in need, but many
graduate heavily in debt. Some students try to save money by attending a two-year
community college first. Students in community college pay for each credit they take and
can transfer those credits to a four-year college to complete a bachelor’'s degree. One
saving grace, however, is that student scholarships in the US are like gifts—unlike Japan,

there is no requirement to pay the money back, ever.

3 https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator/cpb
4https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator/ctr/undergrad—retention—graduation

> https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/paying-for-college/articles/paying-for-college-infographic
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Chunking Practice

ROBFRBICHLTIREON-FY BFIIERERT) . AXMHREHLEL &5,

ASARRERGALBRFEEEL. BSARALRTICELETIREORREEVEL &£ 5,

1. | WoDBTEMNTELT (5)

2. | REEDLDIZAET S (5)

BoNBEGEHEB-LTLLRY
(7)

4. | RHVER (6)

5. | MRMLBELAENVED (5)

BELBMERY Z A2 -EHDOANT
TT)T7EE-L>TLS (9)

7. | BAEhGEWNMEEDER (5)

8. | F¥YUNARANDELEE (6)

RECTMHMAMDHHREMNMEAFITD
(5)

10.| Ny FhoiEEELNY (4)

M. | RAEXFRT S (3)

12.| HodhEshd (3)

13.| £EICTREBGAFIL (3)

14.| PEEEETH_& (3)

15.| DRI LIZ (3)

16.| FAIKXFDFIPREN (6)

17.| FYHEBAHDIERALHSD (5)

18.| BT ERREE (3)

19.| 2BDEEEEFROZFEE (5)

20.| f=2=—2 DLy (3)

21.| REDBEDEL (7)
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Vocabulary Practice

ERICHTIIFEIFZTOFERNOBATEEZELELS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMILRTICHATHIHEEEZEAFL LS.

matriculate additional facility purchase

socialize downside critic contribute

a place, socially including buildings,

! where a particular activity happens

5 | 1O spend time people in order to enjoy
" | yourself

3 |t be formally admitted to study at a
" | university or college

4. | someone who give their opinion about

something

5. | to buy something

to be one of the reasons why something
happens

7. | more than was first mentioned; extra

the disadvantaged or less positive
aspects of something

Commenting Practice
TOBRIZONWT, TOL3I21~5TEUFEL LS,
1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A SAHERERGHAL1DTDIOERZEHRL. B SARALRTICENICHLTESDEREZDE
MZEBRNEL &S,

1. | Itis very meaningful to go to university. 12345
2 Extra-curricular activities are important for university 1 2345
students.

3. | Itis good to loan money for tuition. 12345

Students can earn enough money by working part-

. 12345
time.

5. | Financial situation affect a lot on education in Japan. 12345
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Germany: Education in Germany

A UTIE, EEWHEMBEEFRGDIBEICLG->THEY., DHFELHEHEEEIC3
BEHYFET, NV T ra—L, LT7LYa—L, FLFOILTT,

N T k¥ a—LU(Hauptschule)ld, HEHBEZROKTRICMET 2FKRTT . /)
VT a—LIE, RANTHEMNBIAXRIVICEREZESE, KETOREEZLEL
LAEVBERICHCODERELTEASNATVET, NI TrPa—L TR, K
A VEE. BF. HEE, RELLEOHMBTEREETLZITET,

L7 )Y 1—L (Realschule) (&, FFEHBFFAROPELAILTY, LTIV a—L
TlE, BEOEMHMLEF v 7. SOCEMEES-OOERFERAZBELTLE
9. HiE. BARZE., BFFLGLE, JYLELGEFEZTHIENTEET,

FLF DL (Gymnasium) (£, PELHEHBEDRSLARNILTYT, X LT DDA,
RELRNIILDEEDC LY EELGHEZVEL T IBEICUC-ODERFBIEREZE
WTWET, FLTDOOLDEREX, BEWNLGHEEZZITHAENTEET,
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Listening: Education in Germany

In  Germany, there's been a lot of talk about something called
"Akademisierungswahn," which means a strong push towards everyone going to university.
Over the past 20 years, the number of students graduating from Gymnasium, which is like
college preparatory school, has almost doubled. Some people wonder if this trend should
continue and if university should become the norm for everyone, like it is in other European
countries.Critics worry that because more students are going to Gymnasium and university,
the quality of education is dropping. This means that more students are entering the job
market with higher education, while jobs that used to be for students from other types of
schools are being overlooked. This can make it harder for students from those schools to

find work.

But let's go back to the beginning of the problem: the primary school
recommendation. This is a big decision for many kids because it can affect their future for a
long time. In Germany, after primary school, students have to choose which type of
secondary school to attend. There are three main types: Hauptschule, Realschule, and
Gymnasium. Hauptschule is more practical and prepares students for vocational training.
Realschule is also for vocational training but at a higher academic level. Gymnasium is the
highest level and prepares students for university.Parents have to decide which school is
best for their child around the fourth grade. More and more are choosing Gymnasium
because they think it gives their child the best chance for a good job in the future. Some
people think there should be a mandatory recommendation from primary schools to help
parents decide. In the past, this was common practice. Teachers would look at a student's

grades, abilities, and character to decide which school they should go to next.

But this method isn't perfect. Parents often want what's best for their child and may
not agree with the teacher's recommendation. Critics say this is one reason why more
students are going to Gymnasium now. However, teachers can't be completely objective
either. They only see a student for a short time and might not know about their home life or
have biases. So, what's the solution? It's hard to say. But one idea is to give parents better
advice so they can make informed decisions. Another important thing is to show parents the
different options available and how students can switch between schools if needed. This
brings us back to the bigger issue of everyone going to university. Critics worry about the
quality of education dropping and more students dropping out. But instead of limiting the
number of students, maybe we should focus on providing better support and guidance to

help all students succeed, no matter which path they choose.
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Reading: Education in Germany

"Akademisierungswahn" ("academisation mania") is the catchword that has been
used in Germany for decades to discuss the current school system in a highly controversial
way. The number of Gymnasium, or college preparatory school, graduates has almost
doubled in the last 20 years. Should university studies be the norm in the future, as in other
European countries? Critics claim that the standard at schools and universities is falling
dramatically due to the higher numbers of pupils and students. As a result, more students
graduate Gymnasium, Germany'’s highest school track, and are entering the job training
market previously dominated by Hauptschule and Realschule; higher education and
universities are overflowing, while pupils with lower education have a harder time finding
employment. No judgement shall be made here about the accuracy of these theses. To
survey the entire discourse would easily go beyond the scope of this text, but a look at the
earliest aspect of the problem should be interesting. After all, for many children the "primary
school recommendation" represents the first major break in their lives, which in some cases

influences them for a long time.

So, what is this primary school recommendation? For this purpose, let's take a brief
look at the education system, which in Germany is a matter for the federal states and usually
includes free education. After pre-school facilities such as kindergartens, German pupils
attend primary school (grades 1-4). Compulsory schooling begins at the age of six. After
grade 4, the child switches to one of three types of education. The types of school in
Germany vary from state to state, but the core build the Hauptschul-, Realschul- and
Gymnasium strands of education. The Hauptschule is the most practical route and prepares
pupils for vocational training. After finishing school, after the 9th or 10th grade, pupils are
expected to visit a vocational school. This next type of school is the Realschule. This is also
intended for vocational training after 10th grade and teaches at a higher academic level
than the Hauptschule. The highest form of school is a Gymnasium, which prepares students
for higher education. After 12 years, students earn the Abitur (similar to A-levels in GB) by
passing an oral and written examination. Every student with an Abitur from a Gymnasium

must be admitted to a German university, but there is no guarantee of a course of study.

So where should a child go after primary school? At the beginning of the fourth
school year, parents have to decide. More and more are opting for the Gymnasium, not
least because some believe that children have to take the Abitur to have good chances on
the job market. For this reason, the reintroduction of a binding primary school
recommendation has been discussed in some federal states for years. Here, the primary

schools determine which secondary schools the fourth graders attend. Until about 20 years
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ago, this was the standard. The teachers looked at the pupils' aptitude, grades and character
and determined their further path in life. But how fair is this method? As parents presumably
only want the best for their children and view them more positively than the reality, they
have the reputation to override non-binding recommendations. This is a reason that critics
see non-binding recommendations as a core reason for the increasing number of high
school graduates. On the other hand, it is not as if teachers can be 100% objective. They
only see a pupil for a limited time, know nothing about the learning conditions at home and

may have prejudices, although of course this should not happen.

The pressure to perform and the stress of pupils increases if teachers are the sole
deciders. So, what to do? There will never be a fair solution that makes all sides happy.
Academisation is a development that will proceed, as many apprenticeship professions also
require a higher level of education. The best solution seems twofold. On the one hand,
parents must be well advised so that they can make a good decision in the interest of their
children. On the other hand, even more important is to educate them about the methods
that the state has created to guarantee an increased permeability between the schools. Only

like that, schools can cover alternative development paths.

This brings us full circle to the debate on academisation. If the drop-out rates at
universities and the declining quality of education are criticized, the counter-question arises
as to why this has to be synonymous with more students? Dropout rates also exist in
apprenticeships, and it is the task of the education providers to prevent a decline in the
quality of education. Rather, as with the primary school recommendation, counselling offers
should be promoted, and the opportunity grasped to obtain interested and motivated

students who would have fallen through the cracks in the old ways.
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Chunking Practice

ROBFRBICHLTIREON-FY BFIIERERT) . AXMHREHLEL &5,

ASARRERGALBRFEEEL. BSARALRTICELETIREORREEVEL &£ 5,

1. | BEWIZERSNT (5)

2. | CT20&TIFIFBEL (8)

3. | &fzYmEICES (3)

4. | TTTIIHERLEL (6)

5. | AEIZBITSRPDNIER (7)

6. | BIBFDEE (5)

7. | 6BRTHEIEHRHE (8)

8. | BEiEI<HEAS (5)

FAYDKRZIZAFET 5 ENFFRIS
nd (6)

10. | RESAALZL (4)

Gymnasium ZESANEAEAEZ S
(8)

12. | £/EDBEIE. AR, 4 (6)

11.

13. | RELYIEEMIZRTLS (7)

14. | ERADICHEWNHEEEZET (3)

FYUBWLWLRNILODEBEZVLELT S
(8)

16. | RWRETZT S (4)

15.

17. | ZRED/AZEZICLI=CE (6)

18. | RBEMNGERZRRMT D (4)

A D CIENELETLESITHAS S
(6)

19.
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Vocabulary Practice

ERICHTIIFEIFZTOFERNOBATEEZELELS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMILRTICHATHIHEEEZEAFL LS.

compulsory vocational aptitude objective

prejudice sole apprentice synonymous

providing knowledge and skills that
prepare someone for a particular job
based on real facts and not influenced by
personal beliefs or feelings

an unfair and unreasonable opinion or

3. | feeling, especially because of lack of
thought or knowledge

mandatory; something you must do it
because of a rule or law

someone who works for a skilled person
5. | for a particular period of time, in order to
learn that person's skills

6. | having the same meaning

7. | a natural ability or skill

8. | being one only; single

Commenting Practice
TOERIZOVWT, FTOK3IC1~5TEUFL &S,
1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A ZARRERLGAS1DFDOEREZEHRL. B SARMAMIRTICENICH LTESDEREZDE
MZEBRNEL &S,

1 Young children can make a right decision for their 1 2345
future.

5 Elemehtary s.chool teachers can make a better choices 12345
for their pupils.

3 Pare.nts should involve into children’s decision 12345
making.

4 People should be able change their educational path 1 2345
freely.

5. | More people should get higher education today. 12345
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Unit 3:
Shopping



Shopping

avEVIEHEERIE, BRERICEVWTEELEEZR:L. FZITT
BEPHEERICIEEERIFLTVET, HEXTRLIL. MOY—EX%2#E
JLEEBET A LA, FROURMIMNZRI-ODEELERTHIEERDC
ETT, ELMIZTHLEVS51TAIE. BALUHRERICEEZEZAXLRE LY
S2TWET,

HEIFRIFT., LELEEAEERFLEELTEY., TITR, BRAPY—EX
ZRF/ITDCENEEDTELGHMELG>TUVET, COLILGREFTIE, LE®
=740, LELIZHEBZOREORBFZIRZELT. BRZEBATSELEDS
[CERBI A LTEELRRENZRLLFET, HIAK. BEFYR—2UTH, BRED
DHIERVCAA—CERAVTYEREEHE L., ERICLREGULEOEREREAY
LRI CEAHYFET,

HAHRICETELVIAVEVITPHEIRORIZHMAT FIBFER. TOHR
DXEPMERICOVWTEELGIMRZBACEATEFY,, HEFTRIHTEMGR
RTIN., TOENFPLPEEEEHN. BFH, BLEMUEERICEI>THLRTT,
COLEYIDHMRZRBLT, HEXIENEDISICELHIHEZRAL, ALD
TATUTAT4. HB&., EBERICEDLSILEEEZEZIINTERTLHL
NTEFET,
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US: Changing Consumer Culture in the US

CDAZY FTREICEFTIEVVYXIEZEEHNGEHEN BN LET . EiR.
RXTIEIFMICEETRAVHY FEADN, REMGTENERELTVEY, BEM
BYELEDT, 70FK00P LI DBEAEFET, BEBICTE>TWHERIZAST
WEY,

WA ESIHIFRIICL T, RELBXRLHEEFEHRRIZG>TWWEY, 1=2/=80
ENTOO0OFZHIEMADHEXLDERNAECE--TWEL, CESHHEE
TlX DHEE] EVWSBEERENEEoCELEN2TLED, EVWSTET,
SEOXEFHEEMRICETAEMIICBRELTWASCLEFHEBTILEN
HYET,

ZLTHEBHRIZTABWLWTH, BRELBLITHETENERIELTWEET, HE
BEOFALHNIEL, EXEOEELHYFES, COZEMIDHFT, IRELLTOS
BEWWEREXDFARZRESILT DEENEICSI25BYUENELTWET, TOHA
MoEEH. EMNSISERYENTEH LTS, SED-OHITIEAZEILL TLY>TL
DM, BRI SHELVTLEL D,
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Listening: Changing Consumer Culture in the US

Shopping is an important part of US culture. Shopping is often a social activity,
entertainment, and a way of creating your identity. A lot has changed over the past 40 years

in how, where, and why Americans shop.

In the 1970s and '80s, small stores called "boutiques” were popular. However, in the
1990s, large companies started building “big box stores.” These stores sold one type of
product, like electronics or sporting goods. They had low prices, and drove many small

shops out of business. Now, online shopping is hurting the big box stores.

Online shopping is not very new. Shopping by mail has a long history. The Sears
Catalog, which sold everything by mail, was very popular. Online shopping started in the
1990s, and has grown since. 2022 was the first year when consumers spent more than

$1,000,000,000 online.

One type of store that s still popular is the large discount retailer. They are like super-
sized big box stores. Instead of selling one category of product, they sell everything. They
focus on selling lots of cheap things. They get customers to buy everything they need all in
one place. You can buy things for your car, baby clothes, computers, and toys all in the same
store. They even sell food. It is hard for small businesses to compete. When small stores

close, more and more people must shop at these discount stores.

Convenience and saving money are constant themes in US shopping. In a “car
culture” like the USA, people often buy 1-2 weeks of food at once. Americans also buy “value
packs,” buying large-sized items. If you have storage room, you can usually get a cheaper
price by buying lots at the same time. This combines convenience and savings. Additionally,
Americans use credit cards and debit cards a lot. It more convenient and safer than walking

around with lots of money.

On the other hand, the pursuit of value and convenience has some problems. First,
many people spend too much money with credit cards. In fact, scientists say that people
spend less money when seeing dollar bills leave their hand than when using a credit card.
Also, the US economy is relies on cheap products from other countries. American
companies often cannot compete with foreign companies who pay workers very little. That
means that a lot of American dollars go to other countries. Often, the money goes to
companies which do not pay their workers well or keep them safe. Finally, the rise of online
shopping has also increased the amount of cardboard and other packaging waste. Simply,

convenience always comes with a cost.
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Reading: Changing Consumer Culture in the US

Shopping has been an important part of culture in the US for a very long time,
especially for young people. In a consumer society, shopping is often a social activity, a form
of entertainment, and a method of creating one’s identity. A lot has changed over the past
40 years in how, where, and why Americans shop, and there may be some interesting

differences from Japan.

There are some interesting historical shopping trends. In the 1970s and ‘80s, small
specialty stores called "boutiques” were popular. However, in the 1990s, large corporations
started building “big box stores.” These were giant stores selling one type of product, like
electronics or sporting goods. These stores had lower prices and more inventory than the
boutiques, and drove many out of business. Now, online shopping has begun to put many
big box stores out of business. Online shopping is not a very new concept. Shopping by
mail has a long history. In fact, flipping through the huge Sears Catalog, which seemed to
sell everything, used to be a national pastime, especially before Christmas.' Online
shopping first began in the mid-1990s, and has grown exponentially since: according to the
National Retailer's Federation, 2022 will be the first year when consumers spend more than
$1,000,000,000 online.? This means that fewer and fewer people shop as a public, social
activity. In fact, so many giant shopping malls have been left empty that some adventurous
photographers have started exploring the creepy, empty spaces.?® One type of physical
store seems like it is here to stay: large discount retailers. Several such chains exist in the US,
and they are like super-powered big box stores. Instead of specializing in a single category
of goods, they sell everything. They focus on selling a high volume of cheap goods, and do
so by getting customers to buy everything they need all in one place. You can buy car
accessories, baby clothes, hardware, electronics, and toys all in the same store. They even
sell food. They make it very difficult for small businesses to compete, and so many people
dislike using them. At the same time, however, less competition means that more and more

people are shopping at these discount stores.

The history of shopping in the US seems to continually pursue convenience and cost-
effectiveness. For example, instead of traveling to four different boutique electronics stores
to compare products, with big box stores you could compare all of the electronics in one
place. Now, with discount retailers, you can buy electronics in the same store as gardening

equipment, school supplies, and groceries. Otherwise, you might just buy everything from

1 For an example, see: The Internet Archive,Sears 1970, https://archive.org/details/1970-sears-christmas-wish-book_202208.
2 https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-consumers-spend-record-1-trillion-online-2022-report-2022-03-15
3 https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/in-pictures-america-s-eeriest-abandoned-shopping-malls/ss-AA113uzb
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an online discount retailer and save yourself the trip. Convenience and savings are a
through-line of the history of US consumerism. Of course, this is an over-generalization, but
in a “car culture” like the US, it is often easier to shop for 1-2 weeks worth of food or other
items than to go out every other day. Americans also tend to buy “value packs”—that means
buying in bulk. If you have room to store extra dry goods—items that won't go bad—you can
usually get a cheaper price by buying lots at the same time. This combines convenience and
savings. Additionally, Americans use credit cards and debit cards for almost all purchases.
It more convenient and safer than walking around with lots of cash, and many credit cards
offer rewards like a percentage of “cash back” or airline miles. If you plan well, a credit card

can actually provide a lot of value.

On the other hand, the pursuit of value and convenience has a darker side. First of
all, many people overspend with credit cards and end up in debt. In fact, there is
psychological evidence that people feel more “pain of paying” when they see dollar bills
leaving their wallet than when invisibly transferring money from a plastic credit card.*This
makes it much easier to spend money you shouldn't. Also, the US economy is heavily reliant
on importing cheap goods from other countries. American companies often cannot
compete with low-wage foreign competition. That means that discount retailers send a lot
of American dollars overseas, often to companies which do not pay their workers a decent
wage or provide for their safety. Finally, the rise of online shopping has also dramatically
increased the amount of cardboard and other packaging waste. In a word, convenience

always comes with a cost.

4 https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-science-behind-behavior/201607/does-it-matter-whether-you-pay-cash-or-credit-card
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Chunking Practice

ROBFRBICHLTIREON-FY BFIIERERT) . AXMHREHLEL &5,

ASARRERGALBRFEEEL. BSARALRTICELETIREORREEVEL &£ 5,

1. | EEGXED—# (5)
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5. | XEERE (3)
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8. | ERMIRETH>1= (6)
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#ET S (5)
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18.| FEHEL (3)
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Vocabulary Practice

ERICHTIIFEIFZTOFERNOBATEEZELELS,
ASAHRRERGALEREZEL. BEARKMLRTICHATHHEELEZEZFLL . o

boutique retailer convenience cost-effectiveness

save pursuit transfer wage

1. | the action of trying to get something

5 thg quality of being useful, easy, or
suitable

3 | @personor business that sells goods to
" | the public

a small business that sells a particular
product or service

5. | to avoid using or spending

6. | good value for the amount of money paid

to move from one place or place to

7.
another
g |2 fixed regular payment earned for work
" | orservice

Commenting Practice
TOERIZOVWT, TOXSICT1~5TREUEL &S,
1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A SAHERERGHAL1DTDIOERZEHRL. B SARALRTICENICHLTESDEREZDE
MZElR~FEL LD,

1. | I like shopping in the physical shops. 12345
2. | | prefer to pay cash. 12345
3. | I'keep a record the money of | spend. 12345
4. | I'think the minimum wage is reasonable. 12345
5. | College students should work part time 12345
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Germany: Stinginess is Cool
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Listening: Stinginess is Cool

"Stinginess is cool" was a popular slogan on German TV screens at the start of the
2000s. It was created as an ad campaign for the electronics store Saturn and really sums up

how German shopping has changed.

One of the earliest examples of this change can be seen with Aldi, a discount grocer.
It started as a small corner store in Essen in 1913. But things changed when the Albrecht
brothers took over. They started offering basic supplies at low prices, with a small selection

and fewer staff. People loved the cheap prices, and Aldi grew fast.

While other stores focused on being friendly and helpful, the discount model took
off in Germany. Discounters offered fewer products, kept things simple, and sold items
straight from shipping boxes. Cashiers had to be quick, and if they weren't needed at the
register, they had to help out in the store. This efficiency meant lower prices for customers,

especially appealing to those with less money.

With the Euro introduced in 2002, prices rose, and the "Stinginess is cool" mentality
got even stronger. People saw saving money as a fun challenge, not just a necessity.

Bargains and low prices became normal, and saving money became a national hobby.

People went to great lengths for discounts. Price wars led to lower prices in Germany
compared to other countries. Customers paid as little as 49 cents for a liter of milk. But this

hurt traditional retailers, and many stores closed as people shifted to shopping online.

The rise of the internet changed everything. Why go to stores when you can get
things cheaper online? Even big stores like Saturn and Media Markt suffered. People would
check out items in person, then buy them online to save a few euros. This meant less
business for city center stores, and many closed down. Downtown areas suffered, affecting

tourism and restaurants.

In the 2010s, cities had to come up with new plans for downtown areas. They had to
show people the downsides of being too stingy and try to save the local economy. But with
the pandemic, many plans were put on hold, and we'll have to wait to see how things turn

out.
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Reading: Stinginess is Cool

"Geiz ist geil" ("Stinginess is cool") sounded thousands of times from Germany's TV
sets at the beginning of the millennium. Developed as a simple advertising campaign for
the electronics discounter Saturn, no slogan better describes the development of German

shopping culture than this one.

One of the earliest origins can be found in the discount grocer Aldi, which has its
origins in a small grocery store in Essen and today split into two globally operating
companies, separated by region. Founded in 1913 as corner store, i.e. a store with a service
counter and loose goods. This represents the typical German supermarket concept before
the second world war. Its significance changed when the brothers Karl and Theo Albrecht
took over the business. In the context of food shortages in the post-war period, they
developed a concept of stores with basic supplies at low prices. Small selection and
reduced number of employees allowed cheap prices for customers, who were only too

happy to accept this and allowed rapid expansion.

While other stores emphasized customer friendliness and service, the discounter
principle developed at breakneck speed in Germany. Discounter means in this case the
renouncement of a broad assortment as well as easily perishable goods. The stores were
kept very simple, and the goods are offered directly from the shipping cartons. Cashiers
had to have prices in their heads and be able to enter them quickly into the register to
reduce waiting time. If the cash register was not needed, the employee had to take care of
the store. Idle time is not appreciated in this concept. “Time is money”, a fact which you can
see in a race which developed between cashiers entering merchandise and the customer
bagging the scanned items to make room. The price advantages were passed on to the
customer and this concept was particularly popular with the poorer sections of the
population, so that many stores adopted these ideas and principles or adapted them to

their concept.

But let's finally get to the " Stinginess is cool " mentality. As described, stores like Aldi
laid the breeding ground for discounters and accustomed the German population to this
concept. With the introduction of the Euro in 2002 came the accompanying perceived and
real inflation and Saturn's new slogan, and it would fundamentally change business. Who
needs service and contact with people when you can get something cheaper? The decade
of bargains, permanent low prices and exclusive offers began. Saving was not only a survival
strategy for the poorer parts of the population, but all of Germany began to see "stinginess"

as a popular sport.
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People went to great lengths for a few euros discount. Price comparisons led to an
incomparable price war, which can be seen from the fact that Germany paid far less for
groceries than other European countries for a long time. The resulting price war was good
for customers, who paid for example as little as 49 cents (60 yen) for a liter of milk. Chains
flooded the city centers and the established retail trade could no longer hold on. One city
center began to resemble another; the flair was lost. What no one expected at the time was

the blossoming of the Internet.

The Internet changed many things. Why go to stores when everything is cheaper on
the Internet? Saturn and Media Markt, two of the biggest proponents of the “cheap at all
costs principle”, were also its first victims. The customers moved on. Looking at the desired
object once in person is one thing, but afterwards you can still save a few euros online.
Suddenly, discounters in the city centers had to cut back and many stores closed. Outside
of larger city shopping centers, many downtowns slowly died and even the larger shopping
centers are not doing well. Now you might ask where is the problem in this development?
The death of downtowns is taking a toll on tourist numbers, restaurant business, and many
other areas. Accordingly, in the 2010s, the cities were forced to develop new concepts for
the city centers, to explain the disadvantages of stinginess mentality to the population and
to save the economy in the cities. No one can say today whether this would have succeeded,

because Corona stopped many plans and only in a few years will the development be seen.
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Chunking Practice

ROBFRBICHLTIREON-FY BFIIERERT) . AXMHREHLEL &5,

ASARRERGALBRFEEEL. BSARALRTICELETIREORREEVEL &£ 5,

1. | ERIEI—ILE (3)

2. | 2000 &E£{t#05E (6)

3. | BREHMAE (2)

4. | EoEYBEMR (2)

5. | BERZESISHE (4)
6. | EAMEFTARZEEMET (5)

7. | KEHFET (6)

REG (FX) KZERREICLE
(3)

9. | BAGBLT (3)

10. | AT LER (3)

1. | FEBREZESTHIZ (4)

12. | EBERAREFIFSAGL (4)

13. | BEHRITETLSNSD (6)

14. | BEIEDREKREE-T- (6)

15. | BILEIZIFFz—2MNEIL (5)

16. | BRTED/INSEE (3)

17. | IBWLWAEL G271 (5)

18. | “‘BMBIBMAHS" (5)

19. | ERBEIZ (2)

20. | HA—OEHKNT S (4)

21. | IhEREGCSND (4)

22. | BATBHEFZEFE5EZ5 (6)

23. | TBITERHOENEE (5)
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Vocabulary Practice

EBRICHTHFEIBZTOERMNOEATEEFELLS,

ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMILRTICHATHIHEEEZEAFL LS.

stinginess expansion renouncement

merchandise

accustomed resemble proponent

principle

1. | giving up something formally

the increase of something in size, number,
or importance

a person who speaks publicly in support
of a particular idea or plan of action

4. | unwillingness to spend money

a basic idea or rule that explains or
5. | controls how something happens or
works

6. | goods that are bought and sold

to look like or be like someone or
something

8. | familiar with something

Commenting Practice

TOERICDOWT, FTOELSIC1~5TRUVEL LD,

1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A SAHERERGHAD1DTDIOERZEHL. B SARALRTICENICHLTESDEREZDE

MZzlR~EL LD,

1. | I'like shopping in the discount shops. 2345
2. | llike shopping in the second-hand shops. 2345
3. | I often use online shopping. 2345
4. | Ilike shopping in the small local shops. 2345
5. | A big shopping mall should be in the city center. 2345
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Transportation Introduction
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US: Trains, Planes, and Automobiles
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Listening: Trains, Planes, and Automobiles

America is often called a car society. 76% of Americans went to work by carin 2021.
Going out for a drive on the weekend with no goal in mind used to be popular, too.
Americans also like “road trips,” driving across whole country with family or friends. These
can be planned, or they can be free. Traveling by car gives the freedom to your schedule

easily. Still, cars are not the only way people travel.

