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US: Immigration Nation Listening Text

The United States is a “country of immigrants.” People have been moving there for
hundreds of years. An important part of modern American cultural identity comes from the
immigration Europeans. They came to Ellis Island, a customs and immigration station

outside of New York City near the Statue of Liberty.

One important group of immigrants in New York City are Jewish people. Actually,
more Jews live in New York than in Israell New York has a higher percentage of Jews than
anywhere else in the country. You can find Jewish culture all around New York city. New
York is famous for Jewish bread like bagels, challah, rye bread, and Jewish sweets. Jewish
culture also includes their language. Common words include chutzpah (a rude attitude),

shekels (money), and klutzy (clumsy).

Another big group of immigrants in New York and neighboring New Jersey are the
ltalians. Maybe you have seen Italian Americans criminals in movies like The Godfather or
TV shows like The Sopranos. However, Italian Americans are just like everyone else. They
like family, food, music, and traditions. New York pizza is famous Italian American food.
These “tomato pies” are usually about 35.5 cm big and cut into 10 slices. You can buy a $1
slice on the street, any time of day or night. Italian Americans also have some unique words,

like "agita,” meaning “stress.”

The history of diversity in the US is not always happy. There has always been racism
and hatred against new immigrants. Worse still, America had 200 years of legal slavery.
Countless black men and women were forced from Africa to work and die in America.
Slavery officially ended in 1863. However, racist laws and culture held black Americans back
for over 100 years after. Furthermore, slaves were taken from their homes and split from
their families. This means that few black Americans today know their family roots. Instead,
they were forced to create new cultures, language, and traditions in America. Black
Americans as a group have never been treated well in America. But today, people are

starting to recognize how much they have added to American culture and life.
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US: Immigration Nation

The United States is a “country of immigrants.” Of course, Native Americans lived
there long before any Europeans, Africans, or Asians immigrated to the continent. However,
people have been moving there from around the world ever since Europeans discovered it.
Much of the modern American myth has been built around the immigration of poor
Europeans who sailed across the Atlantic Ocean to seek a better life. They were processed
at Ellis Island, a kind of customs and immigration station outside of New York City and under
the watchful eyes of the Statue of Liberty. At the statue’s feet is engraved a poem by Emma
Lazarus (1880) beginning with the famous words “Give me your tired, your poor.” America

was the land of dreams and opportunity for many people across Europe.

One group of immigrants that became an important community in New York City is
made up of people of Jewish ancestry. About 9% of the city’s population is Jewish—-more
Jews live in New York than in Israel!' Compared to the 3.5% of the national population that
has Jewish background, New York is certainly an exception.? This does not mean that there
is a Jewish Temple on every block of the city, but it does mean that Jewish culture is present
in many corners of New York life. This includes food: New York is famous for bagels, as well
as the bagel-like bialy, challah and rye bread, and other Jewish baked goods. It also includes
their Yiddish language: on the street, you might hear a frustrated cry of "oy vey!” or
complaints about the chutzpah (nerve) of a rude person, someone counting their shekels

(money), or laughing at a klutz (clumsy person) tripping over their own feet.

Another group of immigrants whose communities still color New York and
neighboring New Jersey are the ltalians. Italian Americans have a bad reputation as
mafiosos—organized crime families—an image cemented by the Francis Ford Coppola
Godfather films. However, contrary to the movies, Italian Americans are just like any other
community with their own food, music, and traditions. Pizza is popular around the world and
throughout the US. However, New York pizza is different from Chicago pizza (which is thick
and eaten with a knife and fork) and California pizza (which is thin and crispy like a cracker).
New York pizzas, or “tomato pies,” are usually about 14 inches (35.5 cm) in diameter, and
cut into 10 slices. In the city, it is common to buy a $1 slice on the street, any time of day or
night. Italian Americans also have some unique words, like “agita.” Agita comes from the

word “agitate,” and literally means “heartburn,” but figuratively refers to “annoyance or

17 things to know about the Jews of New York for Tuesday’s primary, https://www.jta.org/2016/04/18/politics/7-things-to-know-about-
the-jews-of-new-york-for-tuesdays-primary, 18.04.2016.

2 JEWISH AMERICANS IN 2020, JEWISH AMERICANS IN 2020 Pew Research Center, https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2021/05/11/the-
size-of-the-u-s-jewish-population/, 11.05.2021.
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stress.” Few Americans outside of New York and New Jersey may know these words—that is,

unless they are “paesano” (fellow countrymen).

The history of diversity in the US is not always a happy tale. Once immigrants become
“Americans,” they often resist any newcomers. This has happened throughout history, and
continues today with prejudice against Latin American and Muslim immigrants in particular.
America also has a shameful history of about 200 years of legal slavery. This “forced
immigration” brought countless black men and women from Africa against their will. It is so
foundational to America that some people now argue that the country was not founded in
1776 like most history books say, butin 1619, when the very first black slaves were brought
to the continent. While slavery theoretically ended in 1863 with the beginning of the Civil
War, the effects of slavery—and racist laws and culture that continued for over 100 years
after—prevented black Americans as a group from making substantial economic,
educational, or cultural gains in society. Furthermore, as slaves were treated as chattel—
simple property to be bought and sold—they were ripped from their homes and intentionally
split from their families and loved ones. This means that few black Americans today are able
to trace their family histories back to a specific country or culture overseas. Instead, they
were forced to create new cultures, language, and traditions in America. While the
treatment of black Americans throughout American history has usually ranged from
inexcusable to inhumane, advocates and activists have also long fought to have their great

contributions to American life recognized and appreciated on a national scale.

10
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Vocabulary Practice

EBRICHTRHFELIBZETOERRMIOBATEEFLLS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMLRTICHATHHEEEZEZAFL LS.

immigrated engraved complaints agitate

resist substantial ripped contribution

1. | to remove something quickly, without being careful

2 to make someone become nervous because of
" | worry or fear

3. | to come to live in a different country

something that you do to help achieve something
together with other people

5. | to fight against something

6 to cut words, pictures, or patterns into the surface of
" | metal, stone, etc.

7 | @statement that something is wrong or not

" | satisfactory

8. | large in size, value, or importance

Commenting Practice
TOERICOWT, FOL3IC1~5TREUELELS,
1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A SAHERERGHL1DTDIOERZEHL. B SARALRTICENICHLTESDEREZDE

MZERREL LS,

1. | I'would like to live in a different country. 12345

Japan is a country that anybody can enjoy
living in.

3. | Japan should accept more foreign people. 12345

4. | The USis an open country for immigrants. 12345

5. | Protecting the border is important. 12345

12



Germany: Cultural Diversity
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Germany: A Common European Culture? Listening Text

When talking about different cultures living together in Germany, there's a term
that's very German and doesn't have a perfect translation: "Leitkultur." It means something
like 'guiding culture' or 'common culture'. This idea was first introduced by a sociologist
named Bassam Tibiin 1998. He talked about a European Leitkultur based on modern values.
Later, the discussion shifted to a German Leitkultur, with the idea that everyone in Germany

should follow the same values.

This debate is still happening today, often led by politicians who focus on
nationalism. They believe that each country should have one culture, made up of people
who are all similar in ethnicity and culture. This idea isn't new and has been used to force

people to assimilate throughout European history.

But Germany is a mix of different cultures. There are about 11.4 million people in
Germany from different countries, speaking different languages, and following different
values and beliefs. And Germany itself is a mix of ideas from different regions, like the
'‘German virtues' which actually originated from Prussia. Migration has always been a normal
part of German history. Even in the past, people moved to and from German territories for
various reasons. For example, after World War I, Germany experienced an economic boom
partly because of guest workers from Turkey and other countries. And historically, many

Germans also migrated to other countries, like the USA.

Today, about 26 percent of Germans have a migration background. But living
together with different cultures hasn't always been easy. During the economic boom, guest
workers were seen as temporary and weren't actively encouraged to integrate. This led to
some communities feeling isolated, and there was a divide between 'us' and 'them'. Even
in East Germany, where guest workers were also recruited, there was a sense of separation

from the local population. This led to a lack of understanding about migrants' needs.

Nowadays, there's more awareness about these issues. Many people and politicians
don't support the idea of one guiding culture anymore. With the arrival of refugees in recent
years, there's been a focus on integration and inclusion. The government supports migrants,
and there are volunteers helping them all over Germany. Schools teach diversity as a normal

part of life, and efforts are made to ensure that everyone understands and accepts it.

This is not just happening in Germany but throughout Europe. Embracing
multiculturalism is seen as essential for the future of Europe, moving away from the idea of

one guiding culture towards a more inclusive society.

14
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Germany: A Common European Culture?

When dealing with the issue of multiculturalism in Germany, there is no getting
around a term that is so German that there is no suitable translation for it. "Leitkultur" is a
German concept, which can be translated as 'guiding culture' or 'common culture'.1 The
term was first introduced in 1998 by the German-Arab sociologist Bassam Tibi and from
2000 onwards took a prominent place in the national political debate on national identity
and immigration. Tibi argued for a European Leitkultur, a consensus of values based on the
values? of "cultural modernity". A short time later the discourse about a German Leitkultur
and a consensus of values to which every migrant in Germany should conform emerged.
This political debate still takes place today, carried by more nationalistic politicians and
based on the idea that different nations must consist of ethnically and culturally

homogeneous groups.

This idea is not new and provided the pretext for forced assimilation programs of all
kinds, for discrimination, disenfranchisement, expulsion, and ethnic cleansing throughout
European history. Yet most European countries are multicultural societies and countries of
migration. There are about 11.4 million people living in Germany who come from different
countries, speak different languages, and are guided by different values, norms and
religious beliefs. But you don't have to look at these 11 million people alone. What is
Germany? Germany in its present form was founded in 1871 and ended hundreds of years
of small states. The concept of Germany is thereby a jumbled mass of ideas from different
regions, especially often influenced by the domination of local rulers, such as the '‘German
virtues," which are actually Prussian in origin. The German population consists of various
subgroups, many of which differ more from each other than from members of the same

subgroup in another country.

Historically, migration to and from German territories has been a normal occurrence.
Routes in Europe are short enough to facilitate migration, migrant and seasonal workers,
refugees, and transients: all of these are not elements of globalization but can be
documented as early as the 17th century with the entry of Huguenots as religious refugees
into Prussia. The "West German economic miracle" after WW2 was fueled not least by guest
workers from Turkey and other countries, while German emigrants to the USA made up the
largest group of immigrants in the period from 1850 to 1890. With around 21 million

Germans, 26 percent of the population, have a migration background. However, the

1 Similar to the German Leitmotiv - leitmotif,
A fragment which “retains its identity” and can be clearly identified on subsequent appearances.
2 such as democracy, pluralism, tolerance and reason from religious revelation
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multicultural society has never functioned particularly well. During the time of the economic
miracle, people spoke of guest workers, i.e. workers who were only tolerated and were not
supposed to stay in the country for a long time. For many West Germans, the people from
Turkey seemed the most "foreign”. They left their mark on entire neighborhoods in large
cities. What critics depreciated as "ghettoization" made it easier for new arrivals to find their
way around. While spontaneous integration began among some sections of the immigrants,
it was not actively promoted either by politics or by the population. One reaction of many
foreigners was to retreat into the private sphere and a vicious circle developed, which can

still be felt today and left an "us against them" principle in people's minds.

Atthe same time, however, the GDR, the East German state, should not be forgotten.
There, guest workers were recruited for 5 years from countries like Mozambique, Cuba,
Vietnam and Poland, but were more strictly separated from the population. Despite the
important role of these guest workers, the feeling developed that hardly any migrants were
needed, and to this day this is reflected in an imbalance between the number of migrants
in East Germany and West Germany and a latent lack of understanding about the needs and

wants of foreigners in the eastern regions of the country.

Today, the problem has been recognized and large parts of the population and
politics reject the “Leitkulturprinzip” and especially with the influx of refugees in recent years,
there have been far-reaching efforts to strengthen integration and inclusion. Migrants
receive support from the state and there are volunteers throughout Germany who try to
help. In kindergartens and schools, diversity is taught as normal part of life and everything
possible is done to ensure that children understand and embrace this principle. This
development is also necessary and underway throughout Europe in order to further
develop and strengthen the EU. “Leitkultur” is Europe's past, multiculturalism is the present

and future.