Trains have been important in many countries around the world. After coming to the
US in the early 1800s, they became the main way to transport things between cities. Trains
continue transporting everything today. Of course, trains also carry people. Historically,
trains had a very special image. The Oriental Express was a famous fancy train. In 1867,
George M. Pullman tried to copy it in the US. He made the famous “pullman cars,” which
were like hotels and had electric lights and beds. Although pullman cars ended in 1969

because of car culture, they are still an important part of US transportation history.

When people think about travel today, they probably think of airplanes. They are
expensive and uncomfortable. Still, considering time, money, and bags, airplanes are often
the best way to travel far. This is important, because the United States is a big country. Your

destination might be more than 10 or 20 hours away by car.

The airline industry has changed recently because of security concerns. Getting on
an airplane used to be very easy. After the attacks on September 11, 2001, airports started
using machines to check bags and people for weapons. Soon after 9/11, the “shoe bomber”
hid weapons in his shoes. As a result, you now have to take off your shoes before going on
an airplane. The government also started putting police on flights. This has scared some
people and annoyed lots of others. Actually, a 2015 report found that airport security missed
95% of the weapons and explosives during tests. On the other hand, 3,200 guns were taken

by airport security in 2020, so maybe it is working.

Of course, Americans walk and ride bicycles, too. This saves money and is good
exercise. Public transportation is also important. People go to work every day on buses,
subways, and light rail. Buses are a cheap option in every city. Chicago has the “L,” a train
raised above the city streets. Other cities have modern rail systems that are cheap, fast, and

reliable.
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Reading: Trains, Planes, and Automobiles

America is often said to be an automobile society: Americans drive for both work
and pleasure. A whopping 76% of Americans in 2021 commuted to work by car—down
almost ten points from 2019, before the Coronavirus pandemic.” On the other hand, the
practice of a “Sunday drive"—going out for a leisurely drive on the weekend with no
particular destination in mind—used to be so popular that there is a Wikipedia entry about
it. Another popular diversion is the “road trip,” taken across multiple states or the whole
country, either with family or friends. These can take a lot of planning, but many people just
like to “wing it” and figure out the details on the way. Traveling by car offers the freedom to
change one’s destination and schedule on a whim. That said, cars are far from the only way

people move around the country.

Trains have been important for modernization in many countries around the world.
Within 50 years of their introduction to the US in the early 1800s, they replaced rivers and
canals—artificial rivers—as the main method of transporting goods between cities.? Trains
continue transporting everything from consumer goods to oil today. Of course, trains also
carry people. While Americans today often think of lumbering freight cars or the cheap and
spartan, quasi-publicly owned Amtrak, historically, trains had a very different image. The
Oriental Express is famous for its luxurious amenities; in 1867, George M. Pullman
attempted to replicate the experience stateside. He did so by designing his famous pullman
cars, which were like five-star hotels on wheels, including electric lights and sleeping
accommodations. Although his company had to discontinue the pullman carin 1969 due to
the rise of the automobile, the mark it left on American history and travel culture cannot be

ignored.®

When people think about long-distance travel today, they are more likely to picture
an airplane than a train. Airplanes can be expensive, and flying economy class is usually not
very comfortable, especially for people with long legs. Still, considering time, money, and
luggage, it is often the most realistic way to travel long distances. This is important, because
the United States is a huge country, and one’s destination—be it a business meeting, family

gathering, or vacation destination—could very well be more than 10 or 20 hours away by car.

The airline industry has changed dramatically over the past few decades due to
security concerns. While getting on an airplane used to be (almost) as easy as walking

through a metal detector, security measures grew after the terrorist attacks on the World

1 https://www.statista.com/chart/18208/means-of-transportation-used-by-us-commuters/
2 https://www.britannica.com/technology/canal-waterway/United-States.
3 https://www.nps.gov/pull/learn/historyculture/the-pullman-car-shops.htm
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Trade Center on September 11, 2001. For example, airports started using sophisticated
machines to check luggage and deploying millimeter wave advanced imaging technology
to check inside of passengers’ clothing. Soon after 9/11, the infamous “shoe bomber” tried
to blow up an airplane with explosives hidden in his shoes. As a result, airline passengers
must now remove their shoes for scanning before passing through security. The Federal Air
Marshall Service also began sending armed security guards on flights. These developments
have alarmed privacy and civil rights advocates and annoyed countless passengers, causing
some to ask if it is all worth it.* A damaging report in 2015 found that airport security missed
95% of the weapons and explosives carried by undercover inspectors, suggesting that all of
the inconveniences are mere “security theater’—systems to make people feel safer,
regardless of their actual effectiveness. On the other hand, defenders point to statistics like

the 3,200 guns seized by airport security in 2020 to prove that it is working.>

Of course, Americans use many other modes of transportation as well. When the
weather is fair, many people will opt to walk or ride a bicycle. This saves money and is a
good source of exercise. For those who live too far from work or school but do not drive,
public transportation is essential. People commute every day on buses, subways, and light
rail. Buses are present in every city and offer cheap and flexible transportation. The Chicago
“L" (from the “el” in “elevated”) is a train system that travels in a “loop” around the main city.
Instead of being underground like the New York subway system, the L is raised above the
city streets. Some cities, like Seattle, Washington, have state-of-the-art light rail systems that

are cheap, fast, and reliable.

4 https://www.aclu.org/other/airport-securityincreased-safety-need-not-come-expense-civil-liberties
3 https://apnews.com/article/how-sept-11-changed-flying-1ce4dc4282fb47a34c0b61ae09a024f4
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Chunking Practice
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ASARRERGALBRFEEEL. BSARALRTICELETIREORREEVEL &£ 5,
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Vocabulary Practice

ERICHTIIFEIFZTOFERNOBATEEZELELS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMILRTICHATHIHEEEZEAFL LS.

stateside

accommodation

sophisticated

deploy

advocate

inconvenience

fair

reliable

1. | able to trust or believed

an idea

someone who encourage others to support

3. | a place where travelers can stay

4. | inthe US

5. | sunny and not raining

6. | trouble or problem

knowledgeable and well-educated about
the world, culture, etc.

8. | to put something into use

Commenting Practice

TOERICDOWT, FTOELSIC1~5TRUVEL LD,

1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A ZARRERLGASG1DFTDOEREZEHRL. B SARMIRTICENICH LTESDEREZDE

MZEBRNEL &S,

system.

1. | I'like to ride a bicycle. 12345

2. | I'like to travel by train. 12345

3. | We should use electric cars instead of gasoline cars. 12345

4 Wg should havg stronger security measures for 1 2345
Shinkansen trains.

5 Hirosaki city has convenient public transportation 1 2345
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Germany: Transportation in the country of cars
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Listening: Transportation in the country of cars

Germany is known for its sausage, beer, and cars, but it's not just the famous car
brands like BMW, Porsche, Volkswagen, and Mercedes that stand out. The autobahn, a
highway system, is respected worldwide. Here, you can drive as fast as you want in sections
with no speed limit. However, there's a guideline speed of 130 km/h on all motorways,
which serves as a recommendation, not a rule. About 20,000 km of the motorway in

Germany have no speed limit, making up about 70 percent of the whole network.

But do Germans only drive cars? No, they also have a well-developed train network.
Fast trains like the ICE (Intercity Express) and IC (Inter City) travel quickly between distant
places, while regional trains stop at smaller towns. However, there are sometimes delays. A
train is considered on time if it arrives no more than six minutes late for passengers or 16
minutes late for freight. This might not be acceptable in Japan, but it's how things are in

Germany.

Despite some issues, many countries envy Germany's railway network. Students
often travel cheaply, and a recent trial of a 9-euro train ticket showed that people are willing

to use trains if the prices are good and there's a nearby station.

Another important means of transport for Germans is the bicycle. While Germany
isn't as bike-friendly as neighboring countries like Holland and Denmark, more people are
switching to cycling. Cycling is faster, healthier, and cheaper than driving. The history of the
bicycle in Germany dates back to 1817 when Karl Drais introduced his running machine in
Mannheim. Today, there are around 90 million bicycles in Germany, with 5 million added in
2020 alone, 40% of which are e-bikes. The Covid-19 pandemic also encouraged more

people to cycle to avoid public transport.

However, cycling in Germany isn't always straightforward. There are rules about
using cycle paths, but it can be complicated. Roads are managed by different regions, so
each has its own designations for cycle paths. Some argue about whether cyclists should
use footpaths or roads when there's no cycle path. There are also debates about wearing
helmets, although they're not compulsory for adults in Germany. To improve cycling, the
government plansto invest around 1.5 billion euros by 2023 to double cycling in the country.

Until then, cycling remains a healthy and enjoyable way to get around in Germany.
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Reading: Transportation in the country of cars

Germany: land of sausage, beer and of course cars. But itis not only the German car
brands like BMW, Porsche, Volkswagen and Mercedes that are famous. The autobahn is a
term used with respect all over the world. Here you can drive as fast as you like - at least in
sections where no speed limit is imposed. On all motorways in Germany, the so-called
guideline speed of 130 km/h applies. It serves as a recommendation, but not as an
obligation, which is why exceeding the guideline speed is not punished. There is no speed
limit on approximately 20,000 km of motorway in Germany. That makes up about 70 percent

of the entire motorway network.

So, do Germans only drive cars? No, a highly developed train network makes
travelling from point A to point B comfortable. Fast trains, like the ICE - Intercity Express and
IC -Inter City, travel quickly between far-flung places; and regional trains also stop at smaller
towns. Of course, not all that glitters is gold. “A stop is considered punctual if the scheduled
arrival time is exceeded by less than six minutes in passenger traffic or by less than 16
minutes in freight traffic.”’ Such statements would probably not be possible in Japan without
risking an uprising among users. But the difference in punctuality is easily explained. Even
ifit had cost more in the beginning, the Shinkansen in Japan was built on its own tracks from
the start, whereas in Germany the supposedly more efficient option of integrating high-
speed rail into an existing network was often chosen. If a train is delayed, this causes a series
of other delays, and repairs are also more difficult to carry out. But this is complaining at a
high level. Many countries would be happy with the German railway network. Students can
often travel cheaply, and a recent trial of a 9-euro train ticket showed that many people are
willing to switch from driving a car to the train if the prices are good and you have a station

close by

However, one of the most important means of transport for Germans has still not
been mentioned here. The bicycle. Yes, compared to neighboring countries like Holland
and Denmark, Germany is not yet a real cycling country, but more and more people are
switching to cycling. After all, cycling is not only faster, but also healthier and cheaper than
driving. The history of the bicycle began early in Germany. In 1817, Karl Drais presented his
running machine (later known as the draisine) in Mannheim. On this running wheel, speeds
of about 15 km per hour could be reached and compared to previous running wheels, this
draisine allowed steering. In the 1850s, the draisine was further developed with crank drives

in Germany, America, and France, before the first prototypes of today's bicycle were seen

1 https://ir.deutschebahn.com/de/db-konzern/nachhaltigkeit/unsere-ziele
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in the 1880s. Today there are around 90 million in Germany. In 2020 alone, 5 million bikes
were added, 40% of them e-bikes.? No wonder, since Covid-19 made normal travel

impossible and the risk of contagion on a bike was far lower than on public transport.

But as always in Germany, nothing is as simple as it could be. There must be order,
especially in Germany with its Prussian virtues. A classic example is the compulsory use of
cycle paths. Put simply, if there is a cycle path, it must be used by cyclists of a certain age.
However, it would be too simple to call it a cycle lane. There are cycle streets, approved
footpaths, cycle lanes, cycle fast lanes and hard shoulders (American English: breakdown
lane), just to name a few. Roads are a matter for the federal states and accordingly each
region has its own designations. If there is no cycle lane, the road should be used. Should?
Yes, should, because no cyclist should be forced to put themselves in danger by following
this rule, and accordingly it is a matter of interpretation whether you are rightfully riding on
the footpath or not. There are similar discussions about bicycle helmets. While in some
European countries helmets are compulsory for children or even adults, this is not yet the
case in Germany. Officially, however, the rumor exists and persists. To solve these problems,
the government has decided to promote cycling even more. With the "Cycling Plan 3.0",3
around 1.5 billion euros are to be used to expand the infrastructure by 2023. The goal is to
double cycling in the country. But even until then, it is important to use the bicycle. It is
healthy, and in a country where cities were developed around the mobility pillars of public

transport, walking and cycling, the latter is simply fun and practical.

2 https://radmarkt.de/ziv-deutscher-fahrrad-verkauf-2020-knackt-5-millionen-marke
3 https://www.bmvi.de/SharedDocs/DE/Artikel/StV/Radverkehr/nationaler-radverkehrsplan-3-0.html
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Chunking Practice

ROBFRBICHLT IREON-FY BFIERERT) . EXMhHREHLEL LS,
ASARRERGALBRFEEEL. BSARALRTICELETIREORREEVEL &£ 5,

BEHOEZEL -THEONHIRE
(5)

2. | EEFIRDEL (5)

3. | #HETHY. EFTIEXAEL (9)

4. | 927 km DEFERIC (4)

5 | A~BHR~DBEE (7)

6. | BCHLDAETETIEAL (6)

7. | BEBY ERGENnD (3)

8. | FIAEMDKREL (4)

9. | KYDEMERBLNDAE (4)

10. | &WL\FRiE (5)

1. | SbICAFESNT (3)

12. | REDBGEDRE (6)

13. | BEDURY (4)

14. | AIEHLHEICFTHEL (8)

15. | #BEH7EH (3)

16. | MANIEE YL (5)

BIEFEREL. GHGEAEHZLZN
(5)

17.
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Vocabulary Practice

ERICHTIIFEIFZTOFERNOBATEEZELELS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMILRTICHATHIHEEEZEAFL LS.

apply punish far-flung punctuality

switch compulsory rightfully expand

used to refer to places that are great
distance away

the act of arriving, doing something
correct time ant not late

3. | ina morally or legally correct way

to exchange by replacing one thing

4. with another

5 |t make use of something for a
" | particular purpose

6. | SO cause someone who has done
" | something wrong to suffer

7 to increase in size, number, or
" | importance

8 of something that must be done;

necessary by law or a rule

Commenting Practice
TOERIZDOWVWT, TO&LSIC1~5TEUFELELS,
1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A TARRERGHL1DFDOEREZEHL. B SARAHLRTICENICHLTESDEREZDE
MZER~FEL&L D,

1. | Japanis a cyclist friendly country. 12345
2. | Hirosaki has sufficient facility for cyclists. 12345
3. | Japanese high way is too expensive. 12345
4. | | prefer driving a car to riding a bicycle. 12345
5. | Japanese train system is very punctual. 12345
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Safety/Security Introduction

BFELLT, tETESRICE, B2 - RDEHRBEIANSTI., HLLEIC
FONBEAELT, BAENGIRVEZRHL. BADEZTFI-HONKZEELD
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TOENRECHILICEHT IBRTZEEIT S LT, TOBROXIELEERE L
URCEMRI D EICDBNYET, BEEOEITHEZRL., BHOAREL
YBWBEREES ZENTEFT,
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US: Safety and Security in the United States
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Listening: Safety and Security in the United States

It is difficult to talk about safety and security in the United States. They are related to
the population and economy, both of which vary across the country. Furthermore, when
talking about safety and security, it is easy to become scared of crime everywhere. If you
focus on it too much, you may feel like nowhere is safe. Therefore, while | will talk about two
scary topics, they are not a part of every life everywhere in the US. On the other hand,

opioids and mass shootings have taken many lives and caused great harm.

Peoples’ opinions of drugs have been changing. For a long time most drugs were
both illegal and considered bad or evil. Recently, more and more people agree with drugs
for medicine and for fun. In 1996, California made medical marijuana legal. In 2012,
Colorado and Washington were the first states to make marijuana legal for fun. More states

soon followed. Many Americans now see marijuana the same as alcohol.

Marijuana is not the only legal drug that has spread. Opioids have been spreading,
too. Opioids are a group of drugs including morphine. Morphine has been used as
medicine for pain for more than 100 years. In the 1990s, doctors began giving patients lots
of oxycodone (an opioid pill). This led to opioid addiction and overdose deaths. Deaths
from opioid overdoses in 2019 were more than four times the deaths twenty years earlier.
In 2020 they increased another 30%. Much of this happens after patients run out of medicine

and they start taking illegal drugs.

Another major safety problem in the US is guns. Gun culture is a big part of the US.
Without guns, the first Americans would not have been able to fight to free their country.
The rightto own weapons is in the constitution. Gun laws are very different in different states.
Some allow “open carry.” This means that guns may be carried openly in public. “Concealed
carry” means that they must be hidden under clothing. Unfortunately, there is little stopping

someone from buying a weapon in one state and bringing it into another.

About 40% of US families own a gun, and there are more guns than people in the
country. One effect of having so many guns is that crime is more deadly. Mass shootings
have become more common over the past twenty years. These include shootings at
elementary schools. Children in the US now practice “active shooter drills,” and some have
bulletproof backpacks. Half of the population thinks that the solution is a stronger gun

culture, so it seems that there will be no national agreement anytime soon.
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Reading: Safety and Security in the United States

It is difficult to characterize the state of security in the United States in a simple way.
Safety and security are related to population density and economic stability, both of which
vary widely across different regions. Furthermore, when discussing safety and security, it is
easy to succumb to paranoia about crime; in other words, if one focuses on it too much, it
may seem like there is danger around every corner. Therefore, while this essay introduces
two potentially scary topics, they should not distort the overall image of everyday life in the
US. However, it cannot be denied that these two issues—opioids and mass shootings—have

claimed countless lives and caused irreparable harm.

There has been an ongoing cultural shift when it comes to drugs. While for many
years all manner of drugs (besides nicotine and alcohol) have been not only illegal, but also
highly stigmatized in the US, a growing portion of the population now approves of medical
and recreational drug use. In 1996, California became the first state to legalize medical
marijuana, and in 2009 the Obama administration formally requested the federal
government to not prosecute medical marijuana drug dispensaries (even though marijuana
was still against federal law). In 2012, Colorado and Washington became the first states to
legalize recreational marijuana, and more and more states have followed suit. Many

Americans now view marijuana as little different from alcohol.

Marijuana is not the only legal drug that has spread in recent years. Over the past 20
years there has been an explosion in opioid use and related overdoses. Opioids are a family
of drugs which include opium, morphine, and heroin. Morphine has been widely used as
pain medication for over a century, and beginning in the 1990s, doctors began prescribing
vast amounts of oxycodone (a pill-form opioid) to patients for managing serious pain. This
led to an increase in opioid addiction and multiple waves of overdose deaths: what the
Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has dubbed the ongoing Opioid
Overdose Epidemic. Death rates from opioid overdoses in 2019 were more than four times
those of twenty years earlier, and in 2020 they increased another 30%.' Many of these
deaths occur after patients’ prescriptions run out and they turn to heroin or other illegal
opioids to feed their addiction. This is a human-made crisis, with money at its core: both

drug manufacturers and many doctors have profited wildly from it.

Another major safety issue in the US is guns. Gun culture is deeply embedded in the
country, with proponents pointing to the Revolutionary War (1776-1783) to argue for its

importance. Without guns in the hands of American farmers, they say, Americans would not

1 https://www.cdc.gov/opioids/basics/epidemic.html
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have been able to fight against the British colonial army and create an independent nation.
The right to “bear arms” (own weapons) is therefore enshrined in the constitution. Gun laws
vary widely from state to state, regulating everything from mandatory waiting periods for
purchasing firearms, criminal history and background checks, what kinds of guns may be
sold, and open and concealed carry. “Open carry” means that guns may be carried openly
in public; “concealed carry” means that they must be hidden under one’s clothing. In
general, rural states have laxer gun laws than states with larger cities, but there is nothing
stopping a dangerous person from buying a weapon in one state and bringing it into

another one.

About 40% of US households own a gun, and there are more guns than people in
the country. One of the consequences of a society with such an excess of guns is increasingly
deadly violent crime. While there is no standard definition for “mass shooting,” shootings in
which four or more people perish have grown in frequency over the past twenty years.?
These include school shootings, such as shootings in Sandy Hook Elementary School in
2012 and Robb Elementary School in Uvalde Texas in 2022. Children in the US now have
"active shooter drills” alongside traditional fire drills, and some carry bulletproof backpacks.
But when half of the population seems to think that what the country needs is even more
guns and a stronger gun culture, it seems that a national resolution of the problem is a long

way off.

2 https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/national/mass-shootings-in-america/
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Chunking Practice

ROBFRBICHLTIREON-FY BFIIERERT) . AXMHREHLEL &5,
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13. | KBRZEHEDOHEH (5)
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Vocabulary Practice

EBRICHTHFEIBZTOERMNOEATEEFELLS,

ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMILRTICHATHIHEEEZEAFL LS.

density |irreparable| legalize

prosecute

prescribe | proponent | enshrined

perish

1. | to keep something as if in a holy place

(of a doctor) to say what medical treatment
someone should have

3. | to allow something by law

a person who speaks publicly in support of
a particular idea

the number of people or things in a place
when compared with the size of the place

6. | impossible to repair or make right again

7. | to die, especially in an accident

to officially accuse someone of committing
a crime in a law court

Commenting Practice

TOERICDOWT, FTOELSIC1~5TRUVEL LD,

1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A TARRERGHRL1DFDOEREEHL. B SARAHLRTICENICHLTESDEREZDE

MZER~FEL LD,

1. Guns are an effective way to protect your family. 12345

2 The Japanese government should allow people to 12345
own a gun.

3. lllegal drug use in Japan is a significant social proem. 12345

4. We should ban smoking and drinking by law. 12345

5 It shguld be illegal for parents to let children play 1 2345
outside unattended.

69



Germany: Some Thoughts on Safety and Security in Germany
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Listening: Some Thoughts on Safety and Security in Germany

When we talk about staying safe and secure, many people in Europe might think
about the United States first. They often see stories about shooting sports, gangs, and crime
in America on their TVs. But what's the situation like in Germany? Well, every country has its
share of violence and crime, especially when alcohol is allowed for people as young as 16
and stronger drinks at 18. Alcohol can make people do things they wouldn't normally do,
leading to accidents. While there are some gangs in certain German cities, it's not as

widespread as in the US. In fact, Germany is considered one of the safest countries globally.

The number of crimes in Germany has actually gone down in recent years, reaching
the lowest level in a while by 2020. And more crimes are getting solved than ever before. In
rankings like the Global Peace Index, Germany ranks pretty high for peacefulness and

security.

Most of the crimes in Germany are minor, like pickpocketing, although there are
occasional cases of more serious violence. It's important to be cautious, especially in
crowded places like festivals where there's a lot of alcohol and relaxed vibes. But speaking
of festivals, Germans really love them! Events like Oktoberfest and Wacken are famous not
just in Germany, but around the world. However, after a tragic incident at the Love Parade
in 2010 where people got hurt, Germany made sure to tighten safety measures for large

events.

Besides festivals, football games are a big deal in Germany. Millions of fans go to
stadiums every weekend to support their teams. Surprisingly, despite what you might read
online, football matches aren't as dangerous as some other events. How come? Well, a big
reason is the work done with fans. Football fans come from all walks of life, and there are

programs in place to support them and address any issues they might face.

These programs, called fan projects, are like youth and social support centers. They
offer a safe place for young people to hang out and deal with problems. They even help
connect young people with other groups in the stadium, creating a sense of community and
support. So, while football matches might seem rowdy, they actually play a part in keeping

people connected and safe.
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Reading: Some Thoughts on Safety and Security in Germany

Safety and security: when thinking of such topics, a reader from Europe would
probably first think of the United States. Shooting sports, gang violence and crime in
America can be seen anywhere on European television. But how does the situation actually
look in Germany? Naturally, violence and crime exist in every country, especially if, as in
Germany, the consumption of alcohol is permitted from 16, and of stronger drinks from 18.
Alcohol lowers inhibitions, so accidents will inevitably happen at any given time. There are
equally gangs existing in some cities, but never at the level reported in the US. No, on the
contrary, Germany is one of the safest countries in the world. The number of criminal
offences fell by around one million in 2020 compared to 2016, to around 5.3 million.'This
is the lowest level in years, while the proportion of crimes solved reached an all-time high.

In the Global Peace Index, Germany ranked 22nd in peacefulness and 20th in security.

Mostly Germany deals with cases of petty crime, with pickpocketing being the most
common offense, although there are also rare cases of violent crime. It is critical to always
stay safe and cautious in crowds and festivals, especially the big ones with their mix of big
crowds, lots of alcohol and relaxed atmosphere. These are common places for crime, and
one should be careful. But back to massive events. Germans love them and events like
Oktoberfest, Wacken or even the Love Parade are also well-known and popular abroad. It
was the Love Parade that forced Germany to thoroughly revise its concepts and lift safety
measures to a new level. It was a techno parade that took place annually in Berlin from 1989
to 2003, and from 2007 onwards in various locations. An accident occurred during the Love
Parade 2010, where there were injuries and deaths in a mass stampede. A lack of official
regulations for the planning and approval of events was the cause. Since this event, safety
at large events has once again increased, and the first federal states have set up laws to

regulate them.

Now, such events only happen once a year, but Germany has another category of
important events. The biggest event in the country is the hosting of the national football
leagues. In the first division alone, around 13,000,000 spectators travel to the stadiums of
the republic every weekend to support their teams. Not only home games, but also away
games are popular, and it can happen that even teams in the second division arrive with
10,000 fans. Frequently you read on foreign websites to avoid stadiums and football fans,
but in relation to the number of fans attending, football matches are no more, and actually

rather less dangerous than other events. How did Germany manage that?

1 https://www.n-tv.de/panorama/Zahl-der-Straftaten-in-Deutschland-sinkt-auf-Tiefstand-article23487708.html
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Fan work plays a large part in this. Football fans come from the most diverse milieus,
from the unemployed to lawyers, every social group can be found in the stadium and
support "their club” together. Fan work sees itself as a contact for all fans in order to support
the interests of each group. Football is one of the rallying points for young people and a
place where they can be supported while growing up and their problems are taken seriously.
In 1993, the "National Concept for Sport and Security" therefore formulated that fan projects
should be set up in the first three leagues and in the leagues below if a certain number of

football fans regularly attend matches.

Fan projects represent a significant form of youth and social work. They are an
independent youth welfare institution and are thus networked in the municipal youth
welfare structures. They are characterized by close and socio-pedagogical access to the
active fan scenes. They provide young people with a meeting point in their free time, but
also aid them to cope with problems or refer them to specialized agencies and contact
persons. They thus make it possible to reach groups who would otherwise be unable to
seek help and have a precautionary effect on the fan scene. This effect can be undoubtedly
seen in the stadiums of the Republic, where the major prevailing "crime" is the firing of
fireworks in support of the team, which breaks the rules but is supported by large crowds in
the stadium. What's more, it links young people with other groups in the stadium, educates
participants and forms a safety net for young people who might otherwise have gone astray.
Even if the media likes to portray football as dangerous, the ability of sport to integrate
people represents one piece in the big puzzle of security in Germany. All things considered,
Germany is not safer or more dangerous than other countries but utilizes good strategies to

combat common problems.
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Chunking Practice
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Vocabulary Practice

ERICHTIIFEIFZTOFERNOBATEEZELELS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMILRTICHATHIHEEEZEAFL LS.

inhibition inevitably offence pickpocketing

spectator milieus aid astray

1. | anillegal act; a crime

o | @person who watches an activity, especially a
" | sports event, without taking part

3. | the act of stopping or slowing down process

away from the correct path or correct way of
doing something

5. | in a way that cannot be avoided

6. | to help or support

the crime of stealing things out of people’s
pockets or bags, especially in a crowd

the people, physical, and social conditions and
8. | events that provide the environment in which
someone acts or lives

Commenting Practice
TOERIZOVWT, FTOK3IC1~5TREUFL &S,
1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A SAHERERGHAL1DTDIOEREZEHRL. B SARALRTICENICHLTESDEREZDE

MZElR~EL LD,

1 People.do not have to worry about the safety in a 1 2345
crowd in Japan.

2 More security cameras should be installed on the 1 2345
streets.

3 Japapese police have better strategies to control 1 2345
massive events.

4 Sports events are good opportunity for different 1 2345
generations to interact.

5 Stncper security check needs to be installed for 12345
massive events.
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Medical System Introduction
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US: The US Medical System
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Listening: The US Medical System

The US medical system is a strange mix between public and private healthcare. Many
people argue that this system allows the country to produce the best medical science in the
world. But there are some important things to know about how the system works and how

itis paid for.

In the US, patients usually first visit their family doctor, or “GP.” GPs have two main jobs.
First, they treat all kinds of illnesses. Second, they can send their patients to the correct
specialist. A GP must introduce you in order to see a specialist. The same is true for an
orthodontist, or “family dentist.” When the dentist finds a big problem, like cancer, they may

introduce their patient to a specialist.

Getting introduced to a specialist is not all you need. After you see the doctor, you
have to pay for the visit. This is the worst part of the US medical system. Most people spend
about $11,500 on medical care each year. In 2021, 9.2% of the country had no insurance,
and less than 40% had public insurance. The goal of private insurance companies is to make
money. Many people either cannot buy good insurance. Many also choose cheap insurance.
Cheap insurance is dangerous, because while the monthly cost is low, the amount of money
you must pay when you use it is very high. The average ambulance ride in the US costs
$1,200, so just one accident can cost a lot of money. Cheap insurance also limits how much
it will pay. Hospitals are also businesses, so they will try to charge as much as possible. As a
result of this system, 19% of US homes in 2021 had medical debt. Black families, families
without college degrees, families with young children, and families in the South were more

likely to be in debt.

How do people deal with this situation? Some use charity or government money.
Some help themselves and their communities. Some look for answers in alternative
medicine. Alternative medicine is a huge business in the US. Americans have been spending
more and more money on crystals, magnets, spiritual objects, and more. They spent 21
billion dollars on it in 2021. There are also religious groups and others who just pray for
health. This is not surprising in a country that is so religious, while also being hurt by this

expensive, money-focused medical system.
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Reading: The US Medical System

No bones about it: the US medical system is a strange hybrid between public and
private healthcare that is quite different from anything you might find in Europe or Japan.
Many people argue that this unique system, while certainly flawed, allows the country to
produce some of the most cutting-edge medical science in the world. But when it comes to
the experience of most patients in the US, there are some important things to know about
how care is administered and how it is paid for. Also, the way Americans deal with this

system may be surprising.

In Japan, a patient may go directly to the doctor they think is best suited to treating
them. If one has an eye problem, they go to the optometrist; with a skin problem, they go
to the dermatologist. However, in the US, patients usually must first go through their “GP,”
short for “general practitioner.” They are comparable to internists in Japan, but they have
two primary functions: first, to be an entry point for treating all manner of illnesses and
diseases; and second, to identify the need for and provide referral to a specialist. A letter of
referral is often necessary to gain access to specialized treatment; thus, the GP acts like a
kind of gatekeeper. The same can be said of the orthodontist—colloquially referred to as the
“family dentist.” When an orthodontist identifies a major problem, such as signs of cancer

or a need for surgical intervention, they may provide a referral to a specialist.

Gaining access to healthcare in the USA is not as simple as scraping up the proper
referrals: once you receive treatment, you have to pay for it. This is certainly the most
contentious aspect of the US medical system. According to a study by the Center for Disease
Control (CDC) conducted in 2019, the average per-capita national expenditure on
healthcare was just over $11,500." The National Center for Health Statistics reported that in
2021, 9.2% of the population was uninsured, and just under 40% were covered by public
insurance (Medicare, Medicaid, or other programs).? While the goal of government
insurance is to make healthcare affordable, the goal of private insurance is to make money.
This means that many people either cannot afford high-quality insurance or choose a cheap
plan because they think they won't need it. Cheap insurance is dangerous, because while it
usually has low premiums—monthly charges—it often has extremely high deductibles—the
amount of money you must pay in medical expenses each year before the insurance
company will start serving benefits. For example, the minimum deductible for a “high

deductible health plan” is $1,400, meaning that the patient must pay $1,400 each year

L https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/hus/2020-2021/HExpGDP.pdf
2 https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhis/earlyrelease/insur202205.pdf
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before getting any help from insurance.® Most cheap plans will have a much higher
deductible than that, in exchange for lower premiums. That may not seem too extreme, but
when the average ambulance ride costs $1,200, it becomes apparent how one accident can
become a major financial disaster.* To make matters worse, cheap insurance plans will have
extremely high “maximum out-of-pocket costs,” meaning that even once the deductible is
spent, the patient will still potentially be responsible for thousands of dollars in medical
expenses. Hospitals are businesses out to make a profit, too, so they will often carry out extra
tests and procedures to inflate the bill. On top of that, doctors will only accept insurance
from certain private companies. As a result, a whopping 19% of US households in 2021
carried medical debt. According to census data, black families, families without college
degrees, families with children under 5 years old, and families in the South were all at higher

risk of carrying medical debt.”

How do people deal with this situation? Some rely on charity and government support.
Some—especially those who live in rural areas with no local doctors or hospitals—rely on
themselves and their communities. Some look for answers in alternative medicine. Like
hospitals and insurance agencies, alternative medicine is a huge business in the US.
Americans have been spending ever-increasing sums on crystals, homeopathy, magnets,
spiritual tchotchkes, and more: all to the tune of about 21 billion USD in 2021.¢ There are
also faith-healing groups and others who simply pray for health. Perhaps this is all
unsurprising in a country so culturally religious, while also being ravaged by an unaffordable

corporate medical system.

3 https://www.healthcare.gov/high-deductible-health-plan/

4 https://eliteamb.com/how-much-does-an-ambulance-ride-cost/

5> https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/04/who-had-medical-debt-in-united-states.html
6 https://www.statista.com/statistics/203972/alternative-medicine-revenue-growth/
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Chunking Practice

ROBFBICHITIRBEDON-FY BFELERERT) . FXhomEFHLEL LS,
ASARRERGALBAERFEEEV. BSARAHRTICELTIREORREEVEL &5,

1. | FWENA4TY Y F (3)
2. | 2<EL% (4)

3. | REaH HBHHLDD (3)
4. | REWDEF (5)

ERERALDICERSATLSD
(4)

6. | ~~OAYA (4)

7. | HoWHEEDHEICKRE (6)
8. | #MIK (4)

9. | —MBMIICES & (3)

AEBGHTA E) DLEMS
(5)
ERzZITS (FEYBL) T&
(4)

12. | ER—A&=YTEy (4)
13. | EEEXZE (3)
14. | 9. 2% DERHINERIRT (6)

10.

11.

15. | BLEORIKREEZ AL (4)
16. | EULMRERS (2)

17. | &IE$ERREE (3)

18. | BECAIEREL (3)

19. | FEREZEWLFED (4)

20. | ~DURIDNEYEL (4)

21. | RBEER (2)

22. | EAEABEENMTTLS (5)
23. | BHELGLEEERHE (4)
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Vocabulary Practice

ERICHTIIFEIFZTOFERNOBATEEZELELS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMILRTICHATHIHEEEZEAFL LS.

patient optometrist | dermatologist internist

orthodontist | contentious benefits potentially

a person whose job is to correct the
position of the teeth

5 | @ doctor who specializes in identifying and
" | treating diseases

3. | a doctor who studies and treat skin diseases

a person whose job is examining people’s
4. | eyes and selling glasses or contact lenses to
correct vision problems

5. | a person who is receiving medical care

benefits" means "money the insurance

6. .
company pays for medical care
7 involving or likely to cause disagreement
" | and argument
8. | possibly

Commenting Practice
TOBRIZONWT, TOL3I21~5TEUFEL LS,
1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A SAHERERGHAL1DTDIOERZEHL. B SARALRTICENICHLTESDEREZDE

MZElR~EL LD,

1. All medical care should be free. 12345
2. | like OTC medicine. 12345
3. Ambulance should be free. 12345
4. Medical benefits should be equal for everyone. 12345
5. We all have equal medical access in Japan. 12345
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Germany: German Healthcare

FAYDERFEICIE, EIC 2 B, OMBERIR (gesetzliche Krankenkasse) &
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FEY) vk - 55245 h v Gesetzliche Krankenkasse
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WEJ,

TYNRT - 952052 h vt (Private Krankenkasse)

—7A. REERRKRIE. XICBEXRE. SF/E. 0BE. TOMLMRKRHE
TREAN—ZNGVVEEDTIL—THFATELSREF T3 Ty, REDER
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FYVBDLVWERMCHEREDADT VA, ZEOFLEROER. ARPOT 4=
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MEMNSHMILTEESATEY .. RESAFIEEORKRH EHERHEREL
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Listening: German Healthcare

When we look at different healthcare systems, we often wonder if others might be
better than our own. For instance, on July 1, 2019, NBC asked, "Could the German health
system be a model for the USA?" Germany has the oldest healthcare system globally, and
according to many, it's doing quite well. This is just one of many stories praising the German

healthcare system. But how does it work, and should other countries adopt it?

The German healthcare system is known for having two main types of insurance:
public health insurance (Gesetzliche Krankenkassen) and private health insurance (Private
Krankenkassen). Public health insurance is the main part of the German healthcare system.
It's based on the idea of solidarity, meaning everyone chips in based on their income to
help cover medical costs. These funds are managed by private companies, acting like non-
profit organizations. Almost everyone in Germany is required to have this insurance,
regardless of their health orincome. This ensures that even those with low incomes or health
issues can access basic medical services. Unemployed individuals get healthcare for free,
and kids can be covered under their parents' insurance until they're adults. This system
spreads out the cost of healthcare fairly and ensures everyone gets the care they need.
Private health insurance, on the other hand, is available to people with higher incomes or
who are self-employed. They can choose from different plans that suit their needs and
preferences. Private insurance often comes with perks like private rooms in hospitals or
better dental care. It also typically means faster access to medical services, but it can be
more expensive. This can create inequality in the healthcare system since not everyone can

afford private insurance.

Deciding between public and private insurance can be tricky. Once you switch to
private insurance, it's hard to switch back to public, especially if your income drops. Private
insurance costs can go up as you age or if your health declines. While there are some ways
to switch back to public insurance, it's not always easy. Overall, the German healthcare
system is seen as fair and effective by Germans, but it's hard to copy it to other countries

without changes, as it is based on the specific needs of German citizens
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Reading: German Healthcare

When looking at one's own medical system, we tend to think that the grass is usually
greener on the other side. On 1 July 2019, for example, NBC ran the headline "Is the
German health system a model for the USA? Germany has the oldest health care system in
the world. And it's working."" This reportis one of a long list of news stories about the health
system in Germany. But how does the German health system work, and should other
countries adapt it? The German health care system is known for its dualistic structure. This
is reflected in different insurance models, offering citizens the choice between public health
insurance (Gesetzliche Krankenkassen) and private health insurance (Private

Krankenkassen).

Statutory health insurance funds are the backbone of the German health system.
They are public insurance schemes based on the principle of solidarity and are compulsory
for most of the population. They are financed by social security contributions from
employees and employers, with contributions depending on income. They are run by
private companies who basically work as NPOs and compete against each other for
customers. Every citizen has the right and duty to membership, regardless of age, health
status, or income. This ensures that even people with low incomes or existing health
problems have access to basic medical services. While people with good incomes have to
pay more to support the low-income members, unemployed receive health care for free.
Moreso, children and dependents have the right to participate in their parents or partners
health insurance without additional costs. In the case of children, the age of coverage ends
generally at 18, but can be extended up to 25 in case they are still undergoing primary

education.?

Healthy insured persons finance health care for sick or elderly people with their
contributions. This principle of risk pooling enables a fair distribution of health care costs
and ensures adequate care for all insured persons. In addition, the legislature sets minimum
standards for services that must be offered by the statutory health insurance funds to ensure
that certain medical services are accessible to all the people in the system. While in the past
most of the health insurance providers were chosen based on job backgrounds, recently
laws ensured that people can choose health insurance now, so insurance companies must

compete for customers by extending coverage and offering new services.

L https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/germany-s-health-care-system-model-u-s-n1024491
2 primary education includes job training or university education up to a master’s degree.
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Private health insurance in Germany is available to those who exceed certain income
limits or are self-employed. Such companies are private insurance providers competing in
the market. Insured persons can choose from different tariffs and benefit packages that
meet their individual needs and preferences. This allows the insured to receive additional
benefits such as single room accommodation in hospital, better dental care, or alternative
healing methods. Another advantage of private health insurance is the often faster
availability of medical services. Privately insured persons can usually expect shorter waiting
times and treatments as they usually pay for the visits in advance and are reimbursed later.
Membership in a private health insurance scheme is income-dependent and may depend
on individual health conditions. People with low incomes or existing health problems may
not be able to join a private health insurance scheme or may have to pay high premiums.
This leads to social inequality in the health system. On the other hand, members of SHIs
have to deal with limited resources and high demand for medical care which can lead to

longer waiting times, especially for specialists or for non-life-threatening conditions.

Now, one can ask the legitimate question why one should stay in a state health
insurance at all? This question is easily answered by costs. Once you make the decision to
switch to private insurance, it can be difficult to return to the public system, especially if your
income decreases and falls below the threshold. When you join a private health insurance
plan, your premiums are often based on your age and health status at the time of enrollment.
As you age or if your health deteriorates, the premiums may increase significantly. Now,
returning to the public health insurance system from private health insurance is generally
possible only under specific circumstances, such as becoming an employee with income
below the insurance obligation limit or losing your private health insurance eligibility due to

unemployment, but the process of re-entering the public system can be complicated.

Overall, the German health system is a fair and efficient system to ensure adequate
health care for all citizens. That said, it is based on the specific needs of German citizens,

who are generally willing to support the social system of their country.
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Chunking Practice

ROBFRBICHLTIREON-FY BFIIERERT) . AXMHREHLEL &5,

ASARRERGALBRFEEEL. BSARALRTICELETIREORREEVEL &£ 5,

ERYDZEE-LTHEL
(8)

2. ZFLTSFL 2T (3)

3. ZtEE (2)

4. | DHERBRARKREIE (3)

FAYDERVRATLOEEE
(6)

6. | EHDERA (4)

7. | WAIZIEC=-&18 (4)

8. | MADIEFEET (5)
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(6)

10. | MAY H#F| (4)
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12. | A EGERERE (7)

MERARIEROY—EREED

131 % (7)

14. | RIEERETHEOILK (2)

15. | B TOEHEE (4)

SESTELGHERB LBV T

16| _ome@RT s (7)

17. | REEE (3)

EREEICE T SHEHATEF
(6)

18.
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Vocabulary Practice

ERICHTIIFEIFZTOFERNOBATEEZELELS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMILRTICHATHIHEEEZEAFL LS.

statutory NPOs primary pooling
education
legislature System scheme conditions

1. | mandatory

2. | company who doesn’t work for profit

3. | mandatory school visits until master’s degree

4. | adding things up

5. | laws

6. | different price ranges for services

7. | plan

8. | contract rules

Commenting Practice
TORBRIZOVWT, TOLSIZ1~5TRUEL LS,
1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A TARRERGAL1DFDOEREZEHL. B SARMIRTICENICH LTESDEREZDE
MZEBRSNEL &S,

The government should provide health insurance for

1. . 12345
everyone in the country.
International students who study in Japanese schools
2 should all be caverned with the public insurances. 12345
3 If people do now want to be in the part of the public 12345

system, they should have right to be out of the system.

4 Private insurance companies do not have downsides. 1 2345

Japan has better health insurance system than

12345
Germany.
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Taboo Introduction
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US: “No Politics or Religion at the Dinner Table!”

[BEICIEIRBEBEDEEESSOLLGL] . EVSFRLBEENHY FT,
DEYLGITOMGERIIEVWTERDERNEL DL SLREENF T—ZEWS5C
ETY, T, REDOXETHRBADEFES LTHFALGOMN., EBIADPVET,
ZLDREANZELDTRBFESAEICEADLDIDOTHY .. BELQDHRIRIE, EE
RAELGHECHD, ME-L TS, #RICH L TAWZERT &G EHMLTL
&9,

BL. XEAICESTREZDELEDON R T—LEFTIRHGELS, BE (BH) X
ZICES2THECESADYENRZI T—LENTVET, oI, BROAELIEEE T
—HRBICHELTWS I LEEREN, FT—DHIFEHRIHIENZNTT, Th
BNDRAT—IZE>TELDAT 4 7OXILTFH., ABROEELEFTHHRBREINTEE
L7

ZTORE. 2 T—HMNREAMICHEALEFEN-BELEALZ. 2 ELT S
[CONTET—3ERELTVEFT, BF. REANDTDOLS L., XKEOXILE
EETDHANENTETVET, TOEH, VEBOXIEZRDEU-KYTBHIF
ERTFRICERLCHIENHY FET, BIMNIIToTHRIZEVWZ T—ITHE =6 &
SRIETHERBVETH, HAHWNE. BERTRHE2 IT—LDITEBNATELEEShATWE
WREBICEELE=LESTHTLELEID,

92



10

15

20

25

Listening: “No Politics or Religion at the Dinner Table!”

Have you ever heard “No politics or religion at the dinner table”? In the USA, people
often avoid these two topics are. This rule is to protect people's feelings and avoid stress.
For example, talking about religion can start an argument about LGBT rights. If you never

talk about politics or religion, you can avoid arguments.

However, taboos change all the time. Also, what is not taboo in one place may still
be taboo somewhere else. There is a famous book about this, Purity and Danger. It says that
taboos are created to maintain order. However, people today are becoming more open

about sharing their personal beliefs.

Some examples of changing taboos include drugs, sex, and bad language. They
were all controlled by the law in the past. For example, the comic book industry once tried
to keep all of them out of comics. These taboos come from religion and its influence on US
culture for along time. For example, religion has tried to stop people from drinking alcohol.
As a result, in 1920 the government banned all alcohol in the country. Of course, people
still drank alcohol in secret. While today there is not much taboo against alcohol, other drugs

become taboo.

Taboos against sex in the US are different from European points of view.
Descriptions of sex are controlled in both places. However, the definition of “sex” is different.
US culture is influenced by the Bible. In the story of Adam and Eve, they are embarrassed of
being naked and make clothing from leaves. In the US, people think that this means humans
must wear clothing to stop sexual desire. As a result, most nudity in the US is thought of as
sexual. While same-sex nudity used to be considered okay, recently even that kind of nudity

is treated by many as sexual.

Taboos against bad language have changed, too. Bad language usually means
words that are anti-religion or related to body functions. Actually, these are called “curse
words,” words with evil magic power. We still say this, even though religion is playing a
smaller part in American life. As culture changes, “bad” words can be seen and heard more
and more, especially in media and on the internet. The government still controls some
language on television, and will block some words by “beeping” them out. But as culture

moves onto the internet, we see and hear more language, and the taboos grow weaker.
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Reading: “No Politics or Religion at the Dinner Table!”

Have you ever heard the phrase, “No politics or religion at the dinner table”? In the
USA, it is commonly believed that these two topics are off-limits for polite conversation—
despite the fact that they are central to the lives of so many Americans. This rule of etiquette
was established to protect people’s feelings and avoid creating tension. If you talk about
religion, you might start an argument about LGBT rights. If you talk about politics, you might
start a debate about the rights of protestors versus the police. But if you never talk about

politics or religion, there will be little danger of contention.

However, what society considers taboo is constantly changing. Furthermore, what
is no longer considered taboo in one place may still be off-limits elsewhere. Anthropologist
Mary Douglas wrote a famous book about this, Purity and Danger." Her overall argument is
that taboos are created to maintain social order. Ironically, some of her specific examples
feel quaint today—precisely because of how society changes. Similarly, as people are
becoming more open about sharing their personal convictions, the idea of keeping politics

and religion to ourselves seems almost bizarre.

Some examples of changing taboos in American life include drugs, sex, and foul
language. Each of these taboos were once regulated by law and in industry. For example,
in 1954 the comic book industry formed the notorious Comic Book Code Authority to
famously purge these topics from all comics.? These taboos can be connected to religion—
mostly Protestantism—and the broad control it has exerted on culture in the US since before
the country’s founding. For example, the Protestants connected alcohol to a variety of sins
and sought to curtail its consumption in various ways. As a result, in 1920 the US federal
government banned all alcohol in the country, beginning the “Prohibition Era,” which lasted
until 1933. Of course, illicit alcohol was consumed in great quantities throughout the period,
and by pushing production underground, Prohibition actually resulted in a flood of
poisonous drinks containing ethyl alcohol. While little taboo against alcohol remains today,
harder drugs have risen to take its place...although again, many of these drugs are entering

the mainstream now, too.

Taboos against sex are ancient, although they also represent a significant
difference between American and European culture today. Depictions of sex are regulated

in most modern contexts; however, the definition of what constitutes “sex” is subject to

1 Mary Douglas, Purity and Danger: An Analysis of the Concepts of Pollution and Taboo, Ark Paperbacks: London,
1966.

2 https://www.vox.com/2014/12/15/7326605/comic-book-censorship
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interpretation. The overwhelming influence of Christian culture throughout the history of
the United States has injected society with the morals of the Bible. In the story of Adam and
Eve, when the titular characters eat the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge, the first thing they do
is feel ashamed of their nakedness and fashion clothing out of fig leaves. One interpretation
of this story is that a fundamental difference between humans and animals is that humans
have self-awareness and can feel ashamed by their nakedness. Another interpretation is that
humans wear clothing to guard against sexual urges. As a result of this belief, nearly all
nudity in the US is treated as sexual. Furthermore, while same-sex nudity, such as in locker
rooms or saunas, used to be considered unproblematic, with the increasing acceptance and
visibility of LGBT people throughout society, even nudity in same-sex contexts is often

treated by many as sexual in nature.

Taboos against foul language have shifted over time as well. Foul language
typically refers to words that are blasphemous (anti-religion) or crude (related to bodily
functions). Indeed, so-called "bad words” are often called “curse words”"—words with an evil
magical or religious power. Although the cultural influence of Protestantism in the US is
profound, formal religion is playing a smaller and smaller overt role in American life. This
may be one reason why self-censoring blasphemous language, such as saying “Gosh darn
it],” feels so out of date today. Additionally, as people’s view on language changes, crude
language can also be seen and heard more and more in public places, especially in media
and on the internet. The government still regulates certain kinds of language on television,
for instance, and will censor some words by “bleeping” them out. But as consumer culture
shifts its attentions to the internet, we are exposed to more and more language, and the

taboos grow steadily weaker.
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Chunking Practice

ROBFRBICHLT IREON-FY BFIERERT) . EXMhHREHLEL LS,

ASARRERGALBRFEEEL. BSARALRTICELETIREORREEVEL &£ 5,

ABELVWRELLTERELLONATLS
(4)

2. | BETHAITEMDDHBT (3)

CDIF7y FOIL—ILIFFEIL S NT=
(6)

4. | BERZEITDH=0 (3)
5. | HEHMFEHRET S0 (4)

6. | SETEEHALLRELLNS (3)

FSITHENED K SITEIELTERNE
WS EHIZK->T (6)
BAMGEEEA—TUIC (£XFH) 95
(4)

9. | REAEFTWRILDIZEZS (3)

TOFREY MEITZILO— L ZHRGEEE
BUDF= (7)

1. TEEERA] O®BFEY (4)

12.| £EEZHTITEWNNLSIET (4)

13.| KEGEVWERHT S (4)

14.| IEERORMAHD (4)

15.| HRICEEDEIFILZEALTES (9)
16.| RTHAHAZEZMIMLIRELS (5)
17.| ABIZIZBEER#ELHS (3)

18.| BN LHZFEHHIZ (5)

19.| BHEEOX—F TEZ (5)

20.| BRREEBICELRLTES (4)

BB IFLEERBNIEAEADN
=L HEoTLNS (8)

22.| BRENICELOND (5)
23.| E-EWVWSHFEHLTREIT S (3)
24.| R T—IFHFEEIZHELHE->TWLS (5)

10.

21.
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Vocabulary Practice

ERICHTIIFEIFZTOFERNOBATEEZELELS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMILRTICHATHIHEEEZEAFL LS.

etiquette quaint purge illicit
constitute fashion acceptance curse

to remove people from an organization, because
1. | their opinions or activities are unacceptable to the
people in power

to make or shape something, especially with your
2. | hands to make or shape something, especially with
your hands

3. | to make up the parts of something

the formal rules of correct or polite behavior in
society

5. | not allowed by the law

not rejecting something or allowing it to become

6. )

part of society n

attractive in an unusual or old-fashioned way, often
7. )

considered out of date
g |2 rude or offensive word or phrase that some

people use when they are very angry

Commenting Practice
TOERIZOVWT, FTOK3IC1~5TEUFL &S,
1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A TARRERGHS1DFDOEREZEHL. B SARAHLRTICENICH L TESDEREZDE
MZElR~FEL LD,

1 It is dlffllcult to discuss political issue with other 12345
University Students.

2. | I do not mind openly share my convictions. 12345

3 tJapanese people tend to have closed-mind on “sex 12345
images.

4 Young people use more foul language than older 12345
generation.

5 It is important follow social etiquette to interact 1 2345
various kinds of people.
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Germany: Behavioural Guidelines in Germany, Knigge-
Etiquette and its Strange History

ZEILZ-2JU—FKYE - J)L—+rYqsE - =vw45- Adolf Friedrich Ludwig
Knigge - (BT KILT - TSAANT -V Z97) &, FAYDER, T7)—A—
YU, HEEFEETHY . 1788 FITHIRE - ERM%E [Uber den Umgang mit
Menschen AFIXREEMT] THRLLXCHONTUVET, V=T DEEF. X LOT
Fry b, ¥F— ABRICOVWTOIREMNGEHA FTHY . SETFLHRD
GEEBHEIC. BEEZANETUYIRITE-ODOERERMNLGT FNA R ZRELTNE
¥, [TABXEM] F. BEOWEERICHETE—EOFHE LTHEEINTEY., |5
DIFoy bOT—TNLIF—D"b, FLRAOI—FPORBOBOELMRSIENE
T, RICETFESTFEFLGIEVIICODNWTHBLGHRAETEELLIHREZHITAMEZR
FTWET, 7=2v 570D, & ABITHICET IERICEDE, BAMN - BEW
BERRICEWVWTHRM, HMEEE, (LHZEALSEBIE,. AKOFREOHLRZHEY
F L, 18 HELHREND 19 HICMEBEITA T T, COERMNLRE EEBEMET EN
AZANT—AyNELOHERBEOXILHETZHAL. BREETLFE S LE
FTULET,
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Listening: Behavioural Guidelines in Germany, Knigge-

Etiquette and its Strange History

In Germany, tipping at restaurants or hotels isn't mandatory, but it's a good idea to
do so if you've received good service. Normally, people give around five to ten percent of
the bill, depending on how much they spent and how well they were looked after. At the
very least, it's common to round up the bill to the next euro. This tipping tradition is widely
known in Germany, but where did it come from? Did it evolve naturally, or was it influenced
by the economy like in the US? Well, if you ask anyone in Germany, they'd likely say, "Check
the Knigge."