16
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17



Vocabulary Practice

EBRICHTRHFELIBZETOERRMIOBATEEFLLS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMLRTICHATHHEEEZEZAFL LS.

pluralism homogeneous virtue refugee
emigrant function strictly integration
1. | to work or operate

2. | agood moral quality in person

a person who leaves a country
permanently to live in another one

the existence of people of different
4. races, religious beliefs, and cultures
within the same society

5. | exactly or correctly

the action of successfully joining or
mixing with a different group of people

consisting of people that are similar to
each other

a person who escape from their own
8. | country for political, religious, or
economical reasons

Commenting Practice
TOERIZDOWT, FTOKSIZT1~5TREUEL &S,
1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A SAHRIRERLGAL 1DFDOEREEHL. B TARMIRTICENICH L TEASTDEREZDE
MZER~FEL &S,

1. | Japanis a homogeneous country. 12345

2. | Immigrants should assimilate into the new country. 12345

3. | Immigrants should keep their own identity. 12345

4. | Japan should accept more immigrants. 12345

5 Japan 'has tolerance toward people from other 12345
countries.

18
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US: College Education
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US: College Education Listening Text

College isimportant for many young people becoming adults. Itis the first time living
away from home, often in a different state. It is similar to the experience of college in Japan.

However, there are also many differences.

In college in the US, students belong to the college, not a department. They can then
take any classes they want. Most bachelor’'s degrees are completed in four years. Masters’

degrees usually take two years, and doctorates can take between five to ten years.

One of the biggest differences is that American colleges spend much more money
on things outside of the classroom. College is a business and students are customers, good
facilities are good advertisements. Often, this means spending money on college sports
teams. Most colleges and universities also have fitness clubs, and many also have cafeterias
with many kinds of food. Schools also sell t-shirts, pens, folders, thermoses, and an endless

list of other goods in the university gift shop.

Housing is very different from Japan. According to JASSO, in 2018 less than 7% of
Japanese students lived in a dormitory. About 45% of American students 2017 were living
in school housing. Many student houses are new and expensive. Staff clean the hallways and
bathrooms, and the rooms have good furniture. Students who live on campus sometimes
go to morning class in their pajamas! They can also use their student IDs to pay at the

cafeteria.

Although that may sound like a lot of fun, there are downsides as well. Critics say that
US college students are not learning necessary life skills like cooking, cleaning, and
managing money. They say that students party all the time. About 40 percent of 18- to 24-
year-old Americans are enrolled in college. However, fewer than half are expected to
graduate. There are many reasons for the high rate of failure. Partying, drinking, and drug

use on American college campuses may be one.

Another major cause of student failure is the cost. In 2021, the average cost for
private universities was $38,185 per year. Public universities averaged $10,338. Private
universities are usually more famous, so students will take out large loans to go to them.
Both universities and the US government support students in need, but most still graduate
in debt. Some students try to save money by going to community college first. Students in
community college pay for each class they take, and can take those credits to a four-year
college later. One good thing is that student scholarships in the US are like gifts—unlike

Japan, there is no need to pay the money back, ever.
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US: College Education

College is an important step on many young peoples’ road to becoming an adult.
For many Americans, it is the first time living away from their parents, often in a completely
different state. In many ways, it is quite similar to the experience of college in Japan.

However, there are also many institutional and cultural differences.

Colleges and universities tend to use a liberal arts system. This means that students
matriculate into the college itself, not into a particular department. They can then take any
classes they want, as long as they fulfill the requirements of their program to graduate. An
associate’s degree can be earned in two years, and most bachelor’s degrees are completed
in four years. For graduate study (called “postgraduate” in Europe), masters’ degrees usually

take about two years, and doctorates can take between five to ten years of additional study.

One of the biggest cultural differences between Japanese and American colleges is
that the latter invests much more heavily in the extra-curricular aspects of the experience. In
many ways, college is a business and students are customers, so having the best amenities
is an effective way to advertise. Often, this means supporting college sports teams by
building expensive training and competition facilities. Most colleges and universities also
have fitness clubs to support student health, and many also boast multiple cafeterias with a
wide selection of foods. Many colleges become brands: most have a logo, school colors,
and a team mascot...all are available for purchase on t-shirts, fancy pens, folders, thermoses,
and an endless list of other goods in the university gift shop. Room and board is one area
that is often quite different from Japan. According to an analysis of data from the Japan
Student Services Organization (JASSO), in 2018 less than 7% of all Japanese college
students lived in a dormitory." By contrast, about 45% of American students in a 2017 survey
were living in school housing on or off campus.? Student housing is a big industry, and while
many campus dorms are legacy buildings—some built over 100 years ago—many are newly
constructed, sometimes in a luxurious style, in order to make as much money as possible.
Staff regularly clean the hallways and bathrooms, and the rooms come stocked with good-
quality, durable furniture. When students live on campus, they are so close to the school
that some will roll out of bed and go right to morning class still in their pajamas! Students

can also get meal plans, so they can use their student IDs to pay at the cafeteria. Most

PREZBEN-ABLLT2EEATIERELSLEELLNSEV? —ABLSLICANDERL B
https://www.athome.co.jp/contents/students/livingexpenses/percentage/, 02.05.2022.

2 Anderson, Bendix, Fall 2018 School Year Starts Strong for the Student Housing Sector, https://www.wealthmanagement.com/student-
housing/fall-2018-school-year-starts-strong-student-housing-sector, 08.10.2018.
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universities have at least one buffet-style restaurant, so students can sit for long hours eating

and drinking whatever they want, often while doing homework or socializing with friends.

Although the above may sound like a lot of fun and games, there are some
downsides. In fact, critics suggest that US college students are being coddled, and those
living in dorms are not learning necessary life skills like cooking, cleaning, and managing a
budget. Others worry that students see college as an opportunity to party all the time,
without parental oversight. According to the National Center for Education Statistics, 40
percent of 18- to 24-year-old Americans had enrolled in college.® However, the same source
reports that only 64% of students who started a bachelor’s degree in 2014 had completed
their program within 6 years.*While there are many reasons for the high rate of failure,
widespread cultures of partying, drinking, and drug use on American college campuses
certainly contribute to it.

Another difficulty in attending college in the US and a major cause of student failure
is the cost. In 2021, the average tuition for private universities was $38,185 per year—not
including room and board. On the other hand, public universities averaged $10,338 for
students who live in the same state.® Private universities tend to be more prestigious, and
students will take out tens of thousands of dollars in loans to be able to attend them. Both
universities and the US government provide financial support for students in need, but many
graduate heavily in debt. Some students try to save money by attending a two-year
community college first. Students in community college pay for each credit they take and
can transfer those credits to a four-year college to complete a bachelor's degree. One
saving grace, however, is that student scholarships in the US are like gifts—unlike Japan,

there is no requirement to pay the money back, ever.

3 College Enrollment Rates, https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator/cpb,05.2022.

4Undergraduate Retention and Graduation Rates, https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator/ctr/undergrad-retention-graduation,
05.2022.

5 Kerr, Emma; Wood, Sarah, See the Average College Tuition in 2022-2023 https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/paying-for-
college/articles/paying-for-college-infographic, 12.09.2022.
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Chunking Practice

ROBFFICHETI2READOM-FY (BFEIERERT) £, AXAhLGEEHLELLS.

ASARRRZERLGNGEREEZE L. BTARAHLRTICELETIHEEFORBEESEVEL &5,

1. | BoDBETERMNTELT (5)

2. | RZZDILDIZAFET S (5)

WoNBEGEHEZH-LTLSRY
(7)

4. | FNEH (6)

5. | IRMBERBHFENVED (5)

CEELBMZEZRMYZESZ-EHEDH D
IT)T7EEL>TNS (9)

7. | BAENLGWEEDER (5)

8. | F¥YUNRANDEEER (6)

RETMAMEDHARENKEAATTOD
(5)

10. | Ny FhbiEEELENY (4)

M. | RAERRT S (3)

12.| HohEnd (3)

13. | EFEICBEGAFIL (3)

14.| PEZEETSHE (3)

15. | HOBERGELIZ (3)

16. | I KZDFZER (6)

17.| &YERA HAIERNHS (5)
18. | BAIFHRBELGFEE (3)

19.| 2EDREEERS-FFEAE (5)

20.| f=otE=—20 Ly (3)

21. | REDBEDZL (7)
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Vocabulary Practice

EBRICHTRHFELIBZETOERRMIOBATEEFLLS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMLRTICHATHHEEEZEZAFL LS.

matriculate additional facility purchase

socialize downside critic contribute

a place, socially including buildings,
where a particular activity happens

to spend time people in order to enjoy

2 yourself

3 to be formally admitted to study at a
' university or college

4 someone who give their opinion about

something

5. to buy something

to be one of the reasons why

6 something happens
7. more than was first mentioned; extra
8 the disadvantaged or less positive

aspects of something

Commenting Practice

TOERICOWT, FOL3IC1~5TREUELELS,

1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A SAHIRZERGEAS1DTFOERFZEHRL. B SARALRTICENICSHLTESDEREZFDE

MZERREL&L S,

1. | Itis very meaningful to go to university. 12345

2 Extra-curricular activities are important for university 1 2345
students.

3. | ltis good to loan money for tuition. 12345

4 Students can earn enough money by working part- 1 2345
time.

5. | Financial situation affect a lot on educationinJapan. | 1 2 3 4 5
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Germany: College Education

FA YT, HEHENMMBE L (FRGIBECLE-THEY ., PEXFHRETEIZ 3 BEDH
Y&EF, N T bia—L, LT7ILYa—L, FLFPILTT,

IND T kY a—LU(Hauptschule)ld,. HEHBFTERDRTEBICMET 2FKRTT, /N7
Foa—LiE, RAMNTHEENGATILCERZES., KEZTOEEZLEL LGEVEEIC
MCTIZODEBE LTRSS TLET, NV T a—L TR, FAYVE. #FE. tsH.
RELGEDRBTERBELZZITES .

L7 a—L (Realschule) (. FFHEERDHBBLANILTY, LTI a—LTIE,
BEOREMWAEYU T, SLICEBZESN-OOE[FESAFBELNVTVET, HE,. BA
B, BBERLRE, JVYLELHBEEZTHENTEET,

FLF DL (Gymnasium) [F, PEHEHRBORELANILTY, FLFOIALR, KF
LRALDFECLYBELGHEEZLELT DBEICMCODERBITERZELNTVET,
FLFOVLDEREIF, BENGHEEEZRITEHENTEET,
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Germany: Education in Germany Listening Text

In  Germany, there's been a lot of talk about something called
"Akademisierungswahn," which means a strong push towards everyone going to university.
Over the past 20 years, the number of students graduating from Gymnasium, which is like
college preparatory school, has almost doubled. Some people wonder if this trend should
continue and if university should become the norm for everyone, like it is in other European
countries.Critics worry that because more students are going to Gymnasium and university,
the quality of education is dropping. This means that more students are entering the job
market with higher education, while jobs that used to be for students from other types of
schools are being overlooked. This can make it harder for students from those schools to

find work.

But let's go back to the beginning of the problem: the primary school
recommendation. This is a big decision for many kids because it can affect their future for a
long time. In Germany, after primary school, students have to choose which type of
secondary school to attend. There are three main types: Hauptschule, Realschule, and
Gymnasium. Hauptschule is more practical and prepares students for vocational training.
Realschule is also for vocational training but at a higher academic level. Gymnasium is the
highest level and prepares students for university.Parents have to decide which school is
best for their child around the fourth grade. More and more are choosing Gymnasium
because they think it gives their child the best chance for a good job in the future. Some
people think there should be a mandatory recommendation from primary schools to help
parents decide. In the past, this was common practice. Teachers would look at a student's

grades, abilities, and character to decide which school they should go to next.