"Knigge" refers to the book Uber den Umgang mit Menschen (On Human
Relations) written by the German author Adolph Freiherr von Knigge. This book outlines
good manners for various situations and has been updated over time, remaining relevant
today. Knigge emphasized the importance of adapting to people's personalities and
situations without being fake or flattery. Knigge had his reasons for writing this book. After
causing trouble as a court squire, he found himself compelled to marry a lady-in-waiting he
had teased. His discontent with meaningless rules at court led to this humorous but
consequential event. Published in 1788, Knigge's work is not just about etiquette but about
how to communicate based on Enlightenment ideals, emphasizing morality and worldly
wisdom. Despite being attributed to Knigge, later authors added etiquette rules to the book,

making it a bestseller with new editions adding more rules.

In 2004, Moritz Freiherr Knigge, a descendant, published "Spielregeln - wie wir
miteinander umgehen sollten" (Rules of the Game - How We Should Treat Each Other), a
modern update of the classic. This cemented Knigge's status as the go-to reference for
etiquette in Germany. However, whether one finds these tips useful or not is subjective.
German society seeks guidelines, and Knigge provides them, especially in professional
settings. Yet, some rules seem outdated and contentious today. Ultimately, whether one
follows these rules or not, polite and respectful behavior towards others remains timeless

and crucial, especially in Germany, where people are known for their directness and honesty.
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Reading: Behavioural Guidelines in Germany, Knigge-

Etiquette and its Strange History

In Germany, tipping in a restaurant or hotel is not a must, but you should still tip if
the service is good. When you go to a restaurant, you generally give five to ten per cent,
depending on the amount of the bill and service received. The minimum you should do is
to round the bill to the next Euro. Everyone in Germany knows this rule, but why? Who
decided this and why? Did the rule just develop naturally from experience? Did the
economy have influence like it is the case in the US? In Germany anyone would give a similar

answer: "Look it up in the Knigge."

"Knigge" is the name of the work Uber den Umgang mit Menschen - On Human
Relations, by the German writer Adolph Freiherr von Knigge. The book sets out good
manners in all conceivable situations. Knigge has been constantly updated since it was
written and is thus still of great importance today. By human Relations' he means the art of
"conforming to people's temperaments, insights and inclinations without being false; of
being able to tune oneself unceremoniously into the tone of any company without losing

either peculiarity of character or condescending to low flattery"."

Knigge had good reasons for writing this book. After completing his studies, he
was hired as a court squire, but was thrown out as a troublemaker. In 1773 he had to marry
a lady-in-waiting after playing a trick on her. Henriette von Baumbach used to secretly take
off her tight shoes under the table. Annoyed by the meaningless behavior rules of the local
court, Knigge had stolen one of these shoes and served it on a silver platter. The lady found

this public exposure of herself so unamusing that she forced Knigge into marriage.

In 1788, Knigge published his most famous work, “On Human Relations”. Contrary
to popular belief today, the book is by no means a book on etiquette; rather, a collection of
"rules of manners" on how to communicate influenced by the ideals of the Enlightenment,

which Knigge defines as follows:

1 die Kunst des Umgangs mit Menschen — eine Kunst, die oft der schwache Kopf, ohne darauf zu studieren, viel
besser erlauert als der verstindige, weise, witzreiche; die Kunst, sich bemerkbar, geltend, geachtet zu machen,
ohne beneidet zu werden; sich nach den Temperamenten, Einsichten und Neigungen der Menschen zu richten,
ohne falsch zu sein; sich ungezwungen in den Ton jeder Gesellschaft stimmen zu kdnnen, ohne weder
Eigentlimlichkeit des Charakters zu verlieren, noch sich zu niedriger Schmeichelei herabzulassen. Adolph Freiherr

Knigge, Uber den Umgang mit Menschen. Dritte Auflage.
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"If the rules of manners are not to be mere prescriptions of a conventional
politeness, or even of a dangerous policy, they must be founded on the doctrines of the
duties which we owe to all kinds of men and may in turn demand from them. - That is to say,
a system, whose cornerstones are morality and worldly wisdom, must underlie it." Today,
Knigge is regarded in Germany as the herald of fine table manners, but actually other
authors added such rules of etiquette to the book, which was already popular at the time.
The work became a bestseller and new rules were added to every edition. In 2004, Moritz
Freiherr Knigge, a descendant of Knigge, published "Spielregeln - wie wir miteinander
umgehen sollten" (Rules of the Game - How We Should Treat Each Other), a modern version
of the classic which cemented the title of Knigge as the most important reference work on

etiquette.

How relevant and useful one considers these tips is something everyone must
decide for themself. Nonetheless, German society is looking for guidelines and Knigge
makes this possible. Especially in a professional context, it is certainly useful to have a code
of generally acceptable behavior to which one can adhere. However, times change quickly.
Many rules today seem very outdated and quite controversial. The extent to which one
wants to follow the rules of etiquette in other areas of life should therefore be determined
by each individual. For example, according to the new etiquette suggested by Knigge,
“Gesundheit” (Bless you!) was supposed to be replaced, as it put too much attention on the
person who sneezed, and the new rule expected a quiet apology from the sneezer. The
intention behind the change made sense but German society didn't accept the changes and
just came back to the old ways. In the end, however, one thing is certain. Regardless of
whether one follows the "experts" or only one's own feelings, polite and respectful behavior
towards one another is timeless and important. Moreso in Germany, where people not only
will be upset about your behavior and talk behind your back, but will tell you their thoughts

directly to your face.
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Chunking Practice

ROBFRBICHLTIREON-FY BFIIERERT) . AXMHREHLEL &5,

ASARRERGALBRFEEEL. BSARALRTICELETIREORREEVEL &£ 5,
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(3)
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1M1

13

14
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(6)
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B9 5k&AH5FL (7)
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Vocabulary Practice

ERICHTIIFEIFZTOFERNOBATEEZELELS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMILRTICHATHIHEEEZEAFL LS.

tip temperament wisdom descendant
reference sneeze apology upset

he ability to use your knowledge and experience to
make good decisions and judgments

a person who is related to you and who lives after
you, such as your child or grandchild

3. | to make someone worried, unhappy, or angry

4. | Constitution or habit of mind

a writer or a book, article, etc. that is mentioned in a
5. | piece of writing, showing you where particular
information was found

to give someone who has provided you with a
service an extra amount of money to thank them
When you ---, air and often small drops of liquid

7. | suddenly come out of your nose and mouth in a way
you cannot control

an act of saying that you are sorry for something
wrong you have done

Commenting Practice

TOERIZOVWT, FTOK3IC1~5TREUFL &S,

1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A SARRERGAL1 DT DBEREZEHRL. B SARMBLRTICENICH LTETOEREZOE

MZElR~EL LD,

1. Japanese people usually have high moral standard. 12345
N . .

2 E{E classes in eIemthary school are important to 1 2345
learn about moral duties.

3 Parents have an important role to show highly 1 2345
respected behavior.

4 Itis goo.d to have a reference book to learn how to 12345
reduce interpersonal stress.

5 igﬁ;:l setting is important to learn how to relate with 1 2345
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Unit 8:

Leisure
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Leisure Introduction
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US: A Nation of Couch Potatoes?
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Listening: A Nation of Couch Potatoes?

Americans relax by watching TV, playing computer and video games, socializing,
thinking, sports and exercise, reading, and other activities. In 2020, adults spent about 5.5
hours a day relaxing. And what did they do the most? They watched television. TV watching
has changed a lot the 1950s. TVs then were black and white, had round glass screens, and

were made of wood. Of course, the technology is not the only thing that has changed.

In the Golden Age of television (1948-59), most shows were made live. There were
a lot of music and sports shows. These were cheaper to make than scripted television.

"Variety shows” with singers, comedians, and dancers, were popular.

Later, videotape made it possible to record shows in advance. This helped the TV
industry make a lot of money. At the same time, the government had to make laws about
what could be on TV. This included stopping violence, sex, drugs, and other things from

being shown. This was supposed to protect children from seeing inappropriate content.

These laws were weakened in the 1980s by President Ronald Reagan. One of the
results was that children saw much more advertising on TV. People who grew up in the

1980s saw many cartoons whose main purpose was to sell toys.

Of course, the story does not end in the 1980s. In the early 2000s, there started to
be more television dramas made like movies. They told complex stories. This was partly
because big-screen TVs made watching TV at home like going to the movie theatre. After
this came highspeed internet and streaming videos. In 2021, movie and TV streaming
websites made up 26% of all viewing in the US. Now, several streaming companies create
their own TV shows and movies. Most of these shows will never be on regular TV or in a
movie theatre. Being able to watch whatever you want, whenever you want, is more

convenient than traditional TV.

Digital streaming has changed how people watch TV in important ways. Everyone
used to watch the same few shows. Even with lots of channels on cable and satellite TV,
television events could still get 50 to 100 million viewers. Now, there are streaming services
for documentaries, horror films, art films, anime, and more. Everyone is watching something
different, and people share fewer national TV experiences. Also, with media on the internet,
people now can watch months of a TV show in just a few days. Shows are now made with
those people in mind. Audiences are expected to sit through several episodes at a time to

get the best experience.
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Reading: A Nation of Couch Potatoes?

The Bureau of Labor Statistics divides US leisure time into categories of watching
TV, playing computer and video games, socializing, relaxing and thinking, sports and
exercise, reading, and other activities. In 2020, adults spent an average of about 5.5 hours
a day doing leisure activities. And what did Americans do more than anything else to relax?
They watched television—up to three hours a day, on average.” TV watching habits have
changed dramatically since the “boob tube” first started to be found in American homes in
the 1950s.2 TVs back then were black and white, had rounded glass screens, and were
housed in large wooden cabinets. Of course, the physical television set was not the only

thing that was different about TV back then.

In the Golden Age of television (1948-59), most shows were broadcast live, and
there were a lot of music and sports programs, as well as religious and educational lectures.?
These were much cheaper and easier to produce than scripted television. Many channels
would also stop broadcasting late at night. Either way, the “variety show,” in which a host
would introduce singers, comedians, dancers, and other acts, became very popular.
Although variety shows have regained some popularity around the world in the form of

talent shows, they will never become mainstream like they once were.

Once videotape made it possible to record complex shows in advance, it began to
become a very profitable industry. At the same time, it has been necessary for the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) to regulate interstate transmissions. Many aspects of
TV have been regulated, including censoring graphic violence, nudity and sex, drug use,
and other anti-social issues. The regulations are supposed to protect the vulnerable—like

children—from seeing inappropriate or dangerous messaging.

FCC regulation was throttled in the 1980s by a man by the name of Ronald Reagan.
President Reagan ran a crusade against “big government” and “red tape.”* One of the
consequences of this deregulation was reducing advertising restrictions during children’s
programming. As a result, people who grew up in the 1980s were hit by a barrage of cartoon

shows whose primary purpose was to sell toys. This change still reverberates today: media

! https://www.bls.gov/opub/ted/2021/time-spent-in-leisure-and-sports-activities-increased-by-32-minutes-per-
day-in-2020.htm

20ld televisions used a cathode tube (73 ™7 > &) to make the pictures. People also thought that watching too
much TV would make you stupid, or a “boob.” Thus, the colorful nickname, “boob tube.”

3 https://www.britannica.com/art/television-in-the-United-States

4 https://open.lib.umn.edu/mediaandculture/chapter/15-2-government-regulation-of-media/
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companies now regularly pander to young adults by remaking the TV shows and movies of

their childhoods.

Of course, the story does not end in the 1980s. In the early 2000s, there was a surge
in cinematic television telling complex stories over multiple seasons. This was partly due to
the invention of widescreen televisions, which made home viewing more comparable to
going to a movie theatre. This trend set the stage for what would come with the advent of
highspeed internet: streaming videos. In 2021, movie and TV streaming services accounted
for 26% of all viewing in the US.®> Now, several streaming companies develop their own TV
shows and movies—most of which will never be broadcast on TV or in a movie theatre. But
the benefits of streaming seem to outweigh the drawbacks: being able to watch whatever
you want, whenever you want, is much more convenient than waiting for your program to

come on the TV.

The shift to digital streaming has changed viewing habits in significant ways. People
used to just watch the one show that all of their neighbors were. The introduction of a
surplus of channels on cable and satellite TV already introduced diversity, but television
events could still attract upwards of 50 to 100 million viewers. Now, with a streaming service
for every niche interest—from documentaries, to horror films, to independent media, to
anime, etc.—everyone is watching something different, and television broadcasts are
becoming less and less shared national experiences. In addition, with media on demand,
people now “binge” entire seasons, or even years’ worth of shows, in just a few long sittings.
Some shows are even designed with binge-watchers in mind, expecting audiences to sit

through multiple episodes at a time to get the best experience.

5 https://www.forbes.com/sites/bradadgate/2021/06/17/nielsen-streaming-video-audience-share-is-higher-
than-broadcast-tv/?sh=3078a0272c0e
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Chunking Practice
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Vocabulary Practice

ERICHTIIFEIFZTOFERNOBATEEZELELS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMILRTICHATHIHEEEZEAFL LS.

broadcast censor inappropriate restriction
surge invention significant binge

examine officially and suppress unacceptable

1. .
prats of it
5 |2 limiting condition or measure, especially a legal
" | one

3. | indulge in an activity, especially eating or drinking

4. | to send out programs on television or radio

sufficiently great or important to be worthy of
attention

6. | notsuitable in the circumstances

the action of inventing something, typically a
process or device

8. | asudden powerful forward or upward movement

Commenting Practice
TORBRIZOVWT, TOLSIZ1~5TRUEL LS,
1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A ZARRERLGAL1DFDOEREZEHL. B SARMAMIRTICENICH LTESDEREZDE
MZEBRNEL &S,

1 | have friends whom | can enjoy the same hobby 1 2345
together.

5 I have ohlme friends whom | can regularly spend the 12345
leisure time.

3. Club activates are important to find life-long friends. 12345

4. | regularly watch shows on streaming. 12345

5. | prefer spending time alone. 12345
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Germany: Exploring its meaning for Germans

HEEBDIKE (Sonntagsruhe)ld&, LIFLIEFZRRB EMEN, HEPDHRALEER
RBITBVTRVEKRZF >TWVEY ., ZEOGRICREL-BREBOKERE, &
. BHNLGREOD2E, BEOE-OICEREINE-AZEKT 5, FURX MK
TlX. BEAZE#I/ERZEEL-E. 7THEBICKALZEWVWSEEOWET L LI,
KEBEAEFEORELTRBEINTNET, E<OFIUXMIEICE-T, HIEBZ
RKEBELTSFAHI EF. REMGAFICHELEY, REPEIDHIANEBILE
Y, EECEZOMOEBHEEBZZEALYTEILICRYET, BEEEDOER
MAotlYBiSh, RAR, B, TLTRANEREZIHARETIHYET,

RBAMLBEREWNET TGS, BEABORKRELVWSHREETLOEEOHERA
FLEEEZEZTVET, E<NETIE. BREBITEETEDONEAKERB LS
N, LEOBFAKEIIAREL, FEENC DALY, RIEEBILEYTEDL L
JICEDONTVEY, COERIE. FAXRHORELT—V -S4 - 15V
DREFXEE L EFEBERHOUHSHEICELEMNZIL—YLHY FT, AEADKER
EVSBREF. KRR, IS 2a=Ts~DOSM. BEAOEREOEEMHZRAL. EA
ADZEBEEZEZ, WECEABEOEHK LD ODENIBEZECEFHEELT IVNE
MERFAL TULET,
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Listening: Sunday rest: Exploring its meaning for Germans

At the core of German culture lies a concept known as Sonntagsruhe, or "Sunday
rest," which holds significant meaning for many Germans. It represents not only a day of
relaxation but also a deep respect for tradition and community values. However, opinions

about Sunday rest vary, with some cherishing it while others wish to abolish it altogether.

The origins of Sunday rest can be traced back to Germany's religious heritage,
particularly in Christianity, where Sunday is revered as a day of worship and rest, mirroring
the biblical concept of God resting after creating the world. This religious tradition has
merged with social norms over time, forming the foundation of Sunday rest in Germany.
Article 139 of the German constitution safeguards Sunday and recognized holidays as days
of relaxation from labor and spiritual growth, a concept echoed in other countries like the
United States, Canada, Austria, Norway, and Poland. In the past, strict laws regulated
Sunday activities, with shops closed and non-essential activities prohibited. Although these
regulations have softened over time, certain rules still apply, such as designated rest periods,
typically from 10 pm to 6 or 7 am on weekdays and all day on Sundays. Activities that disrupt
peace, like loud music or lawn mowing, are discouraged, and neighbors may report

excessive noise to the police.

Even with evolving rules, the essence of Sunday rest remains influential in modern
German society. It serves as a sanctuary for relaxation and leisure, fostering family
gatherings, outdoor activities, and cultural events. This shared experience strengthens
bonds within families and communities and embodies the concept of Gemiditlichkeit,
emphasizing comfort, cosiness, and belonging. Additionally, Sunday rest offers a reprieve
from consumerism, promoting experiences over material possessions. However, debates
persist about the necessity of maintaining strict Sunday regulations in a globalized and
technologically advanced world. Some advocate for flexibility, allowing limited exceptions
for essential services, while others emphasize the importance of preserving the sanctity of

Sunday rest to promote mindfulness and intentional living.

Despite these debates, various factors, including cultural traditions and positive
associations with family time, continue to uphold Sunday rest in German society. Even
cultural events like football matches benefit from the allure of limited Sunday activities,
enhancing their appeal to the population. Thus, while the discussion about Sunday rest

evolves, its cultural significance remains deeply ingrained in German society.

113



10

15

20

25

30

Reading: Sunday rest: Exploring its meaning for Germans

At the heart of German culture lies a concept that embodies not only a day of rest,
but also a deep-rooted reverence for tradition and community. Sonntagsruhe - "Sunday
rest" - holds a special place in the hearts and minds of many Germans, symbolising a
balance between work, leisure, and family life; while others would do anything to end it

once and for all.

The roots of Sunday rest can be traced back to Germany's religious heritage. In
Christianity, which has been a fundamental aspect of German culture and influenced its
history through the centuries, Sunday is seen as a day of worship and rest. This tradition has
its origins in the biblical notion of a day of rest to commemorate the day on which God
rested after the creation of the world. Over time, this religious practice became interwoven
with social norms and formed the basis for today's Sunday rest. “Sunday and holidays
recognized by the state will be safeguarded by law as days of relaxation from labor and of
spiritual growth,” says Article 139 of the German constitution. Germany isn't the only country
with such laws. In some areas of the United States and Canada as well as in European

countries, such as Austria, Norway, and Poland similar laws are in place.

In the past, there were strict laws and regulations to ensure the sanctity of Sunday.
Shops were closed and activities that were not considered necessary were prohibited, but
in some areas the situation is slowly evolving. Now, of course, the question arises as to which
activities fall under such rules? The applicable activities are regulated by the so-called rest
periods as declared in the constitution. The generally agreed-upon rest period in Germany
is from 10 pm to 6 or 7 am on weekdays and all day on Sundays. Saturdays were historically
limited to 2 pm, but this has changed in recent years to standard weekday rest times. People
are especially protected from noise from neighbours on Sundays because everyone should
enjoy their day off. On Sundays, you should keep the volume of your music and all kinds of
noises to a minimum. This includes activities such as vacuuming or mowing the grass. Even
throwing glass into the communal trash boxes is forbidden during the rest periods. The
volume should not exceed reasonable volume; otherwise, an overzealous neighbour may

call the police for Ruhestdrung, "noise nuisance".

Even though the strictness of the earlier rules has evolved, the essence of Sunday
rest continues to influence modern German society. In an age marked by technological
progress and a constant quest for productivity, Sunday rest serves as a sanctuary for rest
and recuperation. Sunday rest is not just about staying away from work; it also includes a

range of leisure activities. Families often get together to share meals, especially for coffee
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and cake, engage in outdoor activities or visit museums and cultural events. These shared
experiences help strengthen family and community bonds and reinforce the sense of
belonging. Sunday rest is therefore more than a mere day of rest. It represents a
commitment to preserving traditions and creating space for meaningful human
relationships. This commitment is closely linked to the concept of "Gemutlichkeit", which
embraces the idea of comfort, cosiness and a sense of belonging. In addition, Sunday rest
serves as a counterbalance to the pressures of a consumerist society. In a world where
consumerism often dominates, this day of rest promotes a mentality that values experiences
over material possessions. On the other hand, the rise of the globalised economy and the
proliferation of 24/7 online connectivity have led to debates about the advisability of
maintaining strict regulations on Sunday trading and business operations. This debate is
really about how to strike a balance between preserving tradition and the conveniences of
modern life. Some Germans argue for a more flexible approach that respects the sanctity of
Sunday while allowing limited exceptions, especially in sectors that provide essential
services. Others argue that preserving the spirit of Sunday rest requires a re-evaluation of
societal attitudes towards work and consumption, and emphasise the need for mindfulness

and intentional living.

Despite the possible assumption of an progression towards the disappearance of
Sunday rest, various factors work against a change in culture. In particular, the culture of
linking Sunday rest with positive memories of family time or outdoor tours act as an obstacle
to efforts to abolish rest altogether. Even cultural events, such as football matches,
experience a particular enhancement through the retention of Sunday rest, as the limited

number of events during this time has an increased appeal for the general populatio
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Chunking Practice

ROBFRBICHLT IREON-FY BFIERERT) . EXMhHREHLEL LS,

ASARRERGALBRFEEEL. BSARALRTICELETIREORREEVEL &£ 5,

1. | BE&AH5 (3)
2. | BKIBELE-EH (3)
3. | ARDINZHAGHRHEZEDHD (9)

4. | EHhDIFBIENTES (4)

5. | EXRMLAIE (3)

6. | BEOBRICEEEZED (7)

7. | BIZESHNI=KB (5)

8. | FA#DEEMAFESINTLNS (5)
9. | HEIEZHRTDH (3)

10. | RFEFRDEE (6)

1. | KRIERAIZEERLTLS (5)
12. | REAELSD (3)
13. | BRAINLEBIIREFSATNS (4)

14| BETEESATLS (4)

15. | ZELGBEEZHEALGWLI L (4)
TEBEHAFERZESNE LAGN

16.

17. | RREEBO-HOEEHLE LTORE (8)
18. | RiE®HIBOHEFRDS (5)

19.| IREE#HO®IE (5)

20. | HEZTAMERZR (3)

21. | BEHEDES (6)

BMETFOSLEEMSDNTVRERD
(10)

23. | BHOHE (3)

Sunday rest Z#i¥3 5L T, BHALTEE
BREEKHOS ZEMNTES (10)

25. | ENICET B2 &m< (6)

22.

24.
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Vocabulary Practice

ERICHTIIFEIFZTOFERNOBATEEZELELS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMILRTICHATHIHEEEZEAFL LS.

symbolising roots safeguarded applicable
mowing |overzealous| commitment sanctity

1. | to represent something

2. | the source of something

3. | to protect something

4. | reflecting or affecting something

5. | to cut the grass

6. | too enthusiastic and eager

7. | a promise to provide something

8 the quality of being very important
" | and deserving respect

Commenting Practice
TORBRIZOVWT, TOLSIZ1~5TRUEL LS,
1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A TARRERGAL1DFTDOEREZEHRL. B SARMIRTITENICH L TESDEREZDE
MZEBRSNEL &S,

1 In Japan,.Sunday.s are the time for family, friends, and 1 2345
community to enjoy together.

2 It is getting more d|ff|.cu|t to maintaining the balance 1 2345
between work and leisure in Japan.

3. | The internet helps people to work 24/7. 12345

4 People .sho'uld learn strategies to have well-being in 1 2345
their daily lives.

5. | People in my county are generally happy. 12345
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Unit 9:

Landmine Topics



Landmine Topics Introduction

MLandmine] &I, tHpICiEBH o, BEEBICFREZGVES, #hEZHELFT.
LML, DERVZEDRB[ERTEBEREL., KERXOCGOREKRZLL-5TFEIC
BIRLTKBTT. COKSIBRRERFICLHEAELET . SENELIHEATULE
DIT, BAME-F-FEV VI TLEL, KENE—FTVTLEY. RIIR
ENMROLOTLESRYTEHEIENHYET, FSLL MEZHATLE LTI
ZNDL1=y FTEIRED Mandminel IZHEYDMRIGEWVFEY I ZHVET,

—MEHIIC. TAYDEREOHICFA VL, BARLY IREICICERIT S ET

MoNTWET, CREZBLDEEATEFYETN. ChoDEXRICHEITS
REZFEOLEYVINFELFT, COETIK, ZEDLS3GFEYIIZDONTRY
Lif, EELLVEBETEHFTYVANINETHEVEEEZRNLET,

FAY)ATIE, TThird raill EWSRBIZOWTERY LIF, MEEET T—<OH#
EFFBAL. ChoDT—IHhHMBICK > TEDKSITELGSMN. TLTHEEZEN
LEBITHEIRNENZRTLEFET,

—h. FAYTHEEEZTDLDIZEREET, Pz 8—bEA VI L= T
EFICOVTHNLES . ChET—RHIEDATELEESM I IL—VTT
BWERLGEIN, TOEENRENCERINZEEORAEZRTHWEET., 0D
EREOXFEPLHREZFIIBVERZEFE >THEY. CDHlZ@& L T lNLandmine Topics]

D—RRHLGHEEEZEY FCEBL, BREELLTENOZEBITHAIAEEZES L
ATESHTLE S,
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US: The Third Rail: Knowing is Half the Battle

BAOTHEBEEREIREOLZBUTVEIVAV—DLHEETHMN. =a—3—7
MHEE, FAYNDOBHEER LK EZRAEORBNSHBET DA EICHE>TLET,
COWLHW S [Third raill [FEEWVERMNE->TEY. b5 ELEIETHSTLED, TD
&M, T TIHONTROEER] £REET Mhird raill EFENS &S24
S2TWET,

2L, ARHDMEATWS A EIZK > TRIAY Third rail HOMDKIGIZED D
CENHYFET, RECMEBRNELLEMNTOVEBRLELVEENIINE
3, LML, #IcE->TH, TAE] COVWTETHEERLEVE., Bhtf=%L
LRISELSERENHY FT

LI DODAEICHEIT HMEFERHETY ., C CTHMICHAT HICIETHEN
RBYUFEADN, ETHICEAANGRERENGSTEH, 7A) DOEREHEMNICAE
EANNLELTVSEDERDHY FJ, HICBRANEHRNEEOCELMEDHAN
ZLOVRRTERIZREINDS E. KEGRBEINBESECY, ERHENERS
NET, 2202 0FENSIAE o1z Black Lives Matter (BLM) HiEEFBEITIE, L
FYUAVFIANLNROHREEREFELSEELZLEMEL. BARICEROFEZRELL
T. RDYIZY—2 v LT —h—%28FRATHLEERLTLEL,

&&IZ, DT Third rail E2BILER G EA, F=FIC reappropriate (BFIMA)
ENBTELNHY FT, &, cultural appropriation (LMIRER) A—fRLSh
TEEMLGERELTHERASNTVET, £CA5D, HR2BZOIFICENTIE
appropriation X7k, HEMLHENMENZEVMSALLELTAHL LA, BEW
[CEATAHEHLTEET, Reappropriation M re-IZ&->T MMYRT I &LV5 &
DHEZATURLHYFEIN, CITEBEDBERTINTLS, ZFHEORR
ENZORBEONIODELTEYVZELST MBI AT S, EVLSERIZEST
WET, BIZIE. &b & LGBTQ M Q=queer [ TRHAMNELY B i) LS
BEkZHDH. 5T LGBTQ HEJHZUHIMSHRT S-DITELATWEL, &
AN, DAT7— DA ZTALGERNNGHELRIELEZSELGELDT, 947
—EVWSRT—EREEYELTHSL, BERNICIAT7—DEKREZEYELFL
fzo SHNILHEIEYAT reappropriation DHEFITY
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Listening: The Third Rail: Knowing is Half the Battle

Most trains run along tracks with two rails. However, some trains run on three rails:
two for the wheels, and one that provides electricity. The electric current running through
the third rail is extremely dangerous, so touching the third rail could kill you. This is where
the term “third rail” comes from, describing a topic of conversation that is dangerous to talk
about. Knowing about cultural “third rails” is vital for avoiding losing potential friends and

colleagues.