But this method isn't perfect. Parents often want what's best for their child and may
not agree with the teacher's recommendation. Critics say this is one reason why more
students are going to Gymnasium now. However, teachers can't be completely objective
either. They only see a student for a short time and might not know about their home life or
have biases. So, what's the solution? It's hard to say. But one idea is to give parents better
advice so they can make informed decisions. Another important thing is to show parents the
different options available and how students can switch between schools if needed. This
brings us back to the bigger issue of everyone going to university. Critics worry about the
quality of education dropping and more students dropping out. But instead of limiting the
number of students, maybe we should focus on providing better support and guidance to

help all students succeed, no matter which path they choose.
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Germany: Education in Germany

"Akademisierungswahn" ("academisation mania") is the catchword that has been
used in Germany for decades to discuss the current school system in a highly controversial
way. The number of Gymnasium, or college preparatory school, graduates has almost
doubled in the last 20 years. Should university studies be the norm in the future, as in other
European countries? Critics claim that the standard at schools and universities is falling
dramatically due to the higher numbers of pupils and students. As a result, more students
graduate Gymnasium, Germany'’s highest school track, and are entering the job training
market previously dominated by Hauptschule and Realschule; higher education and
universities are overflowing, while pupils with lower education have a harder time finding
employment. No judgement shall be made here about the accuracy of these theses. To
survey the entire discourse would easily go beyond the scope of this text, but a look at the
earliest aspect of the problem should be interesting. After all, for many children the "primary
school recommendation” represents the first major break in their lives, which in some cases

influences them for a long time.

So, what is this primary school recommendation? For this purpose, let's take a brief
look at the education system, which in Germany is a matter for the federal states and usually
includes free education. After pre-school facilities such as kindergartens, German pupils
attend primary school (grades 1-4). Compulsory schooling begins at the age of six. After
grade 4, the child switches to one of three types of education. The types of school in
Germany vary from state to state, but the core build the Hauptschul-, Realschul- and
Gymnasium strands of education. The Hauptschule is the most practical route and prepares
pupils for vocational training. After finishing school, after the 9th or 10th grade, pupils are
expected to visit a vocational school. This next type of school is the Realschule. This is also
intended for vocational training after 10th grade and teaches at a higher academic level
than the Hauptschule. The highest form of school is a Gymnasium, which prepares students
for higher education. After 12 years, students earn the Abitur (similar to A-levels in GB) by
passing an oral and written examination. Every student with an Abitur from a Gymnasium

must be admitted to a German university, but there is no guarantee of a course of study.

So where should a child go after primary school? At the beginning of the fourth
school year, parents have to decide. More and more are opting for the Gymnasium, not
least because some believe that children have to take the Abitur to have good chances on
the job market. For this reason, the reintroduction of a binding primary school
recommendation has been discussed in some federal states for years. Here, the primary

schools determine which secondary schools the fourth graders attend. Until about 20 years
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ago, this was the standard. The teachers looked at the pupils' aptitude, grades and character
and determined their further path in life. But how fair is this method? As parents presumably
only want the best for their children and view them more positively than the reality, they
have the reputation to override non-binding recommendations. This is a reason that critics
see non-binding recommendations as a core reason for the increasing number of high
school graduates. On the other hand, it is not as if teachers can be 100% objective. They
only see a pupil for a limited time, know nothing about the learning conditions at home and

may have prejudices, although of course this should not happen.

The pressure to perform and the stress of pupils increases if teachers are the sole
deciders. So, what to do? There will never be a fair solution that makes all sides happy.
Academisation is a development that will proceed, as many apprenticeship professions also
require a higher level of education. The best solution seems twofold. On the one hand,
parents must be well advised so that they can make a good decision in the interest of their
children. On the other hand, even more important is to educate them about the methods
that the state has created to guarantee an increased permeability between the schools. Only

like that, schools can cover alternative development paths.

This brings us full circle to the debate on academisation. If the drop-out rates at
universities and the declining quality of education are criticized, the counter-question arises
as to why this has to be synonymous with more students? Dropout rates also exist in
apprenticeships, and it is the task of the education providers to prevent a decline in the
quality of education. Rather, as with the primary school recommendation, counselling offers
should be promoted, and the opportunity grasped to obtain interested and motivated

students who would have fallen through the cracks in the old ways.
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Chunking Practice

ROBFFICHETI2READOM-FY (BFEIERERT) £, AXAhLGEEHLELLS.

ASARRRZERLGNGEREEZE L. BTARAHLRTICELETIHEEFORBEESEVEL &5,

1. BBEWISERSNT (5)

2 CZ20FTIRIZMBEEL (8)
3 L-YRIZAS (3)

4, CCTIXHIELELY (6)
5

6

ANEIZBIFT2&ODOPER (7)
ERBFOEE (6)
7. 6 TCHESIEBRHE (8)

8. | BXIEI<®EAS (4)

FA Y DRFIZAFET 5 £NFA
Eh3 (6)

10. | REEShZLY (4)

Gymnasium ZESANEAEAEZ
% (8)

12. | £4EDFEIE, ABFE. 4K (6)
13. | REXYILBEEMIZRETWLS (5)

14. | MRADIZEWVHEBZET (3)
FUYBWLWLRILDBEEZLEET D
(6)

16. | RWREFZET D (4)
FREOHBAZEZICLEEC L
(6)

18. | RBNGERZRMET D (4)

BRING ZIENELTLESITHA
19. -
5 (6)

11.

15.

17.
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Vocabulary Practice

EBRICHTRHFELIBZETOERRMIOBATEEFLLS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMLRTICHATHHEEEZEZAFL LS.

compulsory vocational aptitude objective

prejudice sole apprentice synonymous

providing knowledge and skills that
prepare someone for a particular job
based on real facts and not influenced by
personal beliefs or feelings

an unfair and unreasonable opinion or
3. | feeling, especially because of lack of
thought or knowledge

mandatory; something you must do it
because of a rule or law

someone who works for a skilled person
5. | for a particular period of time, in order to
learn that person’s skills

6. | having the same meaning
7. | anatural ability or skill
8. | being one only; single

Commenting Practice
TOERIZDOWT, FTOKSICT1~5TREUEL &S,
1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A TARRERGHRS1DFDIOEREZEHL. B SARAMILRTICENICHLTESDEREZDE

MZERREL LS,

1 Young children can make a right decision for their 1 2345
future.

2 Elementary school te.achers can make a better 1 2345
choices for their pupils.

3 Pare.nts should involve into children’s decision 1 2345
making.

4 People should be able change their educational 1 2345
path freely.

5. More people should get higher education today. 12345
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Shopping
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Shopping

YavEVTEHEETRE, BRERICEVWTEELRERZR-L. BFETTA
(XAEPHEERICLFLEZREFELTVET, HEEREF, BOY—EXZHERF
LEET D EN., FROPHEMHMMZBILODERZLGERTHHEFAD L
TY., BLWIZTHEVSTAIL, BALHEERITEEZEZSOXIERREG S
TWEY,

HEXZERE, LEALEEXAEZERFLEELTEY., TO TR, BRPY—ERZ
BT D ENTEEDNDTELGEMEL>TVET, COXILGBETIX, LEPY
— 7 T42T0, LELITEEEOREOLRELZRMELT. BREBATLHLIIC
RETHLTEELGREAZRLES, HIZAE, BEFXF VYU R—2 TR, BEHD
HEAEECAA—VZEZRAVTYAREEHL, RRICLEQGLUEDERZBAT S
ORI ZEAHBYFT,

HAHRITEITEVIvEVITCHEIRORINEMRT 2BRLER. ToHR
DXEPMIERICOVWTEELGMRER/ICENTEEY, HEXTERFETEMLGE
RTIMN, TOENACEZEEIXER, BEFN, BEMLERICEK>THLTY,
BREEER. ARZBEL T, HEXFENEDKLSITELRDIHRZEZHRL. ARDT A
ToTAT4,. A2BRFR, MERICEDLSBREEZSASINEZEBEIHENT
TFEY,
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US: Shopping

CDAZY FTREIZETDPEVVIXLZEEHNLGE RN BN LET . HER.
RXTIEEHFMICETRALVHY FEADN, RKEMBENERELTVET . BEEM
BYELEDT, 705K D LI DBEAEET, REBITES TWHERIZAE ST
WEY,

WOAESIHIFRIICL T, RELBXRLHEFEHRICGOTWEY, 2780
ENTOO0OFZHIEMANDHEXLDERNESE>TWWELE, CESHHAE
TIX DEEE] EVWSBERENEEL &AM 2ETLED, EVWS2ET,
SEHOXEIFHEEHRICETAEWMVMIICBRELTWASZ L ZFHEET HILEN
HYFET,

ZLTHEBEHRICBWLTH, BRELBITHEBTEMNEIELTWLEET, HE
FEoFALHNIEL, EXROLELHYET, COZEHRIDP T, IREELTDS
BV ERRDOFRZREILT SHEBAECSI2RYAEVZLTVET, TOEHER
MOFRATLNC &, HENBIDRYBWTEHE>TLED., EDHITXEAEILLT
WO TWLWBDA, BRI DHERNTLE S,
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US: Changing Consumer Culture in the US Listening Text

Shopping is an important part of US culture. Shopping is often a social activity,
entertainment, and a way of creating your identity. A lot has changed over the past 40 years

in how, where, and why Americans shop.

In the 1970s and '80s, small stores called "boutiques” were popular. However, in the
1990s, large companies started building “big box stores.” These stores sold one type of
product, like electronics or sporting goods. They had low prices, and drove many small

shops out of business. Now, online shopping is hurting the big box stores.

Online shopping is not very new. Shopping by mail has a long history. The Sears
Catalog, which sold everything by mail, was very popular. Online shopping started in the
1990s, and has grown since. 2022 was the first year when consumers spent more than

$1,000,000,000 online.

One type of store that s still popular is the large discount retailer. They are like super-
sized big box stores. Instead of selling one category of product, they sell everything. They
focus on selling lots of cheap things. They get customers to buy everything they need all in
one place. You can buy things for your car, baby clothes, computers, and toys all in the same
store. They even sell food. It is hard for small businesses to compete. When small stores

close, more and more people must shop at these discount stores.

Convenience and saving money are constant themes in US shopping. In a “car
culture” like the USA, people often buy 1-2 weeks of food at once. Americans also buy “value
packs,” buying large-sized items. If you have storage room, you can usually get a cheaper
price by buying lots at the same time. This combines convenience and savings. Additionally,
Americans use credit cards and debit cards a lot. It more convenient and safer than walking

around with lots of money.

On the other hand, the pursuit of value and convenience has some problems. First,
many people spend too much money with credit cards. In fact, scientists say that people
spend less money when seeing dollar bills leave their hand than when using a credit card.
Also, the US economy is relies on cheap products from other countries. American
companies often cannot compete with foreign companies who pay workers very little. That
means that a lot of American dollars go to other countries. Often, the money goes to
companies which do not pay their workers well or keep them safe. Finally, the rise of online
shopping has also increased the amount of cardboard and other packaging waste. Simply,

convenience always comes with a cost.
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US: Changing Consumer Culture in the US

Shopping has been an important part of culture in the US for a very long time,
especially for young people. In a consumer society, shopping is often a social activity, a form
of entertainment, and a method of creating one’s identity. A lot has changed over the past
40 years in how, where, and why Americans shop, and there may be some interesting

differences from Japan.

There are some interesting historical shopping trends. In the 1970s and '80s, small
specialty stores called "boutiques” were popular. However, in the 1990s, large corporations
started building “big box stores.” These were giant stores selling one type of product, like
electronics or sporting goods. These stores had lower prices and more inventory than the
boutiques, and drove many out of business. Now, online shopping has begun to put many
big box stores out of business. Online shopping is not a very new concept. Shopping by
mail has a long history. In fact, flipping through the huge Sears Catalog, which seemed to
sell everything, used to be a national pastime, especially before Christmas.’ Online
shopping first began in the mid-1990s, and has grown exponentially since: according to the
National Retailer's Federation, 2022 will be the first year when consumers spend more than
$1,000,000,000 online.? This means that fewer and fewer people shop as a public, social
activity. In fact, so many giant shopping malls have been left empty that some adventurous
photographers have started exploring the creepy, empty spaces.?® One type of physical
store seems like itis here to stay: large discount retailers. Several such chains exist in the US,
and they are like super-powered big box stores. Instead of specializing in a single category
of goods, they sell everything. They focus on selling a high volume of cheap goods, and do
so by getting customers to buy everything they need all in one place. You can buy car
accessories, baby clothes, hardware, electronics, and toys all in the same store. They even
sell food. They make it very difficult for small businesses to compete, and so many people
dislike using them. At the same time, however, less competition means that more and more

people are shopping at these discount stores.

The history of shopping in the US seems to continually pursue convenience and cost-
effectiveness. For example, instead of traveling to four different boutique electronics stores
to compare products, with big box stores you could compare all of the electronics in one

place. Now, with discount retailers, you can buy electronics in the same store as gardening

1 For an example, see: The Internet Archive,Sears 1970, https://archive.org/details/1970-sears-christmas-wish-book_202208.

2 U.S. consumers to spend record $1 trillion online in 2022 — report, https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-consumers-spend-record-1-
trillion-online-2022-report-2022-03-15/, 16.03.2023.

3 Cattley, Alice, In pictures: America's eeriest abandoned shopping malls, https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/in-pictures-america-s-
eeriest-abandoned-shopping-malls/ss-AA113uzb, 25.08.2022.
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equipment, school supplies, and groceries. Otherwise, you might just buy everything from
an online discount retailer and save yourself the trip. Convenience and savings are a
through-line of the history of US consumerism. Of course, this is an over-generalization, but
in a “car culture” like the US, it is often easier to shop for 1-2 weeks worth of food or other
items than to go out every other day. Americans also tend to buy “value packs"—that means
buying in bulk. If you have room to store extra dry goods—items that won't go bad—you can
usually geta cheaper price by buying lots at the same time. This combines convenience and
savings. Additionally, Americans use credit cards and debit cards for almost all purchases.
It more convenient and safer than walking around with lots of cash, and many credit cards
offer rewards like a percentage of “cash back” or airline miles. If you plan well, a credit card

can actually provide a lot of value.

On the other hand, the pursuit of value and convenience has a darker side. First of
all, many people overspend with credit cards and end up in debt. In fact, there is
psychological evidence that people feel more “pain of paying” when they see dollar bills
leaving their wallet than when invisibly transferring money from a plastic credit card.*This
makes it much easier to spend money you shouldn't. Also, the US economy is heavily reliant
on importing cheap goods from other countries. American companies often cannot
compete with low-wage foreign competition. That means that discount retailers send a lot
of American dollars overseas, often to companies which do not pay their workers a decent
wage or provide for their safety. Finally, the rise of online shopping has also dramatically
increased the amount of cardboard and other packaging waste. In a word, convenience

always comes with a cost.

4 Dholakia, Utpal , Does It Matter Whether You Pay With Cash Or A Credit Card?, https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-science-
behind-behavior/201607/does-it-matter-whether-you-pay-cash-or-credit-card, 11.07.2016.
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Chunking Practice

ROBXRFBICHLTIREOM-FY (BFEIBERERT) £, AXhSREHLEFLLS.
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Vocabulary Practice

EBRICHTRHFELIBZETOERRMIOBATEEFLLS,
AZARRERGALERZE L. BEARKMMIRTICRAT HIRELEEAFL LS,

boutique retailer convenience cost-effectiveness

save pursuit transfer wage

1. | the action of trying to get something

the quality of being useful, easy, or

suitable
3 a person or business that sells goods to
" | the public
4 a small business that sells a particular

product or service

5. | to avoid using or spending

6. | good value forthe amount of money paid

7 to move from one place or place to
" | another

8 a fixed regular payment earned for work
"~ | orservice

Commenting Practice
TOERIZDOWT, FTOKSIZT1~5TREUEL &S,
1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A SAHRIRERLGAL 1DFDOEREEHL. B TARMIRTICENICH L TASTDEREZDE
MZER~FEL &S,

1. | Ilike shopping in the physical shops. 12345
2. | | preferto pay cash. 12345
3. | I'keep arecord the money of | spend. 12345
4. | Ithink the minimum wage is reasonable. 12345
5. | College students should work part time 12345
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Germany: Shopping
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Germany: Stinginess is Cool Listening Text

"Stinginess is cool" was a popular slogan on German TV screens at the start of the
2000s. It was created as an ad campaign for the electronics store Saturn and really sums up

how German shopping has changed.

One of the earliest examples of this change can be seen with Aldi, a discount grocer.
It started as a small corner store in Essen in 1913. But things changed when the Albrecht
brothers took over. They started offering basic supplies at low prices, with a small selection

and fewer staff. People loved the cheap prices, and Aldi grew fast.

While other stores focused on being friendly and helpful, the discount model took
off in Germany. Discounters offered fewer products, kept things simple, and sold items
straight from shipping boxes. Cashiers had to be quick, and if they weren't needed at the
register, they had to help out in the store. This efficiency meant lower prices for customers,

especially appealing to those with less money.

With the Euro introduced in 2002, prices rose, and the "Stinginess is cool" mentality
got even stronger. People saw saving money as a fun challenge, not just a necessity.

Bargains and low prices became normal, and saving money became a national hobby.

People went to great lengths for discounts. Price wars led to lower prices in Germany
compared to other countries. Customers paid as little as 49 cents for a liter of milk. But this

hurt traditional retailers, and many stores closed as people shifted to shopping online.

The rise of the internet changed everything. Why go to stores when you can get
things cheaper online? Even big stores like Saturn and Media Markt suffered. People would
check out items in person, then buy them online to save a few euros. This meant less
business for city center stores, and many closed down. Downtown areas suffered, affecting

tourism and restaurants.

In the 2010s, cities had to come up with new plans for downtown areas. They had to
show people the downsides of being too stingy and try to save the local economy. But with
the pandemic, many plans were put on hold, and we'll have to wait to see how things turn

out.
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Germany: Stinginess is Cool

"Geiz ist geil" ("Stinginess is cool") sounded thousands of times from Germany's TV
sets at the beginning of the millennium. Developed as a simple advertising campaign for
the electronics discounter Saturn, no slogan better describes the development of German

shopping culture than this one.

One of the earliest origins can be found in the discount grocer Aldi, which has its
origins in a small grocery store in Essen and today split into two globally operating
companies, separated by region. Founded in 1913 as corner store, i.e. a store with a service
counter and loose goods. This represents the typical German supermarket concept before
the second world war. Its significance changed when the brothers Karl and Theo Albrecht
took over the business. In the context of food shortages in the post-war period, they
developed a concept of stores with basic supplies at low prices. Small selection and
reduced number of employees allowed cheap prices for customers, who were only too

happy to accept this and allowed rapid expansion.

While other stores emphasized customer friendliness and service, the discounter
principle developed at breakneck speed in Germany. Discounter means in this case the
renouncement of a broad assortment as well as easily perishable goods. The stores were
kept very simple, and the goods are offered directly from the shipping cartons. Cashiers
had to have prices in their heads and be able to enter them quickly into the register to
reduce waiting time. If the cash register was not needed, the employee had to take care of
the store. Idle time is not appreciated in this concept. “Time is money”, a fact which you can
see in a race which developed between cashiers entering merchandise and the customer
bagging the scanned items to make room. The price advantages were passed on to the
customer and this concept was particularly popular with the poorer sections of the
population, so that many stores adopted these ideas and principles or adapted them to

their concept.

But let's finally get to the " Stinginess is cool " mentality. As described, stores like Aldi
laid the breeding ground for discounters and accustomed the German population to this
concept. With the introduction of the Euro in 2002 came the accompanying perceived and
real inflation and Saturn's new slogan, and it would fundamentally change business. Who
needs service and contact with people when you can get something cheaper? The decade
of bargains, permanent low prices and exclusive offers began. Saving was not only a survival
strategy for the poorer parts of the population, but all of Germany began to see "stinginess"
as a popular sport.
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People went to great lengths for a few euros discount. Price comparisons led to an
incomparable price war, which can be seen from the fact that Germany paid far less for
groceries than other European countries for a long time. The resulting price war was good
for customers, who paid for example as little as 49 cents (60 yen) for a liter of milk. Chains
flooded the city centers and the established retail trade could no longer hold on. One city
center began to resemble another; the flair was lost. What no one expected at the time was

the blossoming of the Internet.

The Internet changed many things. Why go to stores when everything is cheaper on
the Internet? Saturn and Media Markt, two of the biggest proponents of the “cheap at all
costs principle”, were also its first victims. The customers moved on. Looking at the desired
object once in person is one thing, but afterwards you can still save a few euros online.
Suddenly, discounters in the city centers had to cut back and many stores closed. Outside
of larger city shopping centers, many downtowns slowly died and even the larger shopping
centers are not doing well. Now you might ask where is the problem in this development?
The death of downtowns is taking a toll on tourist numbers, restaurant business, and many
other areas. Accordingly, in the 2010s, the cities were forced to develop new concepts for
the city centers, to explain the disadvantages of stinginess mentality to the population and
to save the economy in the cities. No one can say today whether this would have succeeded,

because Corona stopped many plans and only in a few years will the development be seen.
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Chunking Practice

ROBFFICHETI2READOM-FY (BFEIERERT) £, AXAhLGEEHLELLS.

ASARRRZERLGNGEREEZE L. BTARAHLRTICELETIHEEFORBEESEVEL &5,
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45



Vocabulary Practice

EBRICHTRHFELIBZETOERRMIOBATEEFLLS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMLRTICHATHHEEEZEZAFL LS.

stinginess expansion renouncement merchandise
accustomed resemble proponent principle
1. giving up something formally
5 the increase of something in size,
' number, or importance
3 a person who speaks publicly in support
' of a particular idea or plan of action
4. unwillingness to spend money
a basic idea or rule that explains or
5. controls how something happens or
works
6. goods that are bought and sold
7 to look like or be like someone or
' something
8. familiar with something

Commenting Practice

TOERIZDOWT, FTOKSIZT1~5TREUEL &S,

1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A SAHIRZERGEAS1DTFOERFZEHRL. B SARALRTICERICSHLTESDEREZFDE
BAEBRREL LD,

1. | Ilike shopping in the discount shops. 12345
2. | Ilike shopping in the second-hand shops. 12345
3. | loften use online shopping. 12345
4. | Ilike shopping in the small local shops. 12345
5. | Abigshopping mall should be in the city center. 12345
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Unit 4:

Transportation
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Transportation Introduction
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US: Transportation
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US: Trains, Planes, and Automobiles Listening Text

America is often called a car society. 76% of Americans went to work by car in 2021.
Going out for a drive on the weekend with no goal in mind used to be popular, too.
Americans also like “road trips,” driving across whole country with family or friends. These
can be planned, or they can be free. Traveling by car gives the freedom to your schedule

easily. Still, cars are not the only way people travel.

Trains have been important in many countries around the world. After coming to the
US in the early 1800s, they became the main way to transport things between cities. Trains
continue transporting everything today. Of course, trains also carry people. Historically,
trains had a very special image. The Oriental Express was a famous fancy train. In 1867,
George M. Pullman tried to copy it in the US. He made the famous “pullman cars,” which
were like hotels and had electric lights and beds. Although pullman cars ended in 1969

because of car culture, they are still an important part of US transportation history.

When people think about travel today, they probably think of airplanes. They are
expensive and uncomfortable. Still, considering time, money, and bags, airplanes are often
the best way to travel far. This is important, because the United States is a big country. Your

destination might be more than 10 or 20 hours away by car.

The airline industry has changed recently because of security concerns. Getting on
an airplane used to be very easy. After the attacks on September 11, 2001, airports started
using machines to check bags and people for weapons. Soon after 9/11, the “shoe bomber”
hid weapons in his shoes. As a result, you now have to take off your shoes before going on
an airplane. The government also started putting police on flights. This has scared some
people and annoyed lots of others. Actually, a 2015 report found that airport security missed
95% of the weapons and explosives during tests. On the other hand, 3,200 guns were taken

by airport security in 2020, so maybe it is working.

Of course, Americans walk and ride bicycles, too. This saves money and is good
exercise. Public transportation is also important. People go to work every day on buses,
subways, and light rail. Buses are a cheap option in every city. Chicago has the “L,” a train
raised above the city streets. Other cities have modern rail systems that are cheap, fast, and

reliable.
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US: Trains, Planes, and Automobiles

America is often said to be an automobile society: Americans drive for both work
and pleasure. A whopping 76% of Americans in 2021 commuted to work by car—down
almost ten points from 2019, before the Coronavirus pandemic.” On the other hand, the
practice of a “Sunday drive"—going out for a leisurely drive on the weekend with no
particular destination in mind—used to be so popular that there is a Wikipedia entry about
it. Another popular diversion is the “road trip,” taken across multiple states or the whole
country, either with family or friends. These can take a lot of planning, but many people just
like to "wing it” and figure out the details on the way. Traveling by car offers the freedom to
change one’s destination and schedule on a whim. That said, cars are far from the only way

people move around the country.