The United States is very diverse, and what is a third rail depends on where you are
and who you talk to. For example, people living in rural areas tend to be Christian,
conservative, value “freedom,” and support the police and military. They are often against
abortion and LGBTQ rights. In addition, they reject social justice because it seems to
privilege some members of society over others. Conservatives value tradition, authority, and
patriotism, so questioning them can shut down a conversation. In big cities, people tend to
be more liberal. There, supporting gun rights or doubting climate change or the safety of

vaccines will quickly lead to an argument.

Americans often share strong opinions about politics and culture. This is especially
true when it comes to race. Problems with race in the US are not just “white versus black.”
Race is related to all sorts of immigrants, rich and poor. Some people think immigrants are
stealing American jobs and changing American culture. Others think they make the culture
stronger. But few people will first imagine “immigrants” as white Europeans. Non-whites
have long been associated with crime, poverty, and drugs. Conservatives' fears about them

have led to movements which seek to limit the rights of non-white, non-Christian people.

The biggest “third rail” is a list of ugly words. Racists have always had mean names
for different people. However, is one word used for black people so evil that most people
won't even say it out loud. It is now just called the “N-word.” It is extremely taboo, and is as
hateful as the Nazi swastika. While the N-word has been used to attack black people for
hundreds of years, now many of those same people use it themselves. They have changed
it into a good meaning. However, it is only for black people. If a non-black person uses the
word, they will probably lose a friend or even their job. Of course some people still say the
N-word out of hate, and there are many people who use it simply because it is taboo. Still,

one could say that the N-word is the biggest, most dangerous third-rail in American culture.
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Reading: The Third Rail: Knowing is Half the Battle

Most trains run along tracks with two rails. However, some trains, like the New York
subway system, run on three rails: two for the trains’ wheels, and one that provides electric
power. The formidable electric current running through the third rail makes it extremely
dangerous; touching the third rail would surely result in death. It is from this technology that
the term “third rail” is derived, to denote a topic of conversation that is extremely dangerous
to touch upon. Knowing about cultural “third rails” is vital for navigating a foreign culture

safely and without alienating one’s potential friends and colleagues.

The United States is very diverse, and what is a third rail depends on where you are
and who you are speaking with. For example, people living in rural areas, especially in the
southern part of the US, tend to be more Christian, more conservative, value “freedom,” and
strongly support the police and military. They often oppose topics like abortion and LGBTQ
rights on religious grounds. In addition, affirmative action, social welfare, police reform, and
social justice are usually rejected because they appear to take away freedom from some
members of society or privilege others. Conservatives value tradition, authority, and
patriotism, and questioning any of them can inadvertently shut down a conversation. On the
east and west coasts and in big cities, the more ethnically and socioeconomically diverse
population tends to be more politically and economically liberal. In these places, speaking
in favor of gun rights or questioning the veracity of climate change or the safety of vaccines
will quickly lead to an argument, and saying that poor people are simply lazy orimmoral will

not likely be greeted with openness and understanding.

Compared to Japanese people, Americans are often quicker to speak their mind
when they hold strong opinions about politics and culture. Perhaps nowhere is this more
true than in the case of race. Problems with race in the US are not just “white versus black.”
Race is related to all sorts of immigrants, including, for example, both undocumented
workers from South America and Asians from affluent families coming to study at American
universities. Some people think immigrants are stealing American jobs and diluting
American culture and values. Others see them as contributing to the diversity and strength
of the country. Either way, few people will first imagine “immigrants” as white Europeans.
Non-whites have long, mostly unfairly, been associated in the media with crime, poverty,
and drug use. Conservatives' fears about them have led to a growing movement of “ethno-
nationalism” and “Christian nationalism,” which seek to limit the rights of non-white, non-

Christian people.
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The one greatest through-line of race and “third rails” is a list of ugly words which
stain the history of the US through the present. Racists have always had offensive labels for
non-whites, non-Christians, or other alien people. But beginning with the age of slavery,
there has been one name applied to black people so dehumanizing that most people feel
ashamed to say it aloud. It is now only referred to as the “N-word.” This word is extremely
taboo in the United States and is considered as hateful as the Nazi swastika. The full story is
a little more complicated than simply calling it evil, however. While for hundreds of years
the N-word has been used as a slur against black people, many of those same people have
reappropriated it into a term of endearment. Reappropriation of language is when a group
of people give a different meaning to words, like how “queer” used to be a slur against gay
people, but today many happily use it to describe themselves. Something similar has
happened with the N-word; however, only for black people. If a non-black person uses the
word in a joke, copying their black friend, or singing along to a hip-hop tune, they will likely
immediately ruin the mood in the room and perhaps lose a friend or even their job. Of
course, there are still racists who use the word out of hate, and there are many people,
especially online, who use it simply because it is taboo. But as a general rule, one could say

that the N-word is the biggest, most universal third-rail in American culture.
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Chunking Practice

ROBFRBICHLT IREON-FY BFIERERT) . EXMhHREHLEL LS,

ASARRERGALBRFEEEL. BSARALRTICELETIREORREEVEL &£ 5,

1. | ERBISENGER (4)

2. | NBDLEIEEEKRT S (6)

[Third rail (83@ML—JL) | &LV
EENEFENT (6)

BENLGRAPCRBEZERNT S5 &<
(7)

5 | #AIZET AR (5)

6. | REMGERAT (3)

7. | &, #EEL. BEEOLZEALD (5)

8. | REZITHYLTLES (4)

& Y RIEH - t=BFNICSHRGAR
(7)

10. | SEDHEFICERL (5)

BUaOXIEIZDWTHEWERZHD
(7)

12.| HoWHEEOBRE (4)

T A ) ADXLCMERZEF/EFIZL TL
% (5)

14. | M LASICEHRLTLS (6)

11.

13.

15. | #ERZHRLES>ETSH (5)

16. | BEZFIEREBELESEDHES (9)
BICHLTES ZE#MITHALLRELS

707 (6)

18. | EANIZT HHE (5)

EHELEDEOFRXNEHELICGY
(4)

19.

124



Vocabulary Practice

EBRICHTHFEIBZTOERMNOEATEEFELLS,

ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMILRTICHATHIHEEEZEAFL LS.

formidable alienate privilege

affluent

dilute offensive dehumanize

slur

having a lot of money and a good standard of
living

2. | powerful or impressive

3. | to make something weaker or less effective

rude in a way that causes somebody to feel upset

4.
or annoyed

5 | to make somebody feel that they do not belong in
" | a particular group

6 | aN offensive term used deliberately to show a lack
" | of respect for a particular group of people

; |to make people seem like objects rather than
" | human beings

g | @ special right or advantage that a particular

person or group of people has

Commenting Practice

TOERICDOWT, FTOELSIC1~5TRUVEL LD,

1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A ZARRERLGAL1DFTDOEREZEHRL. B SARMAMIRTICENICH LTESDEREZDE

MZEBRSNEL &S,

1. There is no ethnic/race prejudice in Japan. 12345

2 Pgople in Japan have different political views in 1 2345
different areas.

3 There are many words which reappropriate in 1 2345
Japanese.

4 It is interesting to discuss about controversial topics 1 2345
with my classmates.

5. | learn a lot of swear words from Hip Hop music. 12345
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Germany: The “Genderstern”

The generic masculine (generisches Maskulinum)

—RRIGBEMER (DR vY - IXF2 ) EF ELOBMEREERAL
T, HEDOHAICREE T —BRHWELFEANLGCERTALRZETEELOEET
T BIZIE, HEIBEORINZRT BUBORAL, GERMICEIBHLTTESX
HLELLDERLGEIND

CENHYFET, CORERK, XENEZHEOZKDEZFTHRHUTHY. £OD
BHYHIIHARICEMERLET, BETEC I VA —BEBEANLERSN I
ENBEITVEY, #HHMGERLELT. CO—BRHLGEBEENEEICETLIEHE
DXEZERIEL. KES/ VNAF ) —DANZDOAREEETSELAEMENH D
EHEBENTUVET, TORH, 2 - TH - 2HDIFICHE T, PILMGERE®
A N—STREBOFERANLFEY 22HYFET,

Gendering

DIVHEYUTER, BFE. A3 a2 r—Yary, FEEHIBEICESVLTHER
DERMEITSCLEHR/LET, EBFICEVTIE. FITP o4 —DEAFEELR
EFRBESEZ-ODEEDHEIEEZEKRLTUVET, fIXIE. EHMICEERLS—
BICERSN TV EEZDIMERBICEEMA S & (e.g., fireman — firefighter,
BERFEFEM ©. QENLERBTEMY ANS T & (e.g."he/she” or singular "they",
CA-BPA-TA) DEIFONET,

Paternalism

NE—F Y XLERF, EBREMEACERAOBRPLERREZFIBL. HoDx
EDFZDEOICTHIL TS EERIDHEZELET . ChIXBE. BAFE
LOERENDERZRET AL OLGREMRRATRONTT, CORFERFSTVED
pater () [CHRL. EAZFEOHEI/MMBEICTRDOOTREZTL., AINKENZEA
DTWHERETHIRBMAT IO—FERBRLTUVET,

CHITHHTEHEIL. "2 —F UV XLIEREIRNTHY . BEAOBREZHIR
TRHARENHDETRLTE Y., IFHE., HITEAN+ZEIHBOHIBEEN Z
B-GRWEEIC, ENOTFEOICRERIGENH LI EETRLTVET,
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Listening: The “Genderstern”

The stereotype that Germans dislike small talk is not true. As anyone who was
hanging out with Germans can attest, they don’t mind talking, as long as there's a purpose.
They often have strong opinions on everything, and they expect you to have them too.
Visitors to Germany should be ready to discuss topics that might be considered taboo in
other countries, as Germans are quick to express their opinions and challenge different

views.

One example of a controversial topic in Germany is the use of the "gender star" or
gender asterisk (""), which is part of a debate about gender-neutral language. In German,
the masculine form is often used for addressing both men and women, even though there
are separate feminine forms. The discussion is for example about whether using the word
"Student" (which is masculine) is appropriate for both male and female students. According
to the dictionary, "Student" can refer to both genders, so the issue is not about grammar.
Some people prefer using both forms, "Studentinnen" (female) and "Studenten" (male), or
simply using the plural. The gender star ("Student*innen") was introduced as a way to avoid
writing out both versions. However, this can make writing look awkward. A typical sentence
could be: "Dear female and male students, dear female and male citizens, dear female and
male police officers." Looking like the following “Liebe Student*innen, liebe
Anwohner*innen und liebe Polizist*innen”. Gender-neutral language is not just a German
issue. In English, we now use neutral terms like "police officer" instead of "policeman" and

"cabine crew" instead of "stewardess" or "steward."

Discussions about gender-neutral language have been happening since the 1970s,
and the first guidelines were created in 2009. Opinions on this topic are very divided. Some
see gendered language as a sign of equality, while others think it's confusing and
unnecessary. There is no official rule change for spelling yet, but many institutions are
creating their own guidelines. In some universities, failing to use the correct form can cost
you points. While some publications opted to completely using female versions only,

arguing that for years the male version was exclusively used and they just turn it around now.

In some regions of Germany, like Saxony and Bavaria, discussions or rules banning
gender-inclusive language in schools and government are taking place. In 2023, Bavaria
decided to ban it, and by 2024, special characters used to describe genders will be

forbidden in schools and public institutions.
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Reading: The “Genderstern”

The rumour, that Germans despise small talk, is far from true. It isn't the small talk
itself that Germans are averse to, it's pointless talking. As long as there is a purpose to a
conversation, Germans will talk, and they will expect you to stick around to hear the answer
to any question you ask. Much to the chagrin of some guests, Germans tend to have an
opinion on everything and everyone. So, when travelling to Germany, you should be
prepared for people to discuss things that may be considered taboo in other countries.
What all the topics have in common, is the fact that dissenting opinions are gladly rebutted

or refuted.

An example of such a discussion inducing landmine topic is the “*”, the so-called
gender star/ gender asterisk and the political debate surrounding it. In German, the generic
masculine is still mostly used today, i.e. the male variant. Persons and professions are
referred to grammatically as masculine, although there is usually also a feminine form of the
word. The discourse is formed around the wish for appropriate language and gender-
conscious use of language is intended to express the equal treatment of all
genders/identities. In short, can you use the word “student” to describe male and female
students, even though the word has a masculine gender and uses the article “der”? Better
would be the use of the female and male version, or to stick to plural. In the end, the gender
star avoids the mixed form “(female) Studentinnen und (male) Studenten” in shortening it to
Student*innen. At the same time, this can make a text look unnatural and weirdly
convoluted--more so than German writing tends to be already. The problem is not based
on the grammar either, as “Student” can be used for male and female alike, according to
the dictionary. A normal speech can easily start like this: “Dear female students and male
students, dear female and male citizens of the town, dear male and female police officers.
(Liebe Student*innen, liebe Anwohner*innen und liebe Polizeibeamt*innen)”. But Gender-
neutral language is not only a German problem. In similar situations English uses nowadays
neutral terms or the plural. For example, policeman is nowadays a police officer and “cabin
crew” and “flight attendant” is often used instead of “stewardess” and “steward”, or the even

more outdated "air hostess” and "air host".

Gender-equitable language comes in many different guises. and there is still no
conclusive opinion as to which form of gendering is the best. Opinions differ. While some
recommend a mixed form others are in favour of a specific form of gendering. The gender
asterisk initially established itself as "politically correct". Nowadays, the semi-colon is seen
as more correct (Student;innen) than the the gender asterisk, as the semi-colon appeals not

only to men and women, but also to people with other gender identities.
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There have been discussions about creating a gender-equitable language since
the 1970s and the first version of a general regulation has existed since 2009. The positions
between supporters and opponents of this language are often hardened. Some see
gendering as an expression of gender equality, while others see it as a language blur and
paternalism. As already mentioned, there is no gender reform for the official spelling rules
either. However, more and more places are issuing their own guidelines and directives on
gender-equitable language. In some universities, you would lose points for example for
forgetting to use the right form. Interesting in this context is a judgement by the Higher
Regional Court of Frankfurt in June 2022, where a non-binary person had filed a lawsuit
against the binary forms of address "Mr" and "Ms" used by the Deutsche Bahn and won.!
The court ruled that the Deutsche Bahn must supplement the form of address with other
forms of address for people with the gender marker "diverse". The displeasure of some at
this "paternalism" was taken up by politicians at state level. In some other federal states, a
gender ban in schools and administration is being discussed or regulations already exist,
for example in Saxony and Bavaria. In March 2023, the Bavarian state government decided
to ban gender inclusive language and since April 2024, it has been forbidden to use special

characters in schools, universities and public authorities to describe genders.?

It's easy to recognise that this topic can quickly lead to hard fronts, with both camps
seeing themselves as being on the morally right side. However, it generally doesn't hurt to
be prepared for issues that are controversial in other countries. Of course, saying "l have no
opinion on that" is always a good way to get out of a discussion. So small talk in Germany
has its own difficulties, but you also get fascinating insights into opinions, whereas in
countries like Japan, where people stereotypically are not so open in expressing their

opinions, you would not receive insights like this for years.

! https://dejure.org/dienste/vernetzung/rechtsprechung?Gericht=0LG%20Frankfurt&Datum=21.06.2022&Akte
nzeichen=9%20U%2092/20#:~:text=positiven%20Geschlechtseintrag%20zulassen-,Auszug%20aus%200LG%20F
rankfurt%2C%2021.06.2022%20%2D%209%20U%2092,%2C%20jeweils%20zitiert%20nach%20juris).
2https://www.jurist.org/news/2024/03/bavaria-bans-use-of-gender-sensitive-
language/#:~:text=The%20German%20state%200f%20Bavaria,have%20therefore%20banned%20the%20practic
e.

129



Chunking Practice

ROBFRBICHLT IREON-FY BFIERERT) . EXMhHREHLEL LS,

ASARRERGALBRFEEEL. BSARALRTICELETIREORREEVEL &£ 5,

1. | ERERIFEREWL (4)

2. | BMERLGRE (2)

3. | 2EHS - D2FFES (3)

4. | BT—BENDELS3UGLZEEE (6)

5. | BATRBVHENESND (5)
6. | ENZEHCHBURHIGER (5)
7. | EMICIEBEREZERT S (6)

8. | BYILGLEEELEROHFEL (5)

9. | Pz UA—FEBHLI-EEEL (4)
TRTCDS VB — " TATUoTAT14DE
45| (6)

1. | ~IZfEHLT (4)

12. | WELICRENLBERIEZL (4)
BEOCI A — R EXEITEIALNDS
(8)

14. | BEFEDKRIE (5)

BEDHA FSA4 UPERFEHLTLS
(5)

16. | SFRIZEE Lz (5)

10.

13.

15.

17. | ZBIBFEUNTE ) (5)

18. | BHLEC T VA —RFEDAR (6)
19. | —ERDOARDFREE (4)

BEMIZELMUIZWREHRLET ZET
(7)

21. | BawmEEND=® (5)

20.

22. | BRICHT DEKRERWNAEZEZES (5)

130



Vocabulary Practice

ERICHTIIFEIFZTOFERNOBATEEZELELS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMILRTICHATHIHEEEZEAFL LS.

despise masculine appropriate gender-neutral
plural guideline forbid insight

not making a difference between

1.
men and women
5 having the qualities or appearance
" | considered to be typical of men
3|2 form of a noun or verb that refers
" | to more than one person or thing
4 |t dislike and have no respect for

somebody/something

a set of rules that are given by an

5. | official organization telling you how
to do something

an understanding of what something

6. is like

7 suitable, acceptable or correct for
" | the particular circumstances

g | to order somebody not to do

something

Commenting Practice
TORBRIZOVWT, TOLSIZ1~5TRUEL LS,
1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A ZARRERLGASG1 DT DOEREZEHL. B SARMAMIRTICENICH LTESDEREZDE
MZEBRNEL &S,

1 Japanes.e language is less sensitive toward gender 12345
expression.

5 I agree to have more divers forms of address for 1 2345
official documents.

3 Young peoplg are actively discussing gender 1 2345
inclusiveness in SNS.

4 Japanese people tend to have fixed mindset for 1 2345
gender.

5 Jgpangsg people have more conservative idea for 1 2345
diversity in the society.
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Unit 10:

Politics
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Politics Introduction
CHETIEH. BUBEWS T—TZH/UWVET, [Politics is an absolute no-go, it is

never discussed. (BURIEZ T—71=, #XFIZEMLAEL, ) 1 ELVH5DIF. —#kp%
REFEXT—DEZATY., LML, GEESILOTLLI N ?BUAFERDE o H
(F&aY, LELEFRLWERZSISEC T EAHYET., HHWEI. HFEMNE
DEETREFISEZRLIOML LNAFEA, — AT, KZEFEBEORKRREITT
T EOKRICHLEVEDZERESE. BEBHICEHEIRETY, TOLH. <D
Az bTHE. BURICETSZERIRE FEV I ERYET,

TAVADTHFRRAMILWT—TZHKLOTVET, 7AVHDDOETELGBUE. FHE
THORR. — KBRS, ELTAT A 7HBUAICHT HERICEDLSITHEZEE
Z. BMEMIEDGDEBRLET, LFEAZERNT AN AIZTNELLTH, Thb
DEBIZEEINSGEEHY. DA EIATAT7ITIV—DOMEICmEED
BEIENELGYERA, FLELDBE, TA)VATOREFHRAEKIZEEEZSA.
ZTORBEMBIIBRTHLICICRZTONSZENHY FT,

FAYICETETFRAMNIBLZZ7TO—FZEZWMoTLES, A VERLEE
NOHAHZED—DOTHAICEI D HLLT . TOBUEOEEFEICI—0 v/ EIZR
BRTVET, SBI2, FAYDBAVATLRETZ AV ADEDEY LEHTT,
—AT., RABZAICEREZEZEZ5BADOHELAHY . TNIZTOVTEZLLOD
ARG CIZFEBMIAGENW IS ELRHBYFEFT-TNEKREDOBUETT ., D= k
TIIZEDBCRTEE. TORBREFZEIZTOVWTERFZLUTET, BRI T LY
BRVBAREFIZCE >THELNDIHOITTIELGL, SEITFLGETREIATWLS
CEERLTVET, BN, BUBRR T LIELLNA—TUICETLOTEHHY
FHEAD., TNTHLIEBEZEREAETELRITAEGLLELDTY,
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US: Horserace Politics with Red Elephants and Blue Donkeys

BAT MBUal © NEFE] VAKX AREMNL 1EEC 5 DEENIRWOAIC
BoH. EVWSISRBEDAA—DUTLED, —A. THAUATELDAIZELTIE T
Bl ABREMICETOALGVIDTHY., LALBKRELTHRSICEILHYFT,
ZTOEREFIRS., S0OFRDL—HUVBETATATEHRT HEENEO O,
Za—ANHIARIUGZZEEDBRHFIELBEIEMLIBEYVET ., TORKE. TE
SVl TAEY] O=Za2—REMR, SOFBR. FRLGCENERLTEEANK
ELRY, ITITXIEHIZBHRGT A DOBUEHMBE Bt zBLSETEF L,
ZLTSD SNS B TIE, AT 7DHEEDN, BROERDHAEGSH 0514V
DAZ2ZTAICRESNDIMERAABE>TOVET, BIRLGEE. Fo-REN
BUWHRIZDENEDT, COREBERET DIRAADNI>TVFEEA,

BMRIIEEILS TE1 (EHKRK) & TH1 (RSFR) LT EnHHHN.
EIC&>TEZDEKREVLSHIICE->TWET, 7AYHDBEIEEDELHRERM
REFRTHY., AEHEMETT, I—AYIDELDEPLAREEST, CDID
DRAIBUEZHFE>TWSD T, ZBIENBUEHGAFIICLBIEShTOES, &
BIZ, FAYATREBEMAOLIZZDODIFEMETEG LS, KfETYT . BRAEREM
[CKFEEELT 5D, TOBEADTATUT 4T 4—0AA—ONEFRNGIR
RELYBHRINDIERICHYFET, UEOBEENH-T. 74U HOBUALNIREG
BIZEoTWET, EIrDIZY FT, FAUDANIZEST, BURALREITIAESR
FECEITEIRZTLEVSIEFNHDILEVWTVET, FEIT, HAHHEA, Hug, 03
AZTA—TREZOBENFELEETTNET, £EIHM, HRALGEKRT IBUG] »
BFONGTOADLEL, BURZIRELALTALVET, BHEDROBUER DX
ETRGLATH, REAEDTAVAANDTATUT AT 14— IN5BUARKITRM
BEBABODTVET, TDH, BEVOHIEZITDANIZTELT, 7AYHDEUA
MERRZDLTIH O THES S EEEEBIFIZHESTL L S,
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Listening: Horserace Politics with Red Elephants and Blue

Donkeys

Government runs the country, and politics how we decide who runs it. In America,
people usually to treat politics as entertainment. In fact, politics has been compared to a
horserace. Candidates race for first place as the voters cheer on their team. This has been
made worse by entertainment news and social media. Both earn money by dividing and
angering people. Some politicians now call their opponents “the enemy.” Today many
people wear their political identity on their sleeve. In extreme cases, they may lose family
over political disagreements. The United States has two major political parties. They go by
many names and descriptions: republican versus democrat, right versus left, red versus blue,
conservative versus liberal, etc. The modern Republican Party has been led by famous
presidents like Ronald Reagan, George W. Bush, and Donald Trump. Their mascot is an
elephant. The Democratic Party is represented by a donkey and has had presidents Bill
Clinton, Barak Obama, and Joe Biden. Republican ideas have changed throughout history,
but their basic values have stayed the same. Republicans state that freedom is most
important. “Freedom” means less government regulation. This means fewer laws restricting
businesses, lower taxes, and easier gun ownership. Republicans also deeply value tradition,
patriotism, Christianity, and marriage. Republicans generally resist change. This is why they

|Il

are called “conservative.” Democrats are the liberal party. The word “liberal” comes from
“liberty,” so democrats also like freedom. For democrats, forced tradition is anti-freedom.
Instead, they like expanding rights and diversity. Progressives prefer a larger government
which can protect minorities and help those in need. Unsurprisingly, many democrats live

in cities, where the population is more diverse.

Politics seems very black-and-white in America. Actually, most citizens agree with
different parties on different issues. Because they do not match one party completely,
people likely vote based on feelings. Which party do they “like” more? That is why politicians
try to show they are “just like you” or “someone you'd like to have a beer with.” Of course,
very few voters have much in common with the rich, famous, and influential people who run
the government. People’s political opinions are strongly influenced by family and
community, but they are also influenced by media. Republicans watch Fox News, because
Fox gives conservative opinions. Democrats watch MSNBC because they do the same with
liberal opinions. The thing happens with newspapers, Youtube, and TikTok. That is why

media literacy is probably the first step to fixing the American political landscape.
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Reading: Horserace Politics with Red Elephants and Blue
Donkeys

Government is the business of running a country; politics is how you decide who is
in charge. While studying the history of the government in the United States can actually
teach you a lot about contemporary American culture, people tend to treat politics as the
more immediate—and often more entertaining—concern. In fact, politics has long been
disparagingly compared to a horserace, as candidates for office race for first place as the
voters cheer on their team. The treatment of political parties like sports teams has been
exasperated by for-profit news networks and social media feeds which earn more money by
dividing and angering their users, and some politicians have even taken to calling the
opposing side “evil” and “the enemy.” Today the country is at a point where many people
wear their political identity on their sleeve and in extreme cases may even disown family

members over political disagreements.

The United States has two major political parties, which control almost the entire
government.! They go by many names and descriptions: republican versus democrat, right
versus left, red versus blue, conservative versus liberal, and so on. The modern Republican
Party, sometimes called “the GOP” (the Grand Old Party), has been led by such famous
presidents as Ronald Reagan, George W. Bush, and Donald Trump. Their party mascot is an
elephant. The Democratic Party, on the other hand, is represented by a donkey—an animal
known for its stubbornness—and has given us such presidents as Bill Clinton, Barak Obama,

and Joe Biden.

The GOP has changed throughout history, for example, with the “Tea Party”
movement of the early 2000s and later Donald Trump's “MAGA" (Make America Great
Again) movement, but its underlying principles have generally stayed the same. The
Republican platform states that freedom is the most paramount value. “Freedom,” in this
case, is linked to less government intervention into individuals’ daily lives. This translates to
a desire for fewer laws restricting businesses (including environmental protection laws),
lower taxes, and fewer hurdles to gun ownership. At the same time, republicans deeply
value tradition, like patriotism, Christianity, and heterosexual marriage. This is why they are
called “conservative”: republicans generally resist change, and often actively want to turn

the clock back to a golden, nostalgic past.

1 While the party names have stayed the same, their policies and supporters have undergone major historical
evolutions. This essay is primarily concerned with the organizations’ contemporary forms.
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Democrats, by contrast, form the United States’ liberal party. The word “liberal”

1

comes from “liberty,” so democrats also prize freedom; however, they do so in a
“progressive” way. From a democratic point of view, forced tradition and resistance to
change are anti-freedom. Instead, they emphasize expanding rights and growing the
diversity of the country and culture—after all, the United States is a country of immigrants.
Thus, progressives prefer a larger, more robust government which can protect the rights of
minorities and help those in need. It is no coincidence that democrats tend to live in cities,

where the population is more ethnically, socially, gender-, economically, and otherwise

diverse.

Because of this two-party system, politics is heavily polarized in the United States.
In actual fact, as they attempt to distinguish themselves from each other, the parties do not
actually end up directly representing much of the country at all, since most citizens agree
with different parties on different issues to a certain extent. Therefore, when people go to
the ballot box, they likely vote based on their feeling of identification—which party or
candidate do they “like” more? That is the reason why politicians put so much effort into

" n | "
!

signaling that they are “just like you,” “normal,” or “someone you'd like to have a beer with.”
Of course, the reality is that very few voters have much in common with the rich, famous,

and influential people who run the government.

Either way, people’s political opinions are strongly influenced not only by family
and community, but also by the news media they consume and the groups they join online.
Republicans watch Fox News, because Fox mixes conservative-leaning commentaries in
with its conventional news reports; democrats watch MSNBC because they do the same with
liberal opinions. The same patterns can be observed with many newspapers and non-
traditional media, like Youtube and TikTok news shows. That is why many now argue that
media literacy is the first crucial step to fixing the utterly bifurcated American political

landscape.
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Chunking Practice

ROBFRBICHLT IREON-FY BFIERERT) . EXMhHREHLEL LS,

ASARRERGALBRFEEEL. BSARALRTICELETIREORREEVEL &£ 5,

1. | EZEETHHEFE (6)

2 HNEEZEOHN (4)

3. | AEWHENTELZESL—X (4)

4 A—H—%0WHLBLESHZET (6)
BROBCAMTAToTA4T4I12FIZDIF
—BERICKRT (7)
AMEROHEEZEAICRKLEBEZYS
(6)

7. | SESEGHUELHD (7)
8. | RFMRH)AZILIR (3)
9. | EEITHMLnHO/N (6)

ZTOEXREZFIHMREDL > TLVEL
(8)

1. | BEHARVEELMETHS (6)

FYDLGNMEADBEEEZE~NDBFDNA
(7)

13. | EHEER<CEALS (3)
14. | —fRE9IZZEEICERL (3)
15. | RER+tBHZEALS (4)

16. | SARIMFEHOCEIE~DER (6)

ERZMRL, SHREERKRT S LER
#H (7)

18. | HEMDBIRDEFZFS (5)
19. BARELIB/BIELTLS (4)

BRIFEWCENEZRAS 95
(5)

21. | BE#EBAEDVERE (6)

HBRDOHLIAREEBELGEFEAENGW
(7)

23. | RFFYD®RFTE (2)

RRTBD-ODRYIDEELRAT YT
(6)

10.

12.

17.

20.

22.

24.

138



Vocabulary Practice

EBRICHTHFEIBZTOERMNOEATEEFELLS,

ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMILRTICHATHIHEEEZEAFL LS.

disagreement represent principle

paramount

resistance robust distinguish

literacy

1. | arule or a theory that something is based on

2. | the act of refusing to obey

a situation where people have different opinions
about something and often argue

4. | strong and not likely to fail

5. | knowledge or skills in a specific area

to recognize the difference between two people or|
things

to be a member of a group of people and act or
speak for them at an event, a meeting

8. | more important than anything else

Commenting Practice

TOERICDOWT, FTOELSIC1~5TRUVEL LD,

1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A TARRERGHEL1DFDOEREEHL. B SARXAHLRTICENICHLTESDEREZDE

MZElR~FEL LD,

We often see American president on Japanese

1 TV/media. 12345

2. | know the American politics very well. 12345

3. The President Trump is the most famous one in Japan. 12345

4 Jgpanese government has the equal power to talk 1 2345
with American government.

5. American will soon have the female president. 12345
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Germany: “Studentische Selbstbestimmung” - student self-
determination

1968 FEE L, HEBEE., TEEER. HEWTER. T L TEAELOHZEE
TR DEECHBAICISIHRNGHZREH T LIz, BATIE, BRAXKFELER
RRZOHEMAZTE SN, FA YT, ZETEORBRENERER. BLAEXRH. 7
FRALIZHT DRFEERLELZ, BT, LT - R FarhMEEELLTHRE
L. 1968F 4 A 11 BICEEBBRICHESINE Lz, FELLOHRDLMITEER.
AT FREMERALE L TERORZICEEEZSA TV ETLE,

1968 FEEE, KFDOBELFREE. BUAHESICKELGEREZ Lo LFEL
o TOFE T, REOREENEA. FELLRIERREICSNYT HEMEEF
Lfz. £RREEDBAIZEY, ZERKNZMFTZRRITSML, HUFa1 5 LN
EHMTHRMICHESLFE L,

T, ZROEBOEFEFET L., FFRALEBRDHHIBIRITHT HHLHIA
MEYELz, ChITL Y, ASMPFOHRPEBERAERL., 2ILT7 2 - N—1N—%
RIFEDFEN 1968 FLROMMIREEZMARLE Lz, GIEMGELICEETST.
FEEHI M VORZEEFDOFTHEMLBEREGYELE, CORBEFPES
CDEBEZBZRELSE., TO—MEFRICEROBUETIL—TIZSMLE LT,

Germany and violence at protests

FAYDHBEBXLITRVEREMIL—YZERL, TROBEBHGESDEERNEH
TY . I 1968 FDFAES (68er-Bewegung) 1&. FRBLFED HIZEBIRE
2FENn. THRERI RAF) OTOREBEMNIESNZFELE, COEFE., RIEHRED
REFEFHOEBLELGYELE, HIZE. Ry ¥R ML (Anti-Castor) MEFEHT
T, REEVEECRATETENTON, ERLEDERZ5ISEILEL, F
=z FAYTRERFTFREFHIRVERZFHOTVEY ., &5 LEREFHE. 7
A= ILEANERROHBERFZEVEISEET, 1920-30 FROKETHRE®
HEFHREHICLDPHALVHEFRE, AHEROXEZKIEEFD—ATLz, ]
ROBHRIEFEFHBTEHY FEADN, BEBAHEDOHROERLEBADIER
X, BEHBOHBERFOZEZRBRCELTVWET, TATH, BROFMYTE
FIEMGBASIAEIL SN, KEEGHERIOLEEHFIETLTOET,
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Listening: “Studentische Selbstbestimmung” - student self-

determination

In many countries, politics is not a common topic of conversation. However, in
Germany, politics is often part of everyday discussions. Germans typically have opinions on
many topics and are confident in their views, whether or not they are experts on the subject.
A person planning to study in Germany might expect to avoid such topics during their time

abroad, but they will soon discover that politics is everywhere, even in universities.

German universities have a strong connection to politics, with a history that includes
the influential 1968 student movement. This movement was a time of protests against the
government, the university system, and the Vietnam War. Students, inspired by global
protests, criticized the authoritarian university structure and the failure to fully address the
National Socialist past. The protests included peaceful demonstrations but also radical
actions, including violence. Some of the students involved in more radical actions, like
Joschka Fischer and Daniel Cohn-Bendit, went on to become influential political figures in

Germany and the protests are generally seen as sucess.

Alongside the 1968 movement, student self-governing bodies, such as student
parliaments, became important and form student life until today. “Studentische
Selbstbestimmung” is an important part of student life and these groups allowed students
to discuss and make decisions on political issues. Today, student elections are still a
significant event in German universities. Students from a wide range of political views run
for election, and these elections provide a chance for students to learn about different

ideologies and political programmes.

Student parliaments play a vital role in shaping university life. They work to improve
study conditions, push for better funding for universities, and advocate for equal access to
education. They also organize cultural and social events, such as concerts and film nights,
to bring students together and encourage dialogue. Additionally, student representatives
offer support for first-generation students, those whose parents did not attend university,

by providing advice and guidance.

Although fewer students are voting in student elections today, political
engagement remains an important part of university life. Political groups and meetings still
provide students with opportunities to become active and exchange ideas, making politics

a significant part of the university experience.
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Reading: “Studentische Selbstbestimmung” - student self-

determination

In many countries around the world, people don't talk about politics. However,
anyone who comes to Germany with this attitude will face problems. Politics is normal small
talk, and the "typical’ German stereotypically has an opinion on everything and everyone—
and regardless of their actual abilities, they are confident their way is the best. Now, a
prospective exchange student might think that at least during their year abroad they would
be spared such topics. But those who think this way will soon find Germans throwing a
spanner into the works. Politics and German universities have a long tradition that is deeply
embedded in the country's social and political structures. Particularly noteworthy is the 1968
movement, a time of social upheaval and change that has had a lasting impact on the
university landscape. This movement was characterized not only by peaceful protests, but

also by radical actions.

The 1968 movement was one of the most influential social movements of the 20th
century in Germany. Students, inspired by international protest movements, questioned the
established social and political structures. Their criticism was directed against the university
structure, which was perceived as authoritarian; the inadequate reappraisal of the National
Socialist past; and the Vietnam War. Demonstrations, occupations and other forms of
protest became typical expressions of resistance. A particularly controversial element of this
period was the use of violence as a means of protest. Some later prominent politicians,
including Joschka Fischer and Daniel Cohn-Bendit, were active during this period as part of
the student's protesting and represented the radicalisation of part of the movement. The
‘stone-throwing politician’ became a symbol of the movement's ambivalence. Radical
protesters who openly admitted their past use of violence integrated into the German

political landscape and shaped politics in the country.

Parallel to the 1968 movement, student self-governing bodies, in particular student
parliaments, experienced a renaissance. These bodies, which had already been introduced
in the post-war period, gained in importance as a result of the protest, as they served as
platforms for political discussions and decision-making. The student parliaments reflected
the plurality of political opinions within the student body and provided space for debates

on topics such as education policy, social equality and international solidarity.

Elections for student parliaments are still a central part of political life at universities.
Election days are often celebrated with large turnouts and intensive election campaigns.

Different university groups, representing a range from extreme conservative to radical left-
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wing positions, compete to win the student vote. These elections not only offer an
opportunity for political participation, but also for political education, as they encourage

students to engage with different ideologies and programmes.

The work of student parliaments has a direct impact on student life. They are
instrumental in shaping everyday university life, from improving study conditions to
organising cultural and leisure activities. Since the 1970s, student representatives have
increasingly advocated for the democratisation of universities. They demand co-
determination rights in academic bodies, better funding for universities and the removal of
social barriers to access higher education. The parliaments regularly organise events such
as discussion forums; concerts and film nights, which strengthen the sense of community
and promote dialogue between different groups; as well as important advice centres such
as initial legal advice or psychological counselling. Nowadays, particular emphasis is placed
on counselling for first-generation students, i.e. students whose parents were not previously
at university. Life at university can be quite challenging without advice from family or

acquaintances, and fail rate among this demographic is especially high.

One particular achievement is student tickets, which contribute to social and
ecological sustainability. Student tickets are negotiated by the student parliaments with
railway companies and allow students to use local public transport. Thanks to them,
students can travel for free on regional trains in their state and neighbouring cities for a
semester contribution of around 10,000 yen. Students with low incomes can even get a
ticket for free, subsidized by the rest of the students’ contributions. This not only allows
students to travel home easily on the weekend, but also to explore the surrounding area of
their university town. In many places, students also receive a ticket for local bus or tram
services and a cultural ticket, which includes admission to museums, theatres and sporting

events.

Although student participation in elections for the student parliament has declined
in recent years, political participation is still an important part of student life. Specialist
groups and political groups form meeting places, creating opportunities to exchange ideas

and become active and, last but not least, are an important part of students' job applications.
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Chunking Practice

ROBFRBICHLT IREON-FY BFIERERT) . EXMhHREHLEL LS,

ASARRERGALBRFEEEL. BSARALRTICELETIREORREEVEL &£ 5,

1. | HEEOMEEE (3)

filIcTY, HICTEILERZHEL-TWS
(7)

KERDRENICEFREC  (5)
—Hz&HL 5 - MWEITT S (6)

~[ZRCHARAFEN (3)
RLHEENDHLHHREE (5)
B D= - BUARIE (5)

EREENEZFIEHONE (4)
RHERWN:=2E (4)

10. | COEHOMEMMHENREE (6)

1. | #E&F== (3)

12. | BUaHIER CPERREDNS (6)

13. | BUBMIER DS (5)
ZLDREEETHIEE T v oR—0
(6)

15. | SETFEFLBRBOBRADSMERT (6)
16. | ZHEEF~DEEMLTFE (6)

17.| REORXEL (4)

18.| A32=T48H#%E50% (5)

19. | MEADENT FNA4 X (3)

20 (FHMNKREZIZE->TLVEL) E—HADFEE
1 (2)

21.| COB (F—tHRDFEE) ORER (5)

R - ERFHGFRAREICERKT 5
(6)

23. | O AHZEHE (3)

24. | Bl ZERRT S (5)

25. | ZEOUBEBNEEZLGER (7)
26.| GEIBMID) ST HH= (5)

V| ® [N w

14.

22.
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Vocabulary Practice

ERICHTIIFEIFZTOFERNOBATEEZELELS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMILRTICHATHIHEEEZEAFL LS.

prospective | influential resistance solidarity
advocate dialogue sustainability explore

support by one person or group of people
1. | for another because they share feelings,
opinions, aims

5 having a lot of influence on

" | somebody/something

a formal discussion between two groups or
3. | countries, especially when they are trying to
solve a problem

expected to do something or to become

4. .
something
5 the act of using force to oppose
" | somebody/something
o travel to or around an area or a country in
6. :
order to learn about it
7 the ability to continue or be continued for a

long time
8. | to support something publicly

Commenting Practice
TOERIZDOWVWT, TO&LSIC1~5TEUFELELS,
1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A ZARRERGAL1DFTDOEREZEHRL. B SARMMIRTICENICH LTESDEREZDE

MZEBRSNEL &S,

1 linvolved in a student body activity in junior or high 1 2345
school.

5 | am interested in discussing politics among other 1 2345
students.

3. | | obviously go to elections. 12345

4 Political education needs to be done better at 1 2345
schools.

5 | see some problems in this university to improve 1 2345
students’ life.
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Unit 11:
Identity
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Identity Introduction

BFEDEFEZEZT IR, ZLOFERFEY, £E. EFEH. BEHBOREIRE W

SEBMABBEITEELABTY, LHAL. BEERUNSEDIS5ATRVEEN
BRO—DOTHY LGNS, LELEBMFEEEShTOEE0L8HYFT. T
(PAToT4T74 (BEREH) | EVLVSWETY,

TATUoT4T4 & BACEKEANERBEREZEDSSICEEL, F-tEH,
BEDESICEBBINTVEINE VWS EHIBLET, £IICE. BRMTATY
TAT4. WHHTAToTAT4. XMW TATUoTaT4. EBENTATOT
4T 4. SHICITBKOHBE., RSB OVWVETATUOTATAHELEFE
NET, BFEH, ZEEHLVEZBMARICMN ST TES, ALH TES LA
BN ZEDEIICERELTLANEVSIFHLWWEZAAICLHES ZEITRYFET,

NoDBIZRYIRSGZET, BRBRERDESGHRVWEBLICKRITNTEHZEN
TEFEY,
- BAOEERM. HAWVWIHBHMT A TUoTAT14EEDKSIC
MBATE DS 2h%,
- BEIZOVWTEBATEIKHMONT VAR T LA Z A F(EfIH,
- ENLDSL, ENDEHETIEGENES 5D,
-BOBEBEFENLEEDELSICAEE2TVSESID,

BoEZE, EXERIZI 27— a3 vl sE2EHICARARTYT ., BS
DT7ATUTATAZEZEBLTUONIE, TNZMEICHEICHRAT LI ENTE,
BREPEABRICH L THBREICRRZFRLAZEFBELHBYES,

Sz, BERLELET7ATUOTATAZDLDEREESAYET, HLLEE
PHERA. ASMRBEMYANDSZELHEITLED. FATUOTATAREES
nN-ELOTEELS, EELKETFEIELED0TYT, =2a—3—90T7 7> FHRRMNL
BROZEICEH>TREIZELELTVWSERROSNTWVWAKIIT, FATUTATA
TEFLEL DTG, BNGELDHEDTT,

COERRMEERHT S LF. PENELEBRNDIDTREEGL, Abh=EET

RIFANDBITELGDTL &5,
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US: American Identities through Images and Language

TATUTAT4—IEH/EBAZETE TA—1 2BHKT 5, ARITHVTHBRL
R—1 AEWZEMIDLET . ABIDNGALLGCERVPRIRIZE TS TR—1H%]
EEALRFE-TWS THER—M] EORBIZHBEBLTWVWSAINERDOET, TLT
ZTOBEDZEHEDOMICRD2FoNS TAELL) A—RNE 74 ToT4T4—1
IZHYET D, TDEOH. FAVIANDTATOTATA—CEBRANDTATUT
A TA—%—DODLDELTHEZILELPUEDLENTEEFREA, OO, BEE
Castoriadus Vi U= THEMEBEM]  (social imaginary) ELTFATUTA T4 —
ANERICHEETHLDTY, cOEHOFA, HITEVLWTEKRBIZRELVOL DAL
FdpYFEI 4,

AKI1ZY FOTHFRAITETZAVADADOE., Z2OMBICEWNWTT7ATUTAT
1 —EZHET AT G DDEREHTERY LFTHFET., T EEHOTFY
AMTOD ITHhVED] DIFHEZTOHER - BREMGREZEZELFEFS., £LT
ZOBICBROZEV=2—3—VTFIZE T EHLGHYICOVTHBALET, @A
EELRAENT HREEICLIMENTEEREAN., 7AUAITODVTOERMB LT
NOSLEFNBIRTLAEA FIZTOVWTIHIET HDICHRIDOTLEL S,
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Listening: American Identities through Images and Language

The United States is a complex country with many different kinds of people.
Therefore, there are many stereotypes: Americans are fat...or, tough cowboys...or,
extremely rude...or, the friendliest people on Earth.... Of course, every country is
diverse, but the United States is especially difficult to sum up in one picture.
Although some stereotypes may be partly true, they are usually connected to a
specific place. In other words, American stereotypes are often strongly connected

to specific regions.

One example is that Americans like big things. They drive big cars and trucks,
wear big cowboy hats, eat big meals, and own a lot of land. Of course, it is true that
meals tend to be big in restaurants around the United States, but the “bigger is
better” attitude is strongly connected to Texas. The American south was settled as
Americans spread out from the big cities in the east. There was more cheap land
there for big farms called “plantations” and smaller "homesteads.” With extra land,
Texans like to show off big things. Also, having a big car can be useful. And if you
meet your neighbors rarely, then maybe a big personality makes you more
memorable. New York stereotypes are different. A sociologist famously argued that
city life is so full of strangers and change that city people have to be mentally tough.
This mental toughness shows in how New Yorkers interact. Outsiders often say that
New Yorkers are rude. They don't say hello to everyone or even make eye contact.
In many other places, that would be impolite. But imagine visiting Shibuya smiling

at every stranger you saw—you would tire out quite quickly!

New Yorkers are also proud of their accents. The city has a long history of
people speaking different languages and mixing cultures. In fact, a 2018 survey
showed that only 51% of New Yorkers only speak English. Thus, almost every
neighborhood has a distinct linguistic character. Some accents are more famous
than others. In Brooklyn, people do not pronounce the “r" in words, so they say “New
Yawk.” People from Long Island say “Lun’ gailand.” People also often say /d/ instead
of /th/: not "this,” “that,” and “these,” but “dis,” “dat,” and “deez.” These are just some

of the most famous New York accents. As more people come from around the world,

the typical New York accent will continue to evolve and change.
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Reading: American Identities through Images and Language

One of the problems with answering a question like "What is a
representative American identity?” is that the United States is a large and complex
country with many different ethnicities, religions, economic statuses, and more. The
country is so diverse that there is not even one unified stereotype: are Americans all
fat, fast-food eating slobs? Are they all tough cowboy jocks always ready for a fight?
Are they extremely rude to people from other cultures, or are they some of the
friendliest people on Earth? Of course, even smaller countries or those with longer
histories are diverse in their own ways, but the United States seems especially
difficult to encapsulate in a single image. Although some of the stereotypes listed
above may be partly true, they are likely to conjure the image not only of an
American person, but also an American place. In other words—just like in every other
country—stereotypes about American identities are often strongly connected to

specific regions.

One of the most famous examples abroad is that Americans like big things.
They drive big cars and trucks, wear big cowboy hats, eat lots of steak, and own a lot
of land. Of course, it is true that food portion sizes tend to be quite large in
restaurants all around the United States, butthe "bigger is better” attitude is perhaps
most strongly identified with the South, especially Texas. Because the oldest British
colonies were on the east coast, that is where America’s oldest cities are. Other
major cities are located by places boats can get to—Chicago is next to the Great
Lakes, and Los Angeles is near the Pacific Ocean. Cities are cramped, so people live
right next to each other and often work in factories. While this is a drastic
oversimplification, the South, by contrast, was settled later as Americans spread out
into the new territories. This meant that individuals bought more land more cheaply,
built large farm societies called “plantations” or had their own self-sufficient
"homesteads,” and were much less reliant on their neighbors than Americans living
in Northern cities. With so much extra space, Texans like to show off big things. With
long distances between them and their neighbors, having a big car can be useful.
And when you want to make a good impression on your neighbors when you
actually have a chance to meet, then maybe having a big personality is one way to

be memorable.
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New York personalities tend to be quite different. An important sociologist,
Georg Simmel, wrote a famous essay about “The Metropolis and Mental Life.” In it,
he argues that city life is so full of action and change that urban people must develop
a mental “callus.” In other words, city people have to be mentally tough to survive
living in a place with so many strangers, so much action, and so much change. This
mental callus is probably understood by the way may New Yorkers interact. When
people from outside the city visit, they often say that New Yorkers are rude or cold.
They don't say hello to everyone they see on the street, and in fact, they may not
even make eye contact. In many places, especially in the South, that would be
considered terribly impolite. But imagine visiting Shibuya and having to smile at

every stranger you ran into—you would tire out quite quickly!

New Yorkers also take great pride in their accents. Because the city was the
first place many immigrants would visit when arriving from Europe, it has a long
history of people speaking different languages and mixing different cultures
together. In fact, New York City was originally founded as “New Amsterdam” by
Dutch immigrants, not English-speaking British people. Furthermore, a 2018 survey
showed that only 51% of New Yorkers exclusively speak English athome." As a result
of diverse immigration, almost every street or neighborhood in the city has a distinct
character connected to the history of the people who lived there and the languages
they speak, and some New Yorkers claim that they can tell which street you grew up
on just by hearing you speak. Among all of this diversity, some accents are more
famous than others. In Brooklyn, people often do not pronounce the “r" in the
middle or end of words, so they may say “New Yawk.” People from Long Island often
called their home “Lun’ gailand.” It is also common to hear a /d/ sound instead of
/th/, so instead of “this,” “that,” and “these,” you may hear “dis,” “dat,” and “deez.”
These are just some of the most famous stereotypical New York accents, but as more
and more immigrants come from all around the world, the typical New York accent

will continue to evolve and change.

1 New York City Government, https://www.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/planning-level/nyc-
poSpulation/acs/top_lang_2018sflyr_nyc.pdf
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Chunking Practice

ROBFRBICHLT IREON-FY BFIERERT) . EXMhHREHLEL LS,

ASARRERGALBRFEEEL. BSARALRTICELETIREORREEVEL &£ 5,

1 M—GERXTLAEA4T (3)

T77RARIT—FEMYEBRSBELLELA
B (3)

3 2 ITHRBERRODAVHR—1 (3)
4 | X ETHRLRIFHGAL (5)
5 | BE—DAA—UTENITS (6)

6 HHBMAPTERML LG (4)

7 | BEOHE LR IFEUEDONTLNS (7)

8 | HEDHE (3)

9 REWVWFERL (3)
10 | #HIFEBEETHD (3)

11 | & oBESnE (3)

ERERANDIKFEAE DA ITE
(6)

13 | REBHBDZEHETIS (5)
14 | BHEEEEICHELETWS (6)
15 | FAHMICRCGITAEE LA (5)
16 | /I oLEHELZL (6)
17 | BILEAGESNDEDS (5)
18. | TNESRITHLTOA (5)
19. | REGFEYERED (4)

20. | RTHEFEDHZEFET (5)

21, | HEOMELAHY (4)

22. | S5 LEEHKMEDOFTE (5)
23. | BIELELELETSEZSS (6)

12
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Vocabulary Practice

EBRICHTHFEIBZTOERMNOEATEEFELLS,

ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMILRTICHATHIHEEEZEAFL LS.

representative diverse encapsulate

conjure

cramped drastic impolite

claim

to express the most important parts of something
in a few words

2. | does not have enough space for the people in it

rude, having or showing a lack of respect for other

3.
people
4. | @person who has been chosen to speak or vote
" | for somebody else or for a group of people
to say that something is true although it has not
5. o
been proved and other people may not believe it
o | extreme in a way that has a sudden, serious or

violent effect on something

7. | very different from each other and of various kinds

to do clever tricks such as making things seem to
appear or disappear as if by magic

Commenting Practice

TOERICDOWT, FTOELSIC1~5TRUVEL LD,

1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A ZARRERLGAL1DFTDOEREZEHRL. B SARMAMIRTICENICH LTESDEREZDE

MZEBRSNEL &S,

1. Japanese people have strong regional characters. 12345

2 Japanese people show their identity in their spoken 1 2345
languages.

3. People show their pride in their local identity. 12345

4 Japanese people tend to have one unified image of 1 2345
the US.

5. Japanese people speak different Japaneses. 12345
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Germany: How to deal with identity?
FAVIZEITBI S48 —T54 (Kleinstaaterei)

D342 3—TI4LIE, 1871 EOHM—LURIZE TS F1 Y DEERGHS
tEHELET, COPREIFIcHEN—TFRICBVTHEETHY . HEOEE.
NE. BHAT. REEN TN TNHBOEE. HaE. BEEHES. ML TW
F Lo COMELRIFER - BENLZHMEZTRET H5—F T, BUBMLEH O
BENGHEZHTIERICHTY E LIz, 1806 EFOHEBEO—THEDMREAKE. K
A VEFH (1815-1866 F) 1° 1834 FITFHI S N-FHRRAE (YAILTz334)
EVWSTIRE~NDRY AL ED SN, REMICENLGERO—DTH--TAA
EUDEEDLE, FAYH—~DEBNEME L, BHKO P14 VERFIEIZ
IS4 3—FTI53ADERMNMBRCZ>TEY.. &I (Bundeslander) DL
W7 A ToT4 T4 EBVBABEICRBIATVET,

R4 YEEOEKkEEER

FAYVEEILE - K- EOE=BETHY. #fi—. BH. REEFXZHHLTVFET, £
DEERIE 19 HILFBEIZSHDIEY . FITFRLA UREICH T HBBEFDOEIC. Chb
DEN A YBIDEDICES-REEHHK 1)1y Y+ BHER] OFREEEMTL
NE=CEICHELET., BRICITNODRIZ 1848 FENEMDRHMELY., 1919 FIZIXTA
I—IILEFEOEXGEESE LTERAShFE L, TFABETCT—RUICER SN,
1949 FICHBAFAVDEEELTE - K- EO=BENMEEFLEL, LHL. BEME
BRBROEBEOERIZEMNLGCEHEOERICHT SEEN L. 2RXITELUN TOEKDIBHZIZA
BEHEETEIEBEMDLGNTYT, BETEH. RAR—YAM R FOERMLGRETEORICEIC
RondBETHY. BRFMVICBTHEELGEERLDDRNELEZAFT,
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Listening: How to deal with identity?