Trains have been important for modernization in many countries around the world.
Within 50 years of their introduction to the US in the early 1800s, they replaced rivers and
canals—artificial rivers—as the main method of transporting goods between cities.? Trains
continue transporting everything from consumer goods to oil today. Of course, trains also
carry people. While Americans today often think of lumbering freight cars or the cheap and
spartan, quasi-publicly owned Amtrak, historically, trains had a very different image. The
Oriental Express is famous for its luxurious amenities; in 1867, George M. Pullman
attempted to replicate the experience stateside. He did so by designing his famous pullman
cars, which were like five-star hotels on wheels, including electric lights and sleeping
accommodations. Although his company had to discontinue the pullman carin 1969 due to
the rise of the automobile, the mark it left on American history and travel culture cannot be

ignored.?

When people think about long-distance travel today, they are more likely to picture
an airplane than a train. Airplanes can be expensive, and flying economy class is usually not
very comfortable, especially for people with long legs. Still, considering time, money, and
luggage, itis often the most realistic way to travel long distances. This is important, because
the United States is a huge country, and one’s destination—be it a business meeting, family

gathering, or vacation destination—could very well be more than 10 or 20 hours away by car.

The airline industry has changed dramatically over the past few decades due to

security concerns. While getting on an airplane used to be (almost) as easy as walking

1 Richter, Felix, Cars Still Dominate the American Commute, https://www.statista.com/chart/18208/means-of-transportation-used-by-us-
commuters/, 12.05.2022.

2 Britannica, canals and inland waterways, https://www.britannica.com/technology/canal-waterway/United-States, last checked 10.03.2023.
3 NPS, The Pullman Car Shops , https://www.nps.gov/pull/learn/historyculture/the-pullman-car-shops.htm, last checked 10.03.2023.
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through a metal detector, security measures grew after the terrorist attacks on the World
Trade Center on September 11, 2001. For example, airports started using sophisticated
machines to check luggage and deploying millimeter wave advanced imaging technology
to check inside of passengers’ clothing. Soon after 9/11, the infamous “shoe bomber” tried
to blow up an airplane with explosives hidden in his shoes. As a result, airline passengers
must now remove their shoes for scanning before passing through security. The Federal Air
Marshall Service also began sending armed security guards on flights. These developments
have alarmed privacy and civil rights advocates and annoyed countless passengers, causing
some to ask if itis all worth it.* A damaging report in 2015 found that airport security missed
95% of the weapons and explosives carried by undercover inspectors, suggesting that all of
the inconveniences are mere “security theater’—systems to make people feel safer,
regardless of their actual effectiveness. On the other hand, defenders point to statistics like

the 3,200 guns seized by airport security in 2020 to prove that it is working.®

Of course, Americans use many other modes of transportation as well. When the
weather is fair, many people will opt to walk or ride a bicycle. This saves money and is a
good source of exercise. For those who live too far from work or school but do not drive,
public transportation is essential. People commute every day on buses, subways, and light
rail. Buses are present in every city and offer cheap and flexible transportation. The Chicago
“L" (from the "el” in “elevated”) is a train system that travels in a “loop” around the main city.
Instead of being underground like the New York subway system, the L is raised above the
city streets. Some cities, like Seattle, Washington, have state-of-the-art light rail systems that

are cheap, fast, and reliable.

4 ACLU AIRPORT SECURITY:INCREASED SAFETY NEED NOT COME AT THE EXPENSE OF CIVIL LIBERTIES, https://www.aclu.org/other/airport-
securityincreased-safety-need-not-come-expense-civil-liberties, last checked 10.03.2023.

3 Koenig, David, How 9/11 changed air travel: more security, less privacy, https://apnews.com/article/how-sept-11-changed-flying-
1ce4dc4282fb47a34c0b61ae09a024f4, 06.09.2021.
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Vocabulary Practice

EBRICHTRHFELIBZETOERRMIOBATEEFLLS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMLRTICHATHHEEEZEZAFL LS.

stateside accommodation | sophisticated deploy
advocate inconvenience fair reliable
1. 1. able to trust or believed
5 2. someone who encourage others to
' support an idea
3. 3. a place where travelers can stay

4. 4.in the US

5. 5. sunny and not raining

6. 6. trouble or problem

7. knowledgeable and well-educated
about the world, culture, etc.

8. 8. to put something into use

Commenting Practice
TOERIZDOWT, FTOKSIC1~5TREUEL &S,
1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A TARRERGHES1DFDIOEREZEHL. B SARAMLRTICENICHLTESDEREZDE

MZERREL LD,

1. | Ilike to ride a bicycle. 12345
2. | Ilike to travel by train. 12345
3. | We should use electric cars instead of gasoline cars. 12345

We should have stronger security measures for

Shinkansen trains. 12345

Hirosaki city has convenient public transportation

12345
system.
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Germany: Transportation
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Germany: Transportation in the country of cars Listening Text

Germany is known for its sausage, beer, and cars, but it's not just the famous car
brands like BMW, Porsche, Volkswagen, and Mercedes that stand out. The autobahn, a
highway system, is respected worldwide. Here, you can drive as fast as you want in sections
with no speed limit. However, there's a guideline speed of 130 km/h on all motorways,
which serves as a recommendation, not a rule. About 20,000 km of the motorway in

Germany have no speed limit, making up about 70 percent of the whole network.

But do Germans only drive cars? No, they also have a well-developed train network.
Fast trains like the ICE (Intercity Express) and IC (Inter City) travel quickly between distant
places, while regional trains stop at smaller towns. However, there are sometimes delays. A
train is considered on time if it arrives no more than six minutes late for passengers or 16
minutes late for freight. This might not be acceptable in Japan, but it's how things are in

Germany.

Despite some issues, many countries envy Germany's railway network. Students
often travel cheaply, and a recent trial of a 9-euro train ticket showed that people are willing

to use trains if the prices are good and there's a nearby station.

Another important means of transport for Germans is the bicycle. While Germany
isn't as bike-friendly as neighboring countries like Holland and Denmark, more people are
switching to cycling. Cycling is faster, healthier, and cheaper than driving. The history of the
bicycle in Germany dates back to 1817 when Karl Drais introduced his running machine in
Mannheim. Today, there are around 90 million bicycles in Germany, with 5 million added in
2020 alone, 40% of which are e-bikes. The Covid-19 pandemic also encouraged more

people to cycle to avoid public transport.

However, cycling in Germany isn't always straightforward. There are rules about
using cycle paths, but it can be complicated. Roads are managed by different regions, so
each has its own designations for cycle paths. Some argue about whether cyclists should
use footpaths or roads when there's no cycle path. There are also debates about wearing
helmets, although they're not compulsory for adults in Germany. To improve cycling, the
government plans to invest around 1.5 billion euros by 2023 to double cycling in the country.

Until then, cycling remains a healthy and enjoyable way to get around in Germany.
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Germany: Transportation in the country of cars

Germany: land of sausage, beer and of course cars. But itis not only the German car
brands like BMW, Porsche, Volkswagen and Mercedes that are famous. The autobahn is a
term used with respect all over the world. Here you can drive as fast as you like - at least in
sections where no speed limit is imposed. On all motorways in Germany, the so-called
guideline speed of 130 km/h applies. It serves as a recommendation, but not as an
obligation, which is why exceeding the guideline speed is not punished. There is no speed
limit on approximately 20,000 km of motorway in Germany. That makes up about 70 percent

of the entire motorway network.

So, do Germans only drive cars? No, a highly developed train network makes
travelling from point A to point B comfortable. Fast trains, like the ICE - Intercity Express and
IC -Inter City, travel quickly between far-flung places; and regional trains also stop at smaller
towns. Of course, not all that glitters is gold. “A stop is considered punctual if the scheduled
arrival time is exceeded by less than six minutes in passenger traffic or by less than 16
minutes in freight traffic.” ' Such statements would probably not be possible in Japan
without risking an uprising among users. But the difference in punctuality is easily explained.
Even ifithad cost more in the beginning, the Shinkansen in Japan was built on its own tracks
from the start, whereas in Germany the supposedly more efficient option of integrating
high-speed rail into an existing network was often chosen. If a train is delayed, this causes a
series of other delays, and repairs are also more difficult to carry out. But this is complaining
at a high level. Many countries would be happy with the German railway network. Students
can often travel cheaply, and a recent trial of a 9-euro train ticket showed that many people
are willing to switch from driving a car to the train if the prices are good and you have a

station close by

However, one of the most important means of transport for Germans has still not
been mentioned here. The bicycle. Yes, compared to neighboring countries like Holland
and Denmark, Germany is not yet a real cycling country, but more and more people are
switching to cycling. After all, cycling is not only faster, but also healthier and cheaper than
driving. The history of the bicycle began early in Germany. In 1817, Karl Drais presented his
running machine (later known as the draisine) in Mannheim. On this running wheel, speeds
of about 15 km per hour could be reached and compared to previous running wheels, this
draisine allowed steering. In the 1850s, the draisine was further developed with crank drives

in Germany, America, and France, before the first prototypes of today's bicycle were seen

1 Unsere Ziele, https://ir.deutschebahn.com/de/db-konzern/nachhaltigkeit/unsere-ziele, last check 14.09.2022.
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in the 1880s. Today there are around 90 million in Germany. In 2020 alone, 5 million bikes
were added, 40% of them e-bikes.? No wonder, since Covid-19 made normal travel

impossible and the risk of contagion on a bike was far lower than on public transport.

But as always in Germany, nothing is as simple as it could be. There must be order,
especially in Germany with its Prussian virtues. A classic example is the compulsory use of
cycle paths. Put simply, if there is a cycle path, it must be used by cyclists of a certain age.
However, it would be too simple to call it a cycle lane. There are cycle streets, approved
footpaths, cycle lanes, cycle fast lanes and hard shoulders (American English: breakdown
lane), just to name a few. Roads are a matter for the federal states and accordingly each
region has its own designations. If there is no cycle lane, the road should be used. Should?
Yes, should, because no cyclist should be forced to put themselves in danger by following
this rule, and accordingly it is a matter of interpretation whether you are rightfully riding on
the footpath or not. There are similar discussions about bicycle helmets. While in some
European countries helmets are compulsory for children or even adults, this is not yet the
case in Germany. Officially, however, the rumor exists and persists. To solve these problems,
the government has decided to promote cycling even more. With the "Cycling Plan 3.0",3
around 1.5 billion euros are to be used to expand the infrastructure by 2023. The goal is to
double cycling in the country. But even until then, it is important to use the bicycle. It is
healthy, and in a country where cities were developed around the mobility pillars of public

transport, walking and cycling, the latter is simply fun and practical.

2 71v: deutscher Fahrrad-Verkauf 2020 knackt 5-Millionen-Marke, https://radmarkt.de/ziv-deutscher-fahrrad-verkauf-2020-knackt-5-
millionen-marke. 11.03.2021.

3 BMVD, https://www.bmvi.de/SharedDocs/DE/Artikel/StV/Radverkehr/nationaler-radverkehrsplan-3-0.html, last check 14.09.2022.
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Chunking Practice

ROBFRBICHYETIREADM-FY (BFEIBERERT) £, AXALEEHLELELS.