What comes to mind when you think about a country? Many stereotypes
exist. Americans are often seen as gun-loving and free-spirited. Germans, on the
other hand, are imagined wearing lederhosen, drinking beer, and eating sausages.
Of course, these are just clichés. Many Germans would feel uncomfortable if asked
about their "German" identity. Instead, they often point out how different their

region is from Bavaria.

Germany's history plays a big role in its views on national pride. Unlike many
countries where patriotism is common, Germans are careful when showing national
pride. This is because of the Nazi era, when nationalism had dangerous
consequences. Many Germans worry that too much pride could lead to extremism.
This attitude leads to interesting situations. During the 2006 Football World Cup,
held in Germany, some Germans debated whether waving the national flag was

appropriate.

However, Germans are proud of their achievements, especially in
engineering and culture. Many achievements are seen as regional rather than
national. For example, Otto von Guericke proved the existence of a vacuum, but

outside Magdeburg, few recognise him as an important German scientist.

While national pride is reserved, local pride is strong, especially in football.
Football is deeply rooted in German culture. Each city's football club plays a key role
in local identity. Supporting a club is more than just watching a sport, it is about
belonging. Football gives purpose to many people, especially in smaller towns with
fewer opportunities. Clubs provide young people with a place to belong.
Supporting a team is often a family tradition. Many clubs also engage in social
projects, offering training, mentorship, and community activities. In smaller towns, a
football club can be one of the few sources of pride and a way to meet people
outside one’s own circle. Of course, there are problems. Rivalries between clubs
sometimes lead to violence. Graffiti and stickers mark territories of fan groups,
showing the deep emotions linked to football. In many countries, football is just a

game. In Germany, for some, it is much more than that. It is identity.
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Reading: How to deal with identity?

Which stereotypes do you know about a country? What is an American, if
not a freedom-loving, gun-loving maniac? All Germans, on the other hand wear
Lederhosen or Dirndl and wash down their sausage with beer at breakfast, right? Of
course, it's not that simple and a German would likely feel uncomfortable being
asked about their ‘German’ identity and turn in the next moment to enlighten you
about how far as possible removed they are from Bavarian stereotypes in their local
area. Unlike many countries, where expressing patriotism is commonplace, national
pride is often approached with caution. This stems largely from the legacy of World
War Il, where nationalism was weaponised to catastrophic ends. As a result, many

are wary of overt displays of national pride, associating it with dangerous extremism.

This leads to some interesting scenes. In 2006, at the time of the football
World Cup in Germany, nicknamed by Germans as “Sommermarchen/ summer
fairytale”. Well, despite the own poor result, which of course wasn’t Germanys fault
and shouldnt impact the feeling about the event. Anyhow, leading into the event
there was much discussion in the press as to whether displaying German flags in
support of the German team was showing too much national pride. What would the
neighbouring countries think of us? Any other participating country would probably
simply shake their heads at such discussions. In the end, it was decided that the flags
would not be a problem at the football match, and since then this has been the only
place where the national flag can be seen regularly, aside from right-wing
rallies."Even government buildings tend to show flags only on special occasions, like

as signs for state visits.

However, this does not mean that Germans lack pride in their country.
Instead, pride is often directed towards achievements in fields like engineering, or
towards its cultural contributions. However, Germany is a very young country and
the “Kleinstaaterei” of the past is still in the minds of the regions. Accordingly, these
achievements are not necessarily seen as representing all of Germany but are often

rooted regionally. Only rarely is a personality or achievement recognised as ‘all-

! Just Don't Fly the Flag, https://www.spiegel.de/international/germany-s-patriotism-problem-just-don-t-fly-the-
flag-a-411948.html, 'lt's complicated': The Germans and their flag, https://www.dw.com/en/the-germans-and-
the-flag-its-complicated/a-58228858
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German’ and even then, regional comparisons are made. For example, Otto von
Guericke proved that a vacuum exists, but he is hardly recognized outside of his
hometown, as an important German inventor. On the other hand, Goethe is widely
accepted as the most influential German writer, although certain areas of the country

still argue that their locally grown writers, had even greater impact.

While Germany’'s national pride is reserved, its local pride flourishes.
Football is a cultural institution deeply embedded in the social fabric of the country.
Each city’'s football club serves as a focal point of local identity, uniting residents
across diverse backgrounds. Being a football fan in Germany often involves
emotional and social investment. Matchdays are a spectacle, with fans often
traveling hundreds of kilometers for their teams. Football rituals create a sense of
camaraderie, binding fans to their team and to each other. For many, supporting a
club is a family tradition passed down through generations, reinforcing the

connection between local pride and community identity.

In this way, football also serves as a lifeline for many people, especially
younger ones, particularly in economically weaker towns. Local clubs provide a
sense of purpose and belonging. For youths, supporting or participating in a club
offers not only a structured activity but also a reason to be proud of their community
and themselves. Clubs often act as meeting places where friendships are forged and
life skills are developed. Many clubs, recognising their role in society, actively
engage in community outreach programmes, offering training sessions, mentorship
and guidance. This is especially significant in smaller towns, where the local football
club might be one of the few sources of pride and identity for residents and often a

rare chance to meet and interact with people from outside their own bubble.

Of course, there are darker sides that should not be overlooked. Rivalries
between clubs can sometimes lead to violence. Another point is how football-
related graffiti and stickers are used to mark territories controlled by specific fan
groups, symbolising a form of territorial dominance but damaging the looks of the
city. While such behaviour often stems from a minority of fans, they highlight the
level of importance which certain groups of Germans put on something which in

many countries would be just seen as some “fun” sport.
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Chunking Practice

ROBFRBICHLT IREON-FY BFIERERT) . EXMhHREHLEL LS,
ASARRERGALBRFEEEL. BSARALRTICELETIREORREEVEL &£ 5,

ZEDERIBIAHAENA—BUTHD
(4)
2. | LIFLITEZEIZHEHONDS (5)

RIEDBYZEZHNOESFITRT &
(8)

4. | BRIIRSDIGEMN oA (5)

ENTZ4 FERLTETLS
(5)

6. | BEMLITS (3)

1.

7. | BE#HEOY 1Y (5)

8. | hADFEHOPIZ (6)

9. | HEICRETFT ZEMNZLY (4)

10. | EZDFHEZAALE: (5)

WIBDT7A ToT 4T« DHIDEE
2 (6)
ZHUEREZEO>ERZEAKIETL
5 (5)
ITDEY LB EDT7A T T«
13.| T4 EDFEUDEFRDODTILNS

(9)

14. | EMBEORINELEL-LTWS (7)
MEHtEOCERTEEZEVICESERH

11.

12.

Sl zms (7)
| RIS RO LERITY
| @ (8)

17. | BROELBRDIEDRFT (8)

18. | RBILTEGoLGVEER (7)

19.| —#ED#MBERYXE (5)

20. | DEIRD T 7LD (6)
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Vocabulary Practice

EBRICHTHFEIBZTOERMNOEATEEFELLS,

ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMILRTICHATHIHEEEZEAFL LS.

patriotism overt achievement

reserved

reinforce lifeline resident

overlook

a thing that somebody has done
1. | successfully, especially using their
own effort and skill
5 unwilling to show feelings or express
opinions
3 something that is very important for
" | somebody and that they depend on
4. | @person who lives in a particular
" | place or who has their home there
5 love of your country and the desire
" | to defend it
6. | to fail to see or notice something
7 to make a feeling, an idea, etc.
stronger
8 done in an open way and not
" | secretly

Commenting Practice

TOERIZDOWT, TOLSIZ1~5TREUVELLS,

1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A TARRERGHRL1DFDOEREZEHL. B SARAHLRTICENICH L TESDEREZDE

MZElR~FEL&L D,

1. | Japanese people share one national identity. 12345

5 People tgnd to have strong connection to a specific 12345
community.

3 Spgrtmg events are a good opportunity to show 1 2345
national pride.

4. | Advanced technology is one of the identity of Japan. 12345

5. | Japan identify itself as part of Asia. 12345
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US: Immigration Nation

Chunking Practice

R TH-o1= (5)

1. | BROE (3) country of immigrants
2 A-AYAARCOBERR ever since Europeans discovered it
| LThd (5) P
3| FYRWAEFZRDT (5) to seek a better life
4 | BlEOKEAETFEE (9) und'er the watchful eyes of the Statue
of Liberty

5.| B&EFYURDE (6) the land of dreams and opportunity

6. | ~THERIND (4) is made up of

7. | Za—3—YFEICHNMGEE (6) New York is certainly and exception

8 | ~TH%A (3) be famous for

9. | BN A= HD (4) have a bad reputation

10.| fHBMIILERE (3) organized crime families

1. | BREE(FEREIZ (4) contrary to the movie

12.| ER¥M1442F (5) 14 inches in diameter

13.| BRZMEHT (6) any time of day or night

14.| Z7A)DDLSEMEDESR (7) the history of diversity in the US

15.| WO FHLGEEEMY TIHAL (6) is not always a happy tale

16. L,If LIZHL CA2TCHAEI often resist any newcomers
Endd (5)
2 0 OFITH =5 EEMNL

17. I (5) 200 years of legal slavery

18.| oDERIZRLT (3) against their will

19.| mAdLEEDI|EY E&£I (7) with the beginning of the Civil War

20.| EESNDHELGIHMETH-= (6) property to be bought and sold

21.| RIEOBEZEHDIEFS (5) to trace their family histories
= A S IENEH S <

22. HLATNL DD ERABHTLOET ranged from inexcusable to inhumane

162




Vocabulary Practice

to remove something quickly, without

1. . ri
being careful P
to make someone become nervous .

2. agitate
because of worry or fear

3.| to come to live in a different country immigrate
something that you do to help achieve .

4. N9 you do pachiev contribute
something together with other people

5. to fight against something resist

6 to cut words, pictures, or patterns into enarave

| the surface of metal, stone, etc. 9

a statement that something is wrong or .

7. . complaint
not satisfactory

8. | large in size, value, or importance substantial
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Germany: A Common European Culture?

Chunking Practice

ROBFBICHITIRBADON-FY BFELEHZERYT) . Kb omEHLEL LS,

A SAIIRERGH 5 BARE

BN BESARKMAMLRTICHZATHIREBOREEZEEVVEL LD,

1. | TOREZEITTEENGL (7) there is no getting around a term
2. | BYIREREEA LY (3) no suitable translation
.| EELGMEE DS (4) took a prominent place
4. | LIESLKTHE (4) A short time later
FAYVICBETEETOANEEL fyal hich
5. | T THAS A NEEDMEE | @ consensus of values to which every
(12) migrant in Germany should conform
6. | ORELHE->TLES (4) provided the pretext for
B2 z G
7. ’E g)éﬁﬂiﬁﬁﬁl SO THEIMND guided by different values
8. | ChHrFEMERE (5) a jumbled mass of ideas
(ZFDHTITIL—TD56MD) %< T
9. W24 (8) many of which differ more from each other
I—0yNITE T HBBIE+T5IZ5 | Routes in Europe are short enough to
10. 1 : :
< (9) facilitate migration
BoRERRERO 10 -4 Ok The "West German economic miracle" after
. %%ﬂm l3s 5 ICHEEFBAIS & WW?2 was fueled not least by guest worker
STRESNT (14)
12.| ®olFTURZRL: (4) They left their mark
13. TRLERBAICHEES NS S L was not actively promoted either
FhEm o1z (5)
14.| EBFIZ (4) At the same time
15 BRIEAIFEAEDBELESNTLEL | the feeling developed that hardly any
| EVWSBIEN M E ST (9) migrants were needed
16.| BIZRZ7%L (5) a latent lack of understanding
ER Y M AT
17. rﬁ(iﬁ FMYMHNBINTS there have been far-reaching efforts
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Vocabulary Practice

1. | to work or operate function
2. | agood moral quality in person virtue
a person who leaves a country permanently to live .
3. 2P yP y emigrant
in another one
the existence of people of different races, religious :
4. , oL . pluralism
beliefs, and cultures within the same society
5. | exactly or correctly strictly
the action of successfully joining or mixing with a . :
6. Y] 9 9 integration

different group of people

7. | consisting of people that are similar to each other | homogeneous

a person who escape from their own country for
political, religious, or economical reasons

refugee
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US: College Education

Chunking Practice

BoDBETZEHMNTELT (5)

living away from their parents

2. | REZDHLDIZAET S (5) matriculate into the college itself
3. ?&;??ﬁﬂ\gﬁ%#%ﬁt LTLoRY as long as they fulfil the requirement
4 | =BoEE (6) ’;P:(Zizzzgceurricular aspects of the
5. | MRMLBEERAENVED (5) an effective way of advertise
6. %Eﬂﬁﬁ_’éﬁi YEZEDLZEEBDAHT | boast multiple cafeterias with a wide
ITYTEE->TLS (9) selection of foods
7. | BAZTNGWFEDER (5) an endless list of goods
8. | FvUNRNARNDEEE (6) school housing on or off campus
9 BETHAMDHLREMMEZATITD | stocked with good-quality, durable
| (5) furniture
10.| Ny khoEEEEAY (4) roll out of bed
M| RAEXRRT S (3) socializing with friends
12.| HohEhd (3) are being coddled
13.| EFEICBELGAFIL (3) necessary life skills
14| PEEEETBL (3) managing a budget
15.| HOERGZLIZ (3) without parental oversight
16.| FAIKRFDOFEHIREN (6) the average tuition for private universities
17.] LYIERA HAIERMNHD (5) tend to be more prestigious
18.| BT RELFEE (3) students in need
19.| ZEDRBEZEZEEST-EELE (5) many students heavily in debt
20.| fzo=—o DLy (3) one saving grace
21.| BEDBLEGL (7) no requirement to pay the money back
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Vocabulary Practice

112 place, socially including buildings, where a particular facilit
" | activity happens y

2. | to spend time people in order to enjoy yourself socialize

3 | to be formally admitted to study at a university or matriculate
college

4. | someone who give their opinion about something critic

5. | to buy something purchase

6. | to be one of the reasons why something happens contribute

7. | more than was first mentioned; extra additional
the disadvantaged or less positive aspects of .

8. ) 9 P P downside
something
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Germany: Education in Germany

Chunking Practice

BEWIERSNT (5)

in a highly controversial way

has almost doubled in the last 20

(6)

2. | SC20&TIFIIMHEHEL (8)
years
3. | &AYREICLES (3) be the norm
4. | STTIEHELAELL (6) no judgement shall be made here
5 | AEIZET 58007 IER (7) the first major break in their lives
6. | ERBFOEE (5) a matter of federal states
Compulsory schooling begins at the
TN == =
7. | 6ETIRELEHFLE (8) age of six
e 1 g 1 e S prepare pupils for vocational
8. | BRI HEAS (5) training
N W h— =4 — =
9. I}g )J(Dj(%'“]k%j—%) cENFHAING be admitted to a German University
10. | REES L (4) there is no guarantee
11 Gymnasium ZEZSAANEAEAEZ B more and more are opting for the
| (8) Gymnasium
S ok b the pupils aptitude, grades and
12| EEOBE. B, S (6) e pup!
H b L] - view them more positively than the
13. | BELYIBEEMICERTLS (7) reality
14. | WEAICENEEEES (3) override non-binding
) recommendations
15. | KUBWLWLRILDBBEZLELT D (6) require a higher level of education
16. | RWREiz9 5 (4) make a good decision
as g = s - 4 — an increased permeability between
17. | ZREDHBAZEZICLE=ZE (6) the schools
gk e oy cover alternative development
18. | KRB ERZTRHIT D (4) oaths
19 BEMNS CIENELTLESITHS D would have fallen through the

cracks
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Vocabulary Practice

providing knowledge and skills that

. . vocational
prepare someone for a particular job

based on real facts and not influenced by

. : objective
personal beliefs or feelings )

an unifier and unreasonable opinion or
3. | feeling, especially because of luck of prejudice
thought or knowledge

mandatory; something you must do it

compulsor
because of a rule or law P y

someone who work for a skilled person for
5. | a particular period of time, in order to apprentice
learn that person’s skills

6. | having the same meaning synonymous
7. | a natural ability or skill aptitude
8. | being one only; single sole
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US: Changing Consumer Culture in the US

EELGXIED—E (5)

an important part of culture

BEEY=E (8)

2. | SHEHETIHK (4) In a consumer society
3. | BEDUVEDTHD (4) a form of entertainment
BADTATUTA4T4%E2<% . s
4. 5% (6) a method of creating one's identity
5 | KEERIE (3) big box stores
6. | FYEMETIYEENESLY (5) lower price and more inventory
7 ThE (TT497) ERXI drove many out of business
" | EBULRAAT (5)
8. | ERMIRETH>T= (6) used to be a national pastime
9. | REMICHEL (3) has grown exponentially
10. | ZOFZFICE->TWLS (4) has been left empty
11 Th (WERZIER) Ahhrod tis here to sta
| BETS (5) Y
12 — DDA TI)—ITHIET 5D Instead of specializing in a single
T TIEELC (9) category of goods
13 FEMEARMNNTA—T R %E continuously pursue convenience and
‘| BRLKEITS (5) cost-effectiveness
14. ETE—AATULRT S AT could compare all in one place
5 (6%)
15. | EE TR ZESFHZAELC (4) save yourself the trip
16. | BEROHBICEMM TS (5) a through-line of the history
17. | 1~2BESDEREBELRAL (7) shop for 1-2 week worth of food
18. | FEHEL (3) buying in bulk
19. | ERIS LEHWZERRBEAS (4) combines convenience and savings
20. f—%{;?g I/(;)J hh—FERRE many credit cards offers rewards
21. | EE£Z&->TLES (4) end up in debt
22. | &Y TXHL\OFEH1 LS (5) feel more “pain of paying”
23. | HBBICEVNLGEEEXID (6) pay their workers a decent wage
24 BR—ILOZ0MOBEEM D the amount of cardboard and other

packaging waste
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Vocabulary Practice

1. | the action of trying to get something pursuit

the quality of being useful, easy, or

2. . convenience
suitable
a person or business that sells goods to .

3. . retailer
the public
a small business that sells a particular .

4, ) boutique
product or service

5. | to avoid using or spending save

6. | good value for the amount of money paid | cost-effectiveness

to move from one place or place to

7. transfer
another
a fixed regular payment earned for work

8. 9 pay wage
or service
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Germany: Stinginess is Cool

Chunking Practice

BRIE o —ILEE (3)

stinginess is cool

2. | 2000 F£{X#8E (6) at the beginning of the millennium
3. | BREH&AIE (2) discount grocer

4. | oY ER (2) loose goods

5. | BXZESIZHUVE (4) took over the business

6. | EXMEEFRSZIEMET (5) basic supplies at low price

7. | KEiFE¥ET (6) only too happy to accept this

8. ;%éjf;d: (BR) IAEFREI= LI allowed rapid expansion

9. | AEEBLT (3) at breakneck speed

10. | BAHOTLVES (3) easily perishable goods

M. | #bEZEBROT=HIC (4) to reduce waiting time

12. | BEAGEREIEFSIAGL (4) idle is not appreciated

13. | BEFRITETEND (3) were passed on to the customer
14. | BREDERKEGE 1= (6) laid the breeding ground for discounters
15. | FDEIZEF = —UAEIZL (5) chains flooded the city centers

16. | BXTFD/INEIE (4) established retail trade

17. | bW\ <G> (5) could no longer hold on

18. | “BMNAHS3EMBS”  (5) cheap at all costs principle

19. | EERIZ (2) in person

20. | Ha—nENT S (4) save a few euros

21. | HEhNERELG<SND (4) had to cut back

22. | BABRICEZEZE5Z25 (6) talking a toll on tourist numbers
23. | TBITHLRBHDOEDEE (5) the disadvantage of stinginess mentality
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Vocabulary Practice

works

1. | giving up something formally renouncement
the increase of something in size, .

2. . expansion
number, or importance
a person who speaks publicly in support

3. P . >P P y In Supp proponent
of a particular idea or plan of action

4. | unwillingness to spend money stinginess
a basic idea or rule that explains or

5. | controls how something happens or | principle

6. | goods that are bought and sold

merchandise

to look like or be like someone or
something

resemble

8. | familiar with something

accustomed
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US: Trains, Planes, and Automobiles

Chunking Practice

1. | BAET6%DT A) AN (5) A whopping 76% of Americans
2. | 10/RA > MELSED (4) down almost ten points
3. AT 4 ILADKRIT (3) The Coronavirus pandemic
4 | Bt iRHTIZ (6) vr;:lit:dno particular destination in
5. 53— ARDOEVRELL (3) Another popular diversion
6. | KRECNIZ, BAHIZ (3) on a whim
7. | HEMIORMETHLWEHELD (6) te(;/iri?/thmg from consumer goods
8. | ERNED (2) quasi-publicly owned
9 FAVNTHZORREBEL K5 LA | attempted to replicate the
’ (6) experience stateside
10.| EERD DL 5DERTIL (4) five-star hotels on wheels
11| BlEL Y ERTHAERNECESS (9) $ore ||ke!y to picture an airplane
an a train
12 ESRAET—T4 27 ThHN. be it a business meeting, family
| REOEFY. RITTHN (10) gathering, or vacation destination
13.| ReRELORENIS (2) security concerns
14.| EFa )T —®/EMEIEESNT- (3) security measures grew
15.| X2 T +—ZEBY DI (4) before passing through security
hod (EFa ) F74—xtK)
16. DHEE (2) These developments
17.] (AR FTFGHREE (2) damaging report
18.| HEEvEBEMO 5% Bk L (7) m|ssed 95% of the weapons and
explosives
19.| ZOESEEELML (5) regarqlless of their actual
effectiveness
20.| XR&EMARITIIE (5) When the weather is fair
21 ZLDARIFHCTED, BERHEITESH T E | many people will opt to walk or
| EERTD (10) ride a bicycle
22. BHATBREAZRN LG VFE public transportation is essential
Thd (4)
23.| BFHHODOZA FL—RVRTL (4) state-of-the-art light rail systems
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Vocabulary Practice

1. | able to trust or believed

reliable

someone who encourage others to support
an idea

advocate

3. | a place where travelers can stay

accommodation

4. | inthe US

stateside

5. | sunny and not raining

fair

6. | trouble or problem

inconvenience

knowledgeable and well-educated about
the world, culture, etc.

sophisticated

8. | to put something into use

deploy
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Germany: Transportation in the country of cars

Chunking Practice

1. | BHOZZL - THEDLNSERE (5) | aterm used with respect

2. | EERIBEDLZL (5) no speed limit is imposed

3. | #mETHY . BHETIEAEL (9) Zirgzcﬂ;:t?ornecommendation, but not as
4. | 927 km DERERKIC (4) on approximately 20,000 km motorway
5 | A~BHim~DE (7) travelling from point A to point B

6. | B<CHLDOALTETIEHAL (6) not all that glitters is gold

7. | BFMEAY ERLGENS (3) is considered punctual

8. | FIAEDKRE (4) an uprising among users

9. | FYBMBHERDONDSAE (4) Supposedly more efficient option

10. | BUL\ERE (5) complaining at a high level

1. | SBICHAESNT (3) further developed with

12. | REOBEGEDFREE (6) the first prototypes of today's bicycle
13. | BREDURY (4) the risk of contagion

14. | B L BHHEIZFITHAEL (8) nothing is as simple as it could be

15. | #EM7EH (3) A classic example

16. | MANEEFY MR (5) just to name a few

17. | BEHFEEL., GHGEMEZLL (5) | the rumor exists and persists
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Vocabulary Practice

1. | used to refer to places that are great distance away far-flung

2. | the act of arriving, doing something correct time and not late| punctuality
3. | inamorally or legally correct way rightfully
4. | to exchange by replacing one thing with another switch

5. | to make use of something for a particular purpose apply

6. | so cause someone who has done something wrong to suffer | punish

7. | to increase in size, number, or importance expand

8. | of something that must be done; necessary by law or a rule

compulsory

177



US: Safety and Security in the United States

Chunking Practice

1. | T -%&E (3)

safety and security

2. | EBFICREERAHS (6)

there is danger around every corner

3. | BREEFEDEKE (6)

the overall image of everyday life

SESITEI>TLSXEDEIE
(4)

an ongoing cultural shift

5 | HoWHEEOEY (4)

all manner of drugs

6. | ERACIRERAOEMER (5)

medical and recreational drug use

7. | ERiEER (3)

against federal law

8. | BRELTLS (3)

have followed suit

9. | #EF A FOFERNBEL (5)

an explosion in opioid use

10. | #AEX A RhEDEM (5)

an increase in opioid addiction

M. | RF|EREBE-THIC (4)

to feed their addiction

12. | COEIZERCEBELTLNS (6) is deeply embedded in the country

13. | RBBZHDHEF (5) The right to “bear arms”

14. | MICE->TKRESELD (6) vary widely from state to state

15. ﬁfﬁg‘?¢$#[:$$ SRR no standard definition for “mass shooting”
16. | HEEXRDAKFNEELAT (4) alongside traditional fire drills

17. | COMBEOERMMRR (6) a national resolution of the problem
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Vocabulary Practice

court

1. | to keep something as if in a holy place enshrined
(of a doctor) to say what medical treatment someone )

2. prescribe
should have

3. | to allow something by law legalize
a person who speaks publicly in support of a particular

4.1 8P P P y PP P proponent
idea
the number of people or things in a place when compared .

5. . . density
with the size of the place

6. | impossible to repair or make right again irreparable

7. | to die, especially in an accident perish
to officially accuse someone of committing a crime in a law

8. prosecute
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Germany: Some Thoughts on Safety and Security in Germany

Chunking Practice

BE [8E) CEMFFShTLS
(6)

the consumption of alcohol is permitted

2. | BARMICERIIEIYSS (4) accidents can inevitably happen

3. | FliELO# (5) The number of criminal offences
4. | LROMREE (5) the proportion of crimes solved
5 | BEmREZTEHELE (4) reached an all-time high

6. | BLRDEE (4) cases of petty crime

NEHATIEBIZRENDEEIC

7. (6) stay safe and cautious in crowds
8. | BEZHMEMICREL (5) to thoroughly revise its concepts
9. %%i&%%ﬁf:ﬂ:ﬂi(:%l ELIFT lift the safety to a new level

10. | EM/N=v 49 T (4) in a mass panic

1. | DMEIRFNGEN 122 & (5) A lack of official regulations

12. | ©LARIRMAUEL (3) rather less dangerous

13. | RE<EHDbL-TWS (4) plays a large part

14. | EELGBETHS (4) represent a significant form
15. | FEREIZHRT 5= (4) to cope with problems

16. | PHHEEMMIRLHS (5) have a precautionary effect on
17. | ERZEITHLEIFHTE (4) the firing of fireworks

18. | BA-BRZERT S (3) utilize good strategies
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Vocabulary Practice

1. | anillegal act; a crime offence
rson wh tches an activit iall

5 | @person who watches an activity, especially a spectator
sports event, without taking part

3. | the act of stopping or slowing down process inhibition

from th rrect path or correct f doin

4 | away fro e correct path or correct way of doing astray
something

5. | in a way that cannot be avoided inevitably

6. | to help or support aid
he crime of ling thin f le’ k : .