ASARRRZRLGNLEREEZE L. BTARALRTICELETHIEEBORBEEEVEL &S,

BEHOZEL > THEHOIWHRE
(5)

2. EEFIEDZL (5)
3. HETHY . EFETIEEL (9)
4. 28 km OEFEERIC (4)

5. A~B Hhm~DE (7)

6. ECHLDONETETIELGL (6)
7. FREAY ERGEhd (3)

8. FAEOKRE (4)

9. FYMERHERDONDTEE (3)
10. | BLFR#E (5)

11. SHITHEESNT (3)

12. | BEOBHGEEDRE (6)

13. | BEOYRY (4)

14. | AIELBHEICEIITIEL (8)
15. | EEmWEH (3)

16. BANEZYDGEL (5)

BIXFEL. BHEHIHEZLGN
(5)

17.
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Vocabulary Practice

EBRICHTRHFELIBZETOERRMIOBATEEFLLS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMLRTICHATHHEEEZEZAFL LS.

apply punish far-flung punctuality
switch compulsory rightfully expand

1 used to refer to places that are great
" | distance away

5 the act of arriving, doing something
" | correcttime ant not late

3. | inamorally or legally correct way

4 |t exchange by replacing one thing
" | with another

5 to make use of something for a
" | particular purpose

6 so cause someone who has done
" | something wrong to suffer

7 to increase in size, number, or
" | importance

8 of something that must be done;
" | necessary by law or a rule

Commenting Practice
TOERICDOWT, FOL3IC1~5TREUELLS,
1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A ZARKRERLGAL1 DT DOEREEHL. B SARMAMIRTICENICH L TESDEREZDE
MZER~EL &S,

1. | Japanis a cyclist friendly country. 12345
2. | Hirosaki has sufficient facility for cyclists. 12345
3. | Japanese high way is too expensive. 12345
4. | | prefer driving a car to riding a bicycle. 12345
5. | Japanese train system is very punctual. 12345
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Unit 5:
Safety/Security



Safety/Security Introduction

BFELLT, ETEFRICE, X2 - ZLEREBEIANETIT, HFLLEICEDT
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CENEETYT, REID—ASSIBEICEEZIC, BROBVGAIEEITSH, TRt
BEVERICRZESBTETY,

MEOZECHILICET IR EZEMRIT S LE, BHOELEIREEZ L YIRS
HBIHLIZDDEAYET, BHMOREELECHREFZER IS LT, HHDOX
EICHEZRL., BHOALEFIYBWEAREECZLENTEET,
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US: Safety/Security
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US: Safety and Security in the United States Listening Text

It is difficult to talk about safety and security in the United States. They are related to
the population and economy, both of which vary across the country. Furthermore, when
talking about safety and security, it is easy to become scared of crime everywhere. If you
focus on it too much, you may feel like nowhere is safe. Therefore, while | will talk about two
scary topics, they are not a part of every life everywhere in the US. On the other hand,

opioids and mass shootings have taken many lives and caused great harm.

Peoples’ opinions of drugs have been changing. For a long time most drugs were
both illegal and considered bad or evil. Recently, more and more people agree with drugs
for medicine and for fun. In 1996, California made medical marijuana legal. In 2012,
Colorado and Washington were the first states to make marijuana legal for fun. More states

soon followed. Many Americans now see marijuana the same as alcohol.

Marijuana is not the only legal drug that has spread. Opioids have been spreading,
too. Opioids are a group of drugs including morphine. Morphine has been used as
medicine for pain for more than 100 years. In the 1990s, doctors began giving patients lots
of oxycodone (an opioid pill). This led to opioid addiction and overdose deaths. Deaths
from opioid overdoses in 2019 were more than four times the deaths twenty years earlier.
In 2020 they increased another 30%. Much of this happens after patients run out of medicine
and they start taking illegal drugs.

Another major safety problem in the US is guns. Gun culture is a big part of the US.
Without guns, the first Americans would not have been able to fight to free their country.
The rightto own weaponsis in the constitution. Gun laws are very differentin different states.
Some allow “open carry.” This means that guns may be carried openly in public. “Concealed
carry” means that they must be hidden under clothing. Unfortunately, there is little stopping

someone from buying a weapon in one state and bringing it into another.

About 40% of US families own a gun, and there are more guns than people in the
country. One effect of having so many guns is that crime is more deadly. Mass shootings
have become more common over the past twenty years. These include shootings at
elementary schools. Children in the US now practice “active shooter drills,” and some have
bulletproof backpacks. Half of the population thinks that the solution is a stronger gun

culture, so it seems that there will be no national agreement anytime soon.
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US: Safety and Security in the United States

It is difficult to characterize the state of security in the United States in a simple way.
Safety and security are related to population density and economic stability, both of which
vary widely across different regions. Furthermore, when discussing safety and security, it is
easy to succumb to paranoia about crime; in other words, if one focuses on it too much, it
may seem like there is danger around every corner. Therefore, while this essay introduces
two potentially scary topics, they should not distort the overall image of everyday life in the
US. However, it cannot be denied that these two issues—opioids and mass shootings—have

claimed countless lives and caused irreparable harm.

There has been an ongoing cultural shift when it comes to drugs. While for many
years all manner of drugs (besides nicotine and alcohol) have been not only illegal, but also
highly stigmatized in the US, a growing portion of the population now approves of medical
and recreational drug use. In 1996, California became the first state to legalize medical
marijuana, and in 2009 the Obama administration formally requested the federal
government to not prosecute medical marijuana drug dispensaries (even though marijuana
was still against federal law). In 2012, Colorado and Washington became the first states to
legalize recreational marijuana, and more and more states have followed suit. Many

Americans now view marijuana as little different from alcohol.

Marijuana is not the only legal drug that has spread in recent years. Over the past 20
years there has been an explosion in opioid use and related overdoses. Opioids are a family
of drugs which include opium, morphine, and heroin. Morphine has been widely used as
pain medication for over a century, and beginning in the 1990s, doctors began prescribing
vast amounts of oxycodone (a pill-form opioid) to patients for managing serious pain. This
led to an increase in opioid addiction and multiple waves of overdose deaths: what the
Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has dubbed the ongoing Opioid
Overdose Epidemic. Death rates from opioid overdoses in 2019 were more than four times
those of twenty years earlier, and in 2020 they increased another 30%." Many of these
deaths occur after patients’ prescriptions run out and they turn to heroin or other illegal
opioids to feed their addiction. This is a human-made crisis, with money at its core: both

drug manufacturers and many doctors have profited wildly from it.

Another major safety issue in the US is guns. Gun culture is deeply embedded in the
country, with proponents pointing to the Revolutionary War (1776-1783) to argue for its

importance. Without guns in the hands of American farmers, they say, Americans would not

1 CDC, Understanding the Opioid Overdose Epidemic, https://www.cdc.gov/opioids/basics/epidemic.html, last checked 10.03.2023.
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have been able to fight against the British colonial army and create an independent nation.
The right to "bear arms” (own weapons) is therefore enshrined in the constitution. Gun laws
vary widely from state to state, regulating everything from mandatory waiting periods for
purchasing firearms, criminal history and background checks, what kinds of guns may be
sold, and open and concealed carry. “Open carry” means that guns may be carried openly
in public; “concealed carry” means that they must be hidden under one’s clothing. In
general, rural states have laxer gun laws than states with larger cities, but there is nothing
stopping a dangerous person from buying a weapon in one state and bringing it into

another one.

About 40% of US households own a gun, and there are more guns than people in
the country. One of the consequences of a society with such an excess of guns is increasingly
deadly violent crime. While there is no standard definition for “mass shooting,” shootings in
which four or more people perish have grown in frequency over the past twenty years.?
These include school shootings, such as shootings in Sandy Hook Elementary School in
2012 and Robb Elementary School in Uvalde Texas in 2022. Children in the US now have
"active shooter drills” alongside traditional fire drills, and some carry bulletproof backpacks.
But when half of the population seems to think that what the country needs is even more
guns and a stronger gun culture, it seems that a national resolution of the problem is a long

way off.

2 Berkowitz, Bonnie; Alcantara, Chris, The  terrible numbers  that grow  with each mass shooting,

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/national/mass-shootings-in-america/, 12.05.2021
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Chunking Practice

ROBFFICHETI2READOM-FY (BFEIERERT) £, AXAhLGEEHLELLS.

ASARRRZERLGNGEREEZE L. BTARAHLRTICELETIHEEFORBEESEVEL &5,
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1t (4)
5. HoHEEDEY (4)
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(5)
7. EIEER (3)

8. EBELTWLS (3)

FTEFA FOERAMEL 1=
(5)

10. | AEA A FhEDEEM (5)
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(6)

13. | KEBZHFOH#EF (5)
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12.

15.
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Vocabulary Practice

EBRICHTRHFELIBZETOERRMIOBATEEFLLS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMLRTICHATHHEEEZEZAFL LS.

density |irreparable| legalize prosecute
prescribe | proponent | enshrined perish
1. | to keep something as if in a holy place

(of a doctor) to say what medical treatment
someone should have

3. | to allow something by law

a person who speaks publicly in support of

4 a particular idea

5 the number of people or things in a place
" | when compared with the size of the place

6. | impossible to repair or make right again

7. | todie, especially in an accident

to officially accuse someone of committing
a crime in a law court

Commenting Practice
TOERIZDOWT, FTOKSIZT1~5TREUEL &S,
1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A ZARKRERLGAL1 DT DOEREEHL. B SARKMAMIRTICENICH LTESDEREZDE
MZER~EL &S,

1. Guns are an effective way to protect your family. 12345

2 The Japanese government should allow people to 1 2345
own a gun.

3 lllegal drug use in Japan is a significant social 1 2345
proem.

4. We should ban smoking and drinking by law. 12345

5 It shquld be illegal for parents to let children play 1 2345
outside unattended.

68



Germany: Safety/Security
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Germany: Some Thoughts on Safety and Security in Germany

Listening Text

When we talk about staying safe and secure, many people in Europe might think
about the United States first. They often see stories about shooting sports, gangs, and crime
in America on their TVs. But what's the situation like in Germany? Well, every country has its
share of violence and crime, especially when alcohol is allowed for people as young as 16
and stronger drinks at 18. Alcohol can make people do things they wouldn't normally do,
leading to accidents. While there are some gangs in certain German cities, it's not as

widespread as in the US. In fact, Germany is considered one of the safest countries globally.

The number of crimes in Germany has actually gone down in recent years, reaching
the lowest level in a while by 2020. And more crimes are getting solved than ever before. In
rankings like the Global Peace Index, Germany ranks pretty high for peacefulness and

security.

Most of the crimes in Germany are minor, like pickpocketing, although there are
occasional cases of more serious violence. It's important to be cautious, especially in
crowded places like festivals where there's a lot of alcohol and relaxed vibes. But speaking
of festivals, Germans really love them! Events like Oktoberfest and Wacken are famous not
just in Germany, but around the world. However, after a tragic incident at the Love Parade
in 2010 where people got hurt, Germany made sure to tighten safety measures for large

events.

Besides festivals, football games are a big deal in Germany. Millions of fans go to
stadiums every weekend to support their teams. Surprisingly, despite what you might read
online, football matches aren't as dangerous as some other events. How come? Well, a big
reason is the work done with fans. Football fans come from all walks of life, and there are

programs in place to support them and address any issues they might face.

These programs, called fan projects, are like youth and social support centers. They
offer a safe place for young people to hang out and deal with problems. They even help
connect young people with other groups in the stadium, creating a sense of community and
support. So, while football matches might seem rowdy, they actually play a part in keeping

people connected and safe.
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Germany: Some Thoughts on Safety and Security in Germany

Safety and security: when thinking of such topics, a reader from Europe would
probably first think of the United States. Shooting sports, gang violence and crime in
America can be seen anywhere on European television. But how does the situation actually
look in Germany? Naturally, violence and crime exist in every country, especially if, as in
Germany, the consumption of alcohol is permitted from 16, and of stronger drinks from 18.
Alcohol lowers inhibitions, so accidents will inevitably happen at any given time. There are
equally gangs existing in some cities, but never at the level reported in the US. No, on the
contrary, Germany is one of the safest countries in the world. The number of criminal
offences fell by around one million in 2020 compared to 2016, to around 5.3 million. 'This
is the lowest level in years, while the proportion of crimes solved reached an all-time high.

In the Global Peace Index, Germany ranked 22nd in peacefulness and 20th in security.

Mostly Germany deals with cases of petty crime, with pickpocketing being the most
common offense, although there are also rare cases of violent crime. It is critical to always
stay safe and cautious in crowds and festivals, especially the big ones with their mix of big
crowds, lots of alcohol and relaxed atmosphere. These are common places for crime, and
one should be careful. But back to massive events. Germans love them and events like
Oktoberfest, Wacken or even the Love Parade are also well-known and popular abroad. It
was the Love Parade that forced Germany to thoroughly revise its concepts and lift safety
measures to a new level. It was a techno parade that took place annually in Berlin from 1989
to 2003, and from 2007 onwards in various locations. An accident occurred during the Love
Parade 2010, where there were injuries and deaths in a mass stampede. A lack of official
regulations for the planning and approval of events was the cause. Since this event, safety
at large events has once again increased, and the first federal states have set up laws to

regulate them.

Now, such events only happen once a year, but Germany has another category of
important events. The biggest event in the country is the hosting of the national football
leagues. In the first division alone, around 13,000,000 spectators travel to the stadiums of
the republic every weekend to support their teams. Not only home games, but also away
games are popular, and it can happen that even teams in the second division arrive with

10,000 fans. Frequently you read on foreign websites to avoid stadiums and football fans,

17ahl der Straftaten in Deutschland sinkt auf Tiefstand, https://www.n-tv.de/panorama/Zahl-der-Straftaten-in-Deutschland-sinkt-auf-
Tiefstand-article23487708.html, last checked 28.02.2023
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but in relation to the number of fans attending, football matches are no more, and actually

rather less dangerous than other events. How did Germany manage that?

Fan work plays a large part in this. Football fans come from the most diverse milieus,
from the unemployed to lawyers, every social group can be found in the stadium and
support "their club” together. Fan work sees itself as a contact for all fans in order to support
the interests of each group. Football is one of the rallying points for young people and a
place where they can be supported while growing up and their problems are taken seriously.
In 1993, the "National Concept for Sport and Security" therefore formulated that fan projects
should be set up in the first three leagues and in the leagues below if a certain number of
football fans regularly attend matches.

Fan projects represent a significant form of youth and social work. They are an
independent youth welfare institution and are thus networked in the municipal youth
welfare structures. They are characterized by close and socio-pedagogical access to the
active fan scenes. They provide young people with a meeting point in their free time, but
also aid them to cope with problems or refer them to specialized agencies and contact
persons. They thus make it possible to reach groups who would otherwise be unable to
seek help and have a precautionary effect on the fan scene. This effect can be undoubtedly
seen in the stadiums of the Republic, where the major prevailing "crime" is the firing of
fireworks in support of the team, which breaks the rules but is supported by large crowds in
the stadium. What's more, it links young people with other groups in the stadium, educates
participants and forms a safety net for young people who might otherwise have gone astray.
Even if the media likes to portray football as dangerous, the ability of sport to integrate
people represents one piece in the big puzzle of security in Germany. All things considered,
Germany is not safer or more dangerous than other countries but utilizes good strategies to

combat common problems.
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Chunking Practice

ROBFRBICHYETIREADM-FY (BFEIBERERT) £, AXALEEHLELELS.
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Vocabulary Practice

EBICHTRHFELIBZETORRMIOBATEEFELLS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMLRTICHATHHEEEZEZAFL LS.

inhibition inevitably offence pickpocketing
spectator milieus aid astray

1. an illegal act; a crime

5 a person who watches an activity, especially a

sports event, without taking part

3. | the act of stopping or slowing down process

away from the correct path or correct way of
doing something

5. | in a way that cannot be avoided

6. | to help or support

the crime of stealing things out of people’s
pockets or bags, especially in a crowd

the people, physical, and social conditions and
8. | events that provide the environment in which
someone acts or lives

Commenting Practice
TOERICOWT, FOL3IC1~5TREUELELS,
1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A SARIRERLGAL 1DFDOEREEHL. B TARMIRTICENICH L TEASTDEREZDE
MZER~EL &S,

1 People-do not have to worry about the safety in a 1 2345
crowd in Japan.

2 More security cameras should be installed on the 1 2345
streets.

3 Japaljese police have better strategies to control 1 2345
massive events.

4 Sports events are good opportunity for different 12345
generations to interact.

3 Strlctgr security check needs to be installed for 1 2345
massive events.
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Medical System Introduction
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US: Medical System
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The US Medical System Listening Text

The US medical system is a strange mix between public and private healthcare. Many
people argue that this system allows the country to produce the best medical science in the
world. But there are some important things to know about how the system works and how

itis paid for.

In the US, patients usually first visit their family doctor, or “GP.” GPs have two main jobs.
First, they treat all kinds of illnesses. Second, they can send their patients to the correct
specialist. A GP must introduce you in order to see a specialist. The same is true for an
orthodontist, or “family dentist.” When the dentist finds a big problem, like cancer, they may

introduce their patient to a specialist.

Getting introduced to a specialist is not all you need. After you see the doctor, you
have to pay for the visit. This is the worst part of the US medical system. Most people spend
about $11,500 on medical care each year. In 2021, 9.2% of the country had no insurance,
and less than 40% had publicinsurance. The goal of private insurance companies is to make
money. Many people either cannot buy good insurance. Many also choose cheap insurance.
Cheap insurance is dangerous, because while the monthly cost is low, the amount of money
you must pay when you use it is very high. The average ambulance ride in the US costs
$1,200, so just one accident can cost a lot of money. Cheap insurance also limits how much
it will pay. Hospitals are also businesses, so they will try to charge as much as possible. As a
result of this system, 19% of US homes in 2021 had medical debt. Black families, families
without college degrees, families with young children, and families in the South were more

likely to be in debt.

How do people deal with this situation? Some use charity or government money.
Some help themselves and their communities. Some look for answers in alternative
medicine. Alternative medicine is a huge business in the US. Americans have been spending
more and more money on crystals, magnets, spiritual objects, and more. They spent 21
billion dollars on it in 2021. There are also religious groups and others who just pray for
health. This is not surprising in a country that is so religious, while also being hurt by this

expensive, money-focused medical system.
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US: The US Medical System

No bones about it: the US medical system is a strange hybrid between public and
private healthcare that is quite different from anything you might find in Europe or Japan.
Many people argue that this unique system, while certainly flawed, allows the country to
produce some of the most cutting-edge medical science in the world. But when it comes to
the experience of most patients in the US, there are some important things to know about
how care is administered and how it is paid for. Also, the way Americans deal with this

system may be surprising.

In Japan, a patient may go directly to the doctor they think is best suited to treating
them. If one has an eye problem, they go to the optometrist; with a skin problem, they go
to the dermatologist. However, in the US, patients usually must first go through their “GP,”
short for “general practitioner.” They are comparable to internists in Japan, but they have
two primary functions: first, to be an entry point for treating all manner of illnesses and
diseases; and second, to identify the need for and provide referral to a specialist. A letter of
referral is often necessary to gain access to specialized treatment; thus, the GP acts like a
kind of gatekeeper. The same can be said of the orthodontist—colloquially referred to as the
“family dentist.” When an orthodontist identifies a major problem, such as signs of cancer

or a need for surgical intervention, they may provide a referral to a specialist.

Gaining access to healthcare in the USA is not as simple as scraping up the proper
referrals: once you receive treatment, you have to pay for it. This is certainly the most
contentious aspect of the US medical system. According to a study by the Center for Disease
Control (CDC) conducted in 2019, the average per-capita national expenditure on
healthcare was just over $11,500." The National Center for Health Statistics reported that in
2021, 9.2% of the population was uninsured, and just under 40% were covered by public
insurance (Medicare, Medicaid, or other programs).? While the goal of government
insurance is to make healthcare affordable, the goal of private insurance is to make money.
This means that many people either cannot afford high-quality insurance or choose a cheap
plan because they think they won't need it. Cheap insurance is dangerous, because while it
usually has low premiums—monthly charges—it often has extremely high deductibles—the
amount of money you must pay in medical expenses each year before the insurance
company will start serving benefits. For example, the minimum deductible for a “high

deductible health plan” is $1,400, meaning that the patient must pay $1,400 each year

! https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/hus/2020-2021/HExpGDP.pdf
2 https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhis/earlyrelease/insur202205.pdf
79



35

40

45

50

before getting any help from insurance.® Most cheap plans will have a much higher
deductible than that, in exchange for lower premiums. That may not seem too extreme, but
when the average ambulance ride costs $1,200, it becomes apparent how one accident can
become a major financial disaster.* To make matters worse, cheap insurance plans will have
extremely high “maximum out-of-pocket costs,” meaning that even once the deductible is
spent, the patient will still potentially be responsible for thousands of dollars in medical
expenses. Hospitals are businesses out to make a profit, too, so they will often carry out extra
tests and procedures to inflate the bill. On top of that, doctors will only accept insurance
from certain private companies. As a result, a whopping 19% of US households in 2021
carried medical debt. According to census data, black families, families without college
degrees, families with children under 5 years old, and families in the South were all at higher

risk of carrying medical debt.®

How do people deal with this situation? Some rely on charity and government support.
Some—especially those who live in rural areas with no local doctors or hospitals—rely on
themselves and their communities. Some look for answers in alternative medicine. Like
hospitals and insurance agencies, alternative medicine is a huge business in the US.
Americans have been spending ever-increasing sums on crystals, homeopathy, magnets,
spiritual tchotchkes, and more: all to the tune of about 21 billion USD in 2021.¢ There are
also faith-healing groups and others who simply pray for health. Perhaps this is all
unsurprising in a country so culturally religious, while also being ravaged by an unaffordable

corporate medical system.

3 https://www.healthcare.gov/high-deductible-health-plan/

4 https://eliteamb.com/how-much-does-an-ambulance-ride-cost/

> https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/04/who-had-medical-debt-in-united-states.html
6 https://www.statista.com/statistics/203972/alternative-medicine-revenue-growth/
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2. <8RS (4)
3. RMahHoHEL DD (3)
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8. MR (4)
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16. | EULVRERM (2)

17. | =IEEERREE (3)

18. | HC&ERELE (3)
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20. | ~DYRIBELEYFL (4)
21. | RBER (2)

22. | EAEABEEMNTTLNS (5)
23. | BELEEERHE (4)

81



Vocabulary Practice

EBRICHTRHFELIBZETOERRMIOBATEEFLLS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMLRTICHATHHEEEZEZAFL LS.

patient optometrist | dermatologist internist
orthodontist | contentious benefits potentially

a person whose job is to correct the
position of the teeth

a doctor who specializes in identifying and
treating diseases

a doctor who studies and treat skin
diseases

a person whose job is examining people’s
4. | eyes and selling glasses or contact lenses
to correct vision problems

5. | aperson who is receiving medical care

benefits" means "money the insurance

6. )
company pays for medical care
7 involving or likely to cause disagreement
" | and argument
8. | possibly

Commenting Practice
TOERIZDOWT, FTOKSIZT1~5TREUEL &S,
1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A SAHERERGHAL1DTDIOERZEHL. B SARALRTICENICHLTESDEREZDE

MZERREL LS,

1. All medical care should be free. 12345
2. | like OTC medicine. 12345
3. Ambulance should be free. 12345
4. Medical benefits should be equal for everyone. 12345
5. We all have equal medical access in Japan. 12345
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Germany: Medical System
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Germany: German Healthcare Listening Text

When we look at different healthcare systems, we often wonder if others might be
better than our own. For instance, on July 1, 2019, NBC asked, "Could the German health
system be a model for the USA?" Germany has the oldest healthcare system globally, and
according to many, it's doing quite well. This is just one of many stories praising the German

healthcare system. But how does it work, and should other countries adopt it?

The German healthcare system is known for having two main types of insurance:
public health insurance (Gesetzliche Krankenkassen) and private health insurance (Private
Krankenkassen). Public health insurance is the main part of the German healthcare system.
It's based on the idea of solidarity, meaning everyone chips in based on their income to
help cover medical costs. These funds are managed by private companies, acting like non-
profit organizations. Almost everyone in Germany is required to have this insurance,
regardless of their health orincome. This ensures that even those with low incomes or health
issues can access basic medical services. Unemployed individuals get healthcare for free,
and kids can be covered under their parents' insurance until they're adults. This system
spreads out the cost of healthcare fairly and ensures everyone gets the care they need.
Private health insurance, on the other hand, is available to people with higher incomes or
who are self-employed. They can choose from different plans that suit their needs and
preferences. Private insurance often comes with perks like private rooms in hospitals or
better dental care. It also typically means faster access to medical services, but it can be
more expensive. This can create inequality in the healthcare system since not everyone can

afford private insurance.