5 | the crime of stealing things out of people’s pockets pickpocketing
or bags, especially in a crowd
the people, physical, and social conditions and

8. | events that provide the environment in which milieus
someone acts or lives
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US: The US Medical System

Chunking Practice

FAWENAT) v K (3)

a strange hybrid

2. | &<E%u5% (4) is quite different from

3. | R HBHELDD (3) while certainly flawed

4. | REWMDEZE (5) the most cutting-edge medical science
5. %f;ﬁiub\l:%ﬁﬁéhfué# how care is administered

6. | ~~DAYO (4) an entry point for

7. | HoWHEEDHEIACKEE (6) all manner of illnesses and diseases

8. | #BiRK (4) a letter of referral

9. | —MEMIICES & (3) colloquially referred to

10. 91;?54;34]792ﬂ)\ (RE) DMt a need for surgical intervention

11. E(#ff)’é%('}'%) (F2EVR/) & gaining access to healthcare

12. | ER—A&EYFEYH (4) the average per-capita national

13. | EEEXH (3) expenditure on healthcare

14. | 9.2%DEERMNERIZT (6) 9.2% of the population was uninsured
15. | BVLWEORIRZEA G (4) cannot afford high-quality insurance
16. | ELMRERH (2) low premiums

17. | =IEEZRREE (3) the minimum deductible

18. | HERAHERES (3) maximum out-of-pocket costs

19. | BEREZRLFED (4) to inflate the bill

20. | ~DYRIHLYFLY (4) at higher risk of

21. | RBEEER (2) alternative medicine

22. | EAEABEZEMNTTLNS (5) have been spending ever-increasing sums
23. | BELGEEEERHE (4) unaffordable corporate medical system
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Vocabulary Practice

a person whose job is to correct the position of the

orthodontist
teeth !

5 |2 doctor who specializes in identifying and treating

) internist
diseases

3. | a doctor who studies and treat skin diseases dermatologist

a person whose job is examining people’s eyes
4. | and selling glasses or contact lenses to correct optometrist
vision problems

5. | a person who is receiving medical care patient

benefits" means "money the insurance company

6. : benefits
pays for medical care
involvi likel i :

;| involving or likely to cause disagreement and contentious
argument

8. | possibly potentially
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Germany: German Healthcare

Chunking Practice

EBYDZEEEOLDTHEL . :
1. (8) grass is usually greener on the other side
2. | ELTSFELL L2 TLVS (3) And it's working.
3. | ZniEE (2) dualistic structure
4. | AHIBRERERRFIE (3) public health insurance
N \Y r—y = L A,

5. I}g )JG)IEJ? ¥ATLOESR backbone of the German health system
6. | EFEODRA (4) the principle of solidarity
7. | WAIZIELCT=-818 (4) contributions depending on income
8. | MADHEF L& (5) right and duty to membership
9 EXNGERY—EXRZZT5 h : : :

. (6) ave access to basic medical services
10. | AT SH#EF (4) the right to participate
1. | mEgsE2+2  (3) undergoing primary education
12. | 2 ERGERERE (7) a fair distribution of health care costs
13 IEMARIERDY—EREZESD | the legislature sets minimum standards for

| B (7) services
14. | RIEREALEDILEK (2) extending coverage
15. | MIETORSE (4) competing in the market
16 SEITFLHEARBEHBM/INY T | choose from different tariffs and benefit

| —UNBGERT S (7) packages
17. | K&8®EE (3) alternative healing methods

o 1| = - N Pl

18. E(Jf-;ﬁ”;l B OHSWTER social inequality in the health system

184



Vocabulary Practice

1. | mandatory

statutory

2. | company who doesn’t work for profit

NPOs

mandatory school visits until master’s

primary education

degree
4. | adding things up pooling
5. | laws legislature
6. | different price ranges for services tariffs
7. | plan scheme
8. | contract rules conditions
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US: “No Politics or Religion at the Dinner Table!”

Chunking Practice

ABELLWREELLTEELOATLS
(4)

off-limits for polite conversation

2. | BETHAHITL M DDHBT (3) despite the fact

3. :(06))1%"7 Y FOL—IVEREIL S 1T This rule of etiquette was established

4. | BoRZEITH1=8 (3) avoid creating tension

5 | HEHRFZHFT S0 (4) to maintain social order

6. | SEHTEFEDHALIELLNS (3) feel quaint today

7 FEIHENED L SITELLTEME | precisely because of how society
WS HERIZE->T (6) changes

8. 1@(?)&@7‘;%%%}7}’—7">[: (H*F) 75 sharing their personal convictions

9. | FEAEFTVWLLDICARZS (3) seems almost bizarre

10. 7°E[7"X’;‘l ~ PET7LA-LERRGRE connected alcohol to a variety of sins
U2 (7)

1. TEEERAK] OwrFEY (4) beginning the “Prohibition Era”

12.| £EEZEZHTITEWVNDLSIET (4) by pushing production underground

13.| RELEWVWZERHET S (4) represent a significant difference

14.| [FBRORMMDSHD (4) is subject to interpretation

15.| HRITBEOESLEZALTES (9) | hos iected society with the morals of

16.| BTHAHAZEEMITMLCRELS (5) feel ashamed of their nakedness

17.] ABIZIZBEER#ENHS (3) humans have self-awareness

18.| MHIEBNLHZFH=HIZ (5) to guard against sexual urges

19.| FAIEOX—F TEZ (5) even nudity in same-sex contexts

20.| R EEDICEILLTES (4) have shifted over time

21, Hho SFELGRBIFEAEAND is playing a smaller and smaller overt
S E-TLS (8) role

22.| BRENIZELBHN D (5) feels so out of date

23.| E—ELWSFZHLTEEYTS (3) "bleeping” them out

24| B T—IIFERIZELHE->TWS (5) the taboos grow steadily weaker

186




Vocabulary Practice

to remove people from an organization, because
1. | their opinions or activities are unacceptable to the | purge
people in power

to make or shape something, especially with your
2. | hands to make or shape something, especially with| fashion
your hands

3. | to make up the parts of something constitute

the formal rules of correct or polite behavior in

4. . etiquette
soclety 9

5. | not allowed by the law illicit
not rejecting something or allowing it to become

6. Jecting ng wing! acceptance
part of society n

7 attractive in an unusual or old-fashioned way, often Laint

" | considered out of date 4

a rude or offensive word or phrase that some

8. curse

people use when they are very angry
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Germany: Behavioural Guidelines in Germany, Knigge-

Etiquette and its Strange History

Chunking Practice

L OB ERODI—OIZY Y
LtIFf5 (8)

to round the bill to the next Euro

HULAEORLCEZDESD
(6)

anyone would give a similar answer

3| &8RS (3)

Look it up

4 | ZFABL2HoPHIRNR (3)

all conceivable situations

5| BIZEFINKETTWLDS (4)

has been constantly updated

ADTE. REAH. ERIZED
#452& (7)

conforming to people's temperaments,
insights and inclinations

7 #BbH < (3)

without being false

8 | EALMEFOHRETF (5)

the tone of any company

9 | WKRIZEEZEIT S (5)

playing a trick on her

COAROEAENZHBLI-C &

01 (5

this public exposure

SH—RKRIZELohTLADE

" mry (s)

Contrary to popular belief today

12 | BEMGILE - tLEEEX (3)

a conventional politeness

13 (B B5REHFHITONT

the doctrines of the duties

D#HE (5)
14 %;ﬁig;___j}b P ORE he herald of fine table manners

15| HHEOBAMR (6)

a modern version of the classic

IF4Sy NMIETIRVEER

the most important reference work on

1 sz (7) etiquette
 ARLAA (- SR 4=
17 (Eg?,]l‘“ BINOOHRE a code of generally acceptable behavior
18 TN ZEBEANRHDEZREC should therefore be determined by each
ETHD (7) individual
19 HWMxtd HALEE L < E#IC polite and respectful behavior towards one

BY5kAH5FEL (7)

another
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Vocabulary Practice

he ability to use your knowledge and experience to

! make good decisions and judgments wisdom

2 [ poson o elted o you sndho Wes e | geangan
3. | to make someone worried, unhappy, or angry upset

4. | Constitution or habit of mind temperament

a writer or a book, article, etc. that is mentioned in
5. | a piece of writing, showing you where particular reference
information was found

to give someone who has provided you with a

. ti
service an extra amount of money to thank them P

When you ---, air and often small drops of liquid
7. | suddenly come out of your nose and mouth in a sneeze
way you cannot control

an act of saying that you are sorry for something

wrong you have done apology
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US: A Nation of Couch Potatoes?

Chunking Practice

T AU NORBEEZESEL T
% (6)

divides US leisure time into categories

AL T BF 549 5.5 fdl & Rk

adults spent an average of about 5.5 hours

(6)

2 FEHICEDLTLS (13) a day doing leisure activities
3 TLERBEOTEMNBIMIZZEIEL | TV watching habits have changed
S| = (4) dramatically
4 RELARF Y EX Y MoRHS were housed in large wooden cabinets
' nTu= (6)
< ] : Zil Z .
5. BoMIcH <. MEIFHIFES DT much cheaper and easier to produce

6. | HEMITATZERYERLE (7)

have regained some popularity around the
world

ENLEFERICHED  EFENE
535 (5)

they will never become mainstream

FEICIRBEDTWVERIZED
(5)

become a very profitable industry

9. | MEFLCHEERFITS (3)

regulate interstate transmissions

10. | BLILBEDARZSFSH (3)

protect the vulnerable

1. | MENBZELE= (3)

regulation was throttled

12. | BEZERELE (4)

ran a crusade against

13. | ZF=ADRIZI T =T (6)

hit by a barrage of cartoon

COEIIFSETLREZFAT

%1 g (5)

This change still reverberates today

15. | EEISHET S (4)

pander to young adults

EIX8 OFRTROLIEL

(7)

16. (8) the story does not end in the 1980s
17. *’E%“Eﬁ{l b= R ARENT cinematic television telling complex stories
TLE (5)
EEEICIT< 2 &I
18. PREIFRISAT < = LIEBT 5 comparable to going to a movie theatre

19. | B&RA V2 —3y FOHIR (4)

advent of highspeed internet

AR)—UJDFREFREEL

20 | BoTnaE5E (9)

the benefits of streaming seem to outweigh
the drawbacks

21, | REOTEEZEAT- (3)

changed viewing habits

22. | REIOF ¥ o3Il (3)

surplus of channels
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HowdZy FEERIZH LT for every niche interest

2 (@

ERAXEDARERTIELE (AR Y DD | becoming less and less shared national
24. .

Hd (7) experiences
o5 FADHEIDOREME (EE-T) 8 | injustafew long sittings

g bZE (6)

Vocabulary Practice

examine officially and suppress unacceptable

1. . censor
prats of it
a limiting condition or measure, especially a legal -

2. 9 1 5P y 9 restriction
one

3 inc;!ulge in an activity, especially eating or binge
drinking

4. | to send out programs on television or radio broadcast
sufficiently great or important to be worthy of I

5. enty g P y significant
attention

6. | notsuitable in the circumstances inappropriate

7 the action of inventing something, typically a invention
process or device
a sudden powerful forward or upward

8. surge

movement
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Germany: Sunday rest: Exploring its meaning for Germans

Chunking Practice

BanHd (3)

lies a concept

2. | FLIBEL-EH (3) a deep-rooted reverence
3 ARDIDIZHANGHEZ SO D holds a special place in the hearts and

' (9) minds
4. | EHODIEFEZIENTEDS (4) can be traced back
5 | ARG MAImE (3) a fundamental aspect
6. | BEOWZICEREZRED (7) has its origins in the biblical notion
7. | BEIZESHNIZKB (5) holidays recognized by the state
8. | RERDEEMNFESNATULS (5) similar laws are in place
9. | MEZZHERT D (3) ensure the sanctity
10. | FEFRAOZE (6) activities that were not considered

necessary
1. | WRIFRAIZEELTWLS (5) the situation is slowly evolving
12. | BFEHLELD (3) the question arises
: : ]

13. %T?hé ERERFSNTNS applicable activities are regulated
14. | BETEESATWLS (4) declared in the constitution
15. | ZELGEFETHBALGWI L (4) not exceed reasonable volume
16 TEBELBAFEREMLESNEL L | overzealous neighbour may call the

T gLy (6) police
17 KEELEEDODEELE LTOE | serves as a sanctuary for rest and

| BlEIE=T (8) recuperation
18. | REEOMHIEDHEEDHS (5) strengthen family and community bonds
19. | REEHN®EILE (5) reinforce the sense of belonging
20. | AERTARER (3) meaningful human relationships
21. | HEHE=DES (6) the pressures of a consumerist society
29 EIETFHIEEBRIESD/ANT VR | strike a balance between preserving

| E&D (9) tradition and the conveniences
23. | BHOH#EF (3) preserving the spirit

Sunday rest Z##HTEHZ & T, H : ular enh
4. | RILGREREGDS - LHNTE S experience a particular enhancement
(10) through the retention of Sunday rest

25 | ERICET S &< (6) without bowing entirely to the pressure
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Vocabulary Practice

1. | torepresent something

symbolising

2. | the source of something roots

3. | to protect something safeguarded
4. | reflecting or affecting something applicable
5. | to cutthe grass mowing

6. | too enthusiastic and eager

overzealous

7. | a promise to provide something

commitment

8 the quality of being very important and deserving
" | respect

sanctity

193




US: The Third Rail: Knowing is Half the Battle

Chunking Practice

1. FEICRAGER (4)

The formidable electric current

2. ndEFREEERT S (9)

touching the third rail would surely result
in death

[Third rail (83DL—IL) |
EVLWSEENEFENE (6)

the term “third rail” is derived

BENGRACRBRZENT S C
< (7)

without alienating one’s potential friends
and colleagues

5. WAICECAL (5)

people living in rural areas

6. REMBTERAT (3)

on religious grounds

o, B, BEDZEALD
(5)

value tradition, authority, and patriotism

8. REEHBY->TLES (4)

shut down a conversation

& Y RN - tRBFWICSHRI
A& (7)

the more ethnically and
socioeconomically diverse population

10. | BIDEMIZERL (5)

in favor of gun rights

BOXIEIZDOWTHRNVERZHE

11. > (7)

hold strong opinions about politics and
culture

12. | HoWHEEDBR (4)

all sorts of immigrants

T A ) DAL EER = /&I

13. LT3 (5) diluting American culture and values
14. %%lﬁ&ﬂﬁé IFERLTLS contributing to the diversity and strength

15. | #EFZHRLES LTS (5)

seek to limit the rights

BEZEIBRELSEOHES

161 " g)

a list of ugly words which stain the history

BICHLTES> CE&ZzmIMLL

7ol mez ()

feel ashamed to say it aloud

18. BEANTH5HE (5)

a slur against black people

EHELEDEDOFTEINEEL

9l izmy (a)

immediately ruin the mood
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Vocabulary Practice

1 ha'vmg a lot of money and a good standard of affluent
living
2. | powerful or impressive formidable
3. | to make something weaker or less effective dilute
4 rude in a way that causes somebody to feel upset offensive
or annoyed
to make somebody feel that they do not belong .
5 1. . alienate
in a particular group
an offensive term used deliberately to show a
6. . slur
lack of respect for a particular group of people
; | to make people seem like objects rather than dehumanize
human beings
8 n\zji\sgg a lot of money and a good standard of orivilege
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Germany: The “Genderstern”

Chunking Practice

1. | ERERKFEEW (4)

is far from true

2. | BEMGRE (2)

pointless talking

3. | 2EHD - 2EFLES (3)

to stick around

BT—MENBEL S0 & &5ERE

4. (6) topics that may be considered taboo
= 3 S 54 My EA SFr
5. jgjfﬁumb"mﬁﬁb\ NS are gladly rebutted or refuted

6. | ENzHCHBUAHEER (5)

the political debate surrounding it

XEMICIEBEMRZERY S

are referred to grammatically as

5 (6) masculine
8 BEUGEEEVERDHDHFEL he wish f el
. (5) the wish for appropriate language
DIV —EBHLLEEEED .
9. (4) gender-conscious use of language
10 TRTDO VA —/"TATUT4 | theequal treatment of all
| T4 DFEFLGHRL (6) genders/identities
1. | ~Ic#ELT (4) in shortening it to

WEFEIZRENLGERE G

12. (4) still no conclusive opinion
13. WEQY x » I—LHAEXHT S in favor of a specific form of gendering
AHWvd (8)
14. | BREZEORE (5) an expression of gender equality
15 BBOHA FFA L PETEHLT are issuing their own guidelines
| Wd (5)
16. | SFEdZFELE  (5) had filed a lawsuit against
17. | ZRBEFEUNTAE BEF)  (5) the binary forms of address
S PR
18. %*f)d" YTV IRIRDAR people with the gender marker "diverse”
19. | —EADODARDFHEE (4) The displeasure of some
EERIC Al AN g
20. EEHICEL VIS0 &GS as being on the morally right side
&ET (7)
21. | EBwEEND=®D (5) get out of a discussion

BERICHT HERRVNVEARERFD

221 ()

get fascinating insights into opinions
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Vocabulary Practice

not making a difference between men and

gender-neutral
women

having the qualities or appearance considered to

. masculine
be typical of men

3 a form of a noun or verb that refers to more than lural
" | one person or thing P

to dislike and have no respect for

4. somebody/something despise
5 | aset of rules that are given by an official Lideline
" | organization telling you how to do something 9

6. | anunderstanding of what something is like insight
suitable, acceptable or correct for the particular .

7. . appropriate
circumstances

8. | to order somebody notto do something forbid
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US: Horserace Politics with Red Elephants and Blue Donkeys

Chunking Practice

ExEEYT H1F (6)

the business of running a country

7 (6)

2. HENEEZREODN (4) who is in charge
3. SIEHEN 1 LEES5L—RX (4) | candidates for office race
—_ VAN ﬁ‘x\ L. o S
4. JE6;U- EAMLBLES-LT by dividing and angering their users
5 BADBCAKITA T T4 T 4128 | weartheir political identity on their
' SO —BBRAICRY (7) sleeve
6 BHMEROMEEZEARICRKEEHE | disown family members over political
' 1% (6) disagreements
7. | cxxEumUELBE (7) They go by many names and
escriptions
8. RSP ARF LR (3) conservative versus liberal
9. rEE T onS0/N (6) an animal known for its stubbornness
10 TOEREZIFBARZEHL > TULVELY | its underlying principles have generally
) (8) stayed the same
1. | BEEPRLEELMETHS (6) | freedom is the most paramount value
12 FYDLBMEADBEEEF~DBAF | less government intervention into
| DRYA (7) individuals”  daily lives
13. | EHZFE<CEALS (3) deeply value tradition
14. | —fEEICEEISERL (3) generally resist change
15. | RERtLEHHRZEALD (4) democrats also prize freedom
16, Be S BT L~ DIER (6) ic;\racssetradltlon and resistance to
17 HRZIKRL., SHREZHLKT S | emphasize expanding rights and
| EZxRERAT D (7) growing the diversity
18. | HEMDHIRDERZFS (5) protect the rights of minorities
19. BRKECIBIELTLS (4) politics is heavily polarized
= - ——
20. B‘Egéiﬁb‘k%ﬂﬂk"& 55&9% distinguish themselves from each other
21. | BEHEAEDW-REEF (6) based on their feeling of identification
HBROHLIFEBELGEFEAED :
22. . very few voters have much in common
Ly (7)
23. | RSFHFYDRTE (2) conservative-leaning commentaries
3 = i AT
24. BRY BI-HOBADEREAT the first crucial step to fixing

198




Vocabulary Practice

1. | arule or atheory that something is based on principal

2. | the act of refusing to obey restriction
a situation where people have different opinions .

3. . disagreement
about something and often argue

4. | strong and not likely to fail robust

5. | knowledge or skills in a specific area literacy
tor nize the differen t nt | .

6. | torecognize the difference between two people distinguish
or things

; | to be a member of a group of people and act or represent
speak for them at an event, a meeting

8. | more important than anything else paramount
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Germany: “Studentische Selbstbestimmung” -

determination

Chunking Practice

student self-

1. | HROHEME (3) normal small talk
5 fallc T3, #HICTLERZHF>TLY | has an opinion on everything and
| A (7) everyone
3. | EFORENICEFRGEL  (5) regardless of their actual abilities
—_ L | . [ZZ T
4. (E;&& L5 HBRITTS throwing a spanner into the works
5 | ~ITERSBAHRAFEN: D) is deeply embedded in
6. | RLEENOHLHHEREE (5) the most influential social movements
7. | AR - BUAKIE (5) established social and political structures
8 BRERNERITIEOOND ved horitari
: (a) was perceived as authoritarian
9. | FEAZAWLECE (4) the use of violence
10 C DEFHO M EMMEEDRE a symbol of the movement's
‘ (6) ambivalence
1. | ZEFESES (3) student self-governing bodies
12. | BeArEA CERREDE (6) platfqrms for !oo||t|ca| discussions and
decision-making
13. BHERDSHME (5) the plurality of political opinions
14 ZLOBRBLEFMEEZE v R | large turnouts and intensive election
=¥ (8) campaigns
15 SEIFLBBROBEADSMEZIR | engage with differentideologies and
1 9 (8) programmes
16. | FEEF~NODEENLGEE (6) a direct impact on student life
17. | RZORE{ (4) the democratisation of universities
18. | A3az=T4EHZSDD (5) strengthen the sense of community
19. | MEADEMT /N4 X (3) initial legal advice
(BHAKZISE->TULVELY) HF—t : .
20. .
0 KOZE  (2) first-generation students
: = "rlr_ o oYy ‘EH;_.T\ ) )
21. (05)1)@ (E-HROFE) OEFHE fail rates among this demographic
oy | HEH - ARRFRIRATREMEICE | contribute to social and ecological
| IS (6) sustainability
23. | MEBOAHIEHE (3) local public transport
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24, | Bl ZERRT S (5) to explore the surrounding area

05 | BEQBBEIROEELESE (7) an important part of students' job
R - applications

26. | (RIBMIIC)B Y o= (5) the opportunity to get involved

Vocabulary Practice

support by one person or group of people for
another because they share feelings, opinions, solidarity
aims

having a lot of influence on

2. . influential
somebody/something inmdent
a formal discussion between two groups or
3. | countries, especially when they are trying to solve | dialogue
a problem
expected to do something or to become :
4. . prospective
something
the act of using force to oppose .
5. 9 . PP resistance
somebody/something
to travel to or around an area or a country in
6. ) explore
order to learn about it
the ability to continue or be continued for a lon T
7. ) y 9 sustainability
time
8. | to support something publicly advocate
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US: American Identities through Images and Language

Chunking Practice

H—RHBERXTLAE4T (3)

one unified stereotype

T77ARIT—FEMNYEBRBELL

2. FOAR (3) fast-food eating slobs

3. 9(;;6171:75—%3&0)j3 TR=A tough cowboy jocks

4. | Ik ETHRLRIFHGAL (5) the friendliest people on Earth

5. | B—DA A—DTENT S (6) to encapsulate in a single image

6. %ifﬁﬁfﬁ%b\% Loy may be partly true

7 BHEDMIH LB FEUVDLTLS are 'often strongly connected to specific
(7) regions

8. | #EDHN=E (3) food portion sizes

9. | KEWZFERLY (3) bigger is better

10. | HIXEBETHS (3) Cities are cramped

M. | &hoBHEEN (3) as settled later

12. %%;IEAO)HE#EﬁIi%#EE# much less reliant on their neighbors

13. | REHZLDZEHETTSH (5) to show off big things

14. | BHEEERIZEETWS (6) so full of action and change

15. *ﬁ(*:?ngﬁ (BHNEELEN have to be mentally tough

16. | HBET L EDLELL (6) may not even make eye contact

17. | BILEAGESNDZBHS (5) would be considered terribly impolite

18. | ThESRITHMSITDOAN (5) every stranger you ran into

19. | XEGTBEYZEHEHED (4) take great pride in

20. | RTHEOHZFET (5) exclusively speak English at home

21. | HBFOMHEAHY (4) has a distinct character

22. | THL-2HkMEDOHRTE (5) Among all of this diversity

23. | EiELEEELEITEESS (6) will continue to evolve and change
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Vocabulary Practice

to express the most important parts of
1. N encapsulate
something in a few words
2. | does not have enough space for the people init | cramped
r having or showing a lack of r t for . :
3 ude, having or showing a lack of respect fo impolite
other people
a person who has been chosen to speak or vote :
4. representative
for somebody else or for a group of people
to say that something is true although it has not
5. | been proved and other people may not believe claim
it
extreme in a way that has a sudden, serious or )
6. : . drastic
violent effect on something
very different from each other and of various :
7. . diverse
kinds
to do clever tricks such as making things seem to :
8. . . . conjure
appear or disappear as if by magic
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Germany: How to deal with identity?

Chunking Practice

BELDZRBIDCEN—BTH
5 (4)

expressing patriotism is commonplace

2 LIFLIFEEICHRNDODNS (5) is often approached with caution
3 REDEY #HM B IFITRT T & | are wary of overt displays of national
(8) pride
4 | BRIIERSEDEN SN (5) despite the own poor result
5 @(05))7"7/( FERLTETNS showing too much national pride
6 | HEMLIFS (3) shake their heads
7 | EEFEOYAY (5) as signs for state visits
8 | HADBEDHIZ (6) in the minds of the regions
9 | HUHICRET T I ENZLY (4) are often rooted regionally
10 | EZOHFEEZHAL: (5) proved that a vacuum exists
DT A ToT 4T 4 DHLHE . S
11 &5 (6) a focal point of local identity
12 ERGERZTHOERZEAHESE T | uniting residents across diverse
Wad (5) backgrounds
HWITDEY EMEHEDTA T T ceinforcing th tion bet local
13 | 454 LOBUDEEB/HTNG einforcing the connection between loca
(9) pride and community identity
a0 ®RELRL-LTNS -
14 (7) serves as a lifeline for many people
15 HIEHECERBEEZEYIZERSHE | be proud of their community and
HICEd (7) themselves
16 BIBR (gt A~ DEMLFEITE | actively engage in community outreach
U#L (6) programmes
17 | BAORVEDMN EDZE (8) interact with people from outside their
own bubble.
18 RBZLTIEAESLGEERER darker sides that should not be
(7) overlooked
19 | —HED#EKRYXE (5) a form of territorial dominance
20 | BIRD T 7 UIZ&D (6) stems from a minority of fans
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Vocabulary Practice

a thing that somebody has done successfully, .
1. ; . . . achievement
especially using their own effort and skill
2. | unwilling to show feelings or express opinions reserved
something that is very important for somebody s
3. lifeline
and that they depend on
rson who lives in rticular pl r wh .
4. | @personwholives in a particular place or who resident
has their home there
5. | love of your country and the desire to defend it patriotism
6. | to fail to see or notice something overlook
7. | to make a feeling, an idea, etc. stronger reinforce
8. | donein an open way and not secretly overt
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/\
HU Liberal Arts

*)English Courses Interview Worksheet @Hﬁ%ﬁ;ﬁszﬁgg*
<Y
Class: Name: Student ID:
Topic:

This interview is to prepare for a --- presentation / writing / my own interest /
Date: /
Question and Answers: Time: [ : 1~1 : ]

Interviewee
Name:
Country:
Background:

(

How do you spell it?
Could you say that
again, please?

Notes (Interesting observations and
information outside of the questions):
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BARANFENMEAANBET E-ODERKEELTH-THEELVME
O EBELELz, SABIKFETREHFTZHELTWLSET AU A
HE., FAYEBD2ADHEIZ, TNENDOHREN S, [XXED
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CDHFEZ, FEEDOE SANREENIZReading/EENZ TE 5 &
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9,

AEDHH

READING PASSAGE:
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CHUNKING PRACTICE:

Fr o) ERENDZERDEETY R, SAONT=EHEZE L
2. RXMLIELELGHRBEZHEDEL LD, =, TOFV D
ZEZDED. RTTHELEL &S,

VOCABULARY PRACTICE:

EREOHRIEX., BITHYET, B (A) ZHENL, AXDEZIC
HTEh, BRAENOEEZEVFELLD, CHBELERTTHE
TEAELIITHE-LTWET,

COMMENTING PRACTICE:
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L&J.
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