Deciding between public and private insurance can be tricky. Once you switch to
private insurance, it's hard to switch back to public, especially if your income drops. Private
insurance costs can go up as you age or if your health declines. While there are some ways
to switch back to public insurance, it's not always easy. Overall, the German healthcare
system is seen as fair and effective by Germans, but it's hard to copy it to other countries

without changes, as it is based on the specific needs of German citizens
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Germany: German Healthcare

When looking at one's own medical system, we tend to think that the grass is usually
greener on the other side. On 1 July 2019, for example, NBC ran the headline "Is the
German health system a model for the USA? Germany has the oldest health care system in
the world. And it's working."' This reportis one of a long list of news stories about the health
system in Germany. But how does the German health system work, and should other
countries adapt it? The German health care system is known for its dualistic structure. This
is reflected in different insurance models, offering citizens the choice between public health
insurance (Gesetzliche Krankenkassen) and private health insurance (Private

Krankenkassen).

Statutory health insurance funds are the backbone of the German health system.
They are public insurance schemes based on the principle of solidarity and are compulsory
for most of the population. They are financed by social security contributions from
employees and employers, with contributions depending on income. They are run by
private companies who basically work as NPOs and compete against each other for
customers. Every citizen has the right and duty to membership, regardless of age, health
status, or income. This ensures that even people with low incomes or existing health
problems have access to basic medical services. While people with good incomes have to
pay more to support the low-income members, unemployed receive health care for free.
Moreso, children and dependents have the right to participate in their parents or partners
health insurance without additional costs. In the case of children, the age of coverage ends
generally at 18, but can be extended up to 25 in case they are still undergoing primary

education.?

Healthy insured persons finance health care for sick or elderly people with their
contributions. This principle of risk pooling enables a fair distribution of health care costs
and ensures adequate care for all insured persons. In addition, the legislature sets minimum
standards for services that must be offered by the statutory health insurance funds to ensure
that certain medical services are accessible to all the people in the system. While in the past
most of the health insurance providers were chosen based on job backgrounds, recently
laws ensured that people can choose health insurance now, so insurance companies must

compete for customers by extending coverage and offering new services.

! https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/germany-s-health-care-system-model-u-s-n1024491
2 Primary education includes job training or university education up to a master’s degree.

85



35

40

45

50

55

Private health insurance in Germany is available to those who exceed certain income
limits or are self-employed. Such companies are private insurance providers competing in
the market. Insured persons can choose from different tariffs and benefit packages that
meet their individual needs and preferences. This allows the insured to receive additional
benefits such as single room accommodation in hospital, better dental care, or alternative
healing methods. Another advantage of private health insurance is the often faster
availability of medical services. Privately insured persons can usually expect shorter waiting
times and treatments as they usually pay for the visits in advance and are reimbursed later.
Membership in a private health insurance scheme is income-dependent and may depend
on individual health conditions. People with low incomes or existing health problems may
not be able to join a private health insurance scheme or may have to pay high premiums.
This leads to social inequality in the health system. On the other hand, members of SHIs
have to deal with limited resources and high demand for medical care which can lead to

longer waiting times, especially for specialists or for non-life-threatening conditions.

Now, one can ask the legitimate question why one should stay in a state health
insurance at all? This question is easily answered by costs. Once you make the decision to
switch to private insurance, it can be difficult to return to the public system, especially if your
income decreases and falls below the threshold. When you join a private health insurance
plan, your premiums are often based on your age and health status at the time of enrollment.
As you age or if your health deteriorates, the premiums may increase significantly. Now,
returning to the public health insurance system from private health insurance is generally
possible only under specific circumstances, such as becoming an employee with income
below the insurance obligation limit or losing your private health insurance eligibility due to

unemployment, but the process of re-entering the public system can be complicated.

Overall, the German health system is a fair and efficient system to ensure adequate
health care for all citizens. That said, it is based on the specific needs of German citizens,

who are generally willing to support the social system of their country.
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Vocabulary Practice

EBRICHTRHFELIBZETOERRMIOBATEEFLLS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMLRTICHATHHEEEZEZAFL LS.

patient optometrist | dermatologist internist
orthodontist | contentious benefits potentially

a person whose job is to correct the
position of the teeth

a doctor who specializes in identifying and
treating diseases

a doctor who studies and treat skin
diseases

a person whose job is examining people’s
4. | eyes and selling glasses or contact lenses
to correct vision problems

5. | aperson who is receiving medical care

benefits" means "money the insurance

6. )
company pays for medical care
7 involving or likely to cause disagreement
" | and argument
8. | possibly

Commenting Practice
TOERIZDOWT, FTOKSIZT1~5TREUEL &S,
1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A SAHERERGHAL1DTDIOERZEHL. B SARALRTICENICHLTESDEREZDE

MZERREL LS,

1. All medical care should be free. 12345
2. | like OTC medicine. 12345
3. Ambulance should be free. 12345
4. Medical benefits should be equal for everyone. 12345
5. We all have equal medical access in Japan. 12345
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Taboo Introduction
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US: Taboo
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US: “No Politics or Religion at the Dinner Table!” Listening Text

Have you ever heard “No politics or religion at the dinner table”? In the USA, people
often avoid these two topics are. This rule is to protect people’s feelings and avoid stress.
For example, talking about religion can start an argument about LGBT rights. If you never

talk about politics or religion, you can avoid arguments.

However, taboos change all the time. Also, what is not taboo in one place may still
be taboo somewhere else. There is a famous book about this, Purity and Danger. It says that
taboos are created to maintain order. However, people today are becoming more open

about sharing their personal beliefs.

Some examples of changing taboos include drugs, sex, and bad language. They
were all controlled by the law in the past. For example, the comic book industry once tried
to keep all of them out of comics. These taboos come from religion and its influence on US
culture for a long time. For example, religion has tried to stop people from drinking alcohol.
As a result, in 1920 the government banned all alcohol in the country. Of course, people
still drank alcohol in secret. While today there is not much taboo against alcohol, other drugs

become taboo.

Taboos against sex in the US are different from European points of view.
Descriptions of sex are controlled in both places. However, the definition of “sex” is different.
US culture is influenced by the Bible. In the story of Adam and Eve, they are embarrassed of
being naked and make clothing from leaves. In the US, people think that this means humans
must wear clothing to stop sexual desire. As a result, most nudity in the US is thought of as
sexual. While same-sex nudity used to be considered okay, recently even that kind of nudity

is treated by many as sexual.

Taboos against bad language have changed, too. Bad language usually means
words that are anti-religion or related to body functions. Actually, these are called “curse
words,” words with evil magic power. We still say this, even though religion is playing a
smaller part in American life. As culture changes, “bad” words can be seen and heard more
and more, especially in media and on the internet. The government still controls some
language on television, and will block some words by “beeping” them out. But as culture

moves onto the internet, we see and hear more language, and the taboos grow weaker.
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US: “No Politics or Religion at the Dinner Table!”

Have you ever heard the phrase, “No politics or religion at the dinner table”? In the
USA, it is commonly believed that these two topics are off-limits for polite conversation—
despite the fact that they are central to the lives of so many Americans. This rule of etiquette
was established to protect people’s feelings and avoid creating tension. If you talk about
religion, you might start an argument about LGBT rights. If you talk about politics, you might
start a debate about the rights of protestors versus the police. But if you never talk about

politics or religion, there will be little danger of contention.

However, what society considers taboo is constantly changing. Furthermore, what
is no longer considered taboo in one place may still be off-limits elsewhere. Anthropologist
Mary Douglas wrote a famous book about this, Purity and Danger." Her overall argument is
that taboos are created to maintain social order. Ironically, some of her specific examples
feel quaint today—precisely because of how society changes. Similarly, as people are
becoming more open about sharing their personal convictions, the idea of keeping politics

and religion to ourselves seems almost bizarre.

Some examples of changing taboos in American life include drugs, sex, and foul
language. Each of these taboos were once regulated by law and in industry. For example,
in 1954 the comic book industry formed the notorious Comic Book Code Authority to
famously purge these topics from all comics.? These taboos can be connected to religion—
mostly Protestantism—and the broad control it has exerted on culture in the US since before
the country’s founding. For example, the Protestants connected alcohol to a variety of sins
and sought to curtail its consumption in various ways. As a result, in 1920 the US federal
government banned all alcohol in the country, beginning the “Prohibition Era,” which lasted
until 1933. Of course, illicit alcohol was consumed in great quantities throughout the period,
and by pushing production underground, Prohibition actually resulted in a flood of
poisonous drinks containing ethyl alcohol. While little taboo against alcohol remains today,
harder drugs have risen to take its place...although again, many of these drugs are entering

the mainstream now, too.

Taboos against sex are ancient, although they also represent a significant

difference between American and European culture today. Depictions of sex are regulated

! Mary Douglas, Purity and Danger: An Analysis of the Concepts of Pollution and Taboo, Ark Paperbacks: London,
1966.
2 https://www.vox.com/2014/12/15/7326605/comic-book-censorship
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in most modern contexts; however, the definition of what constitutes “sex” is subject to
interpretation. The overwhelming influence of Christian culture throughout the history of
the United States has injected society with the morals of the Bible. In the story of Adam and
Eve, when the titular characters eat the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge, the first thing they do
is feel ashamed of their nakedness and fashion clothing out of fig leaves. One interpretation
of this story is that a fundamental difference between humans and animals is that humans
have self-awareness and can feel ashamed by their nakedness. Another interpretation is that
humans wear clothing to guard against sexual urges. As a result of this belief, nearly all
nudity in the US is treated as sexual. Furthermore, while same-sex nudity, such as in locker
rooms or saunas, used to be considered unproblematic, with the increasing acceptance and
visibility of LGBT people throughout society, even nudity in same-sex contexts is often

treated by many as sexual in nature.

Taboos against foul language have shifted over time as well. Foul language
typically refers to words that are blasphemous (anti-religion) or crude (related to bodily
functions). Indeed, so-called "bad words” are often called “curse words"—words with an evil
magical or religious power. Although the cultural influence of Protestantism in the US is
profound, formal religion is playing a smaller and smaller overt role in American life. This
may be one reason why self-censoring blasphemous language, such as saying “Gosh darn
it],” feels so out of date today. Additionally, as people’s view on language changes, crude
language can also be seen and heard more and more in public places, especially in media
and on the internet. The government still regulates certain kinds of language on television,
for instance, and will censor some words by “bleeping” them out. But as consumer culture
shifts its attentions to the internet, we are exposed to more and more language, and the

taboos grow steadily weaker.
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Chunking Practice

ROBFRBICHYETIREADM-FY (BFEIBERERT) £, AXALEEHLELELS.

ASARRRZRLGNLEREEZE L. BTARALRTICELETHIEEBORBEEEVEL &S,

ABELLWREELTEFELLONATLS
(4)

2. | BETHAIuhhDHBT (3)

CDIFr Yy bDIL—ILIXFEIL ST
(6)

4. | BRZERTDH=H (3)
5. | HEHMFEHRET S (4)

6. | SEATEEHMALLELLNS (3)
FSITHENEDISICEIELTEEME
WS HEHBIZK->T (6)
BAWGESFEF—TIC (X)) 5
(4)

9. | REAEFTFVWRIDIZEZS (3)

TOTRE Y MEITNIA—ILERLLGELE
U2 (7)

1. | TEBEEFR] OrFEY (4)

12. | EEZHTITEWNDSIET (4)

13. | RELGEWVWZRET S (4)

14. | EIBROKMNH D (4)

15. | HRIZEEDEIFILZEALTER (9)
16. | RTHAHZELEMIMNLIRELS (5)
17. | AEIZIZEER#ELHD (3)

18. | HHEEA LB EFH=HIZ (5)

19. | FAEOX—KF TEZ (5)

20. | BRREEBICEILLTER (4)

B EFELGREIFEAEANELLLT
L3 (8)

22. | FRENnIZELON D (5)
23. | E-EWSEZEHLTEEAT S (3)
24. | R T—IE/EEIC B/LLAGE->TWWS (5)

10.

21.
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Vocabulary Practice

EBRICHTRHFELIBZETOERRMIOBATEEFLLS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMLRTICHATHHEEEZEZAFL LS.

etiquette quaint purge illicit
constitute fashion acceptance curse

to remove people from an organization, because
1. | their opinions or activities are unacceptable to the
people in power

to make or shape something, especially with your
2. | hands to make or shape something, especially
with your hands

3. | to make up the parts of something

the formal rules of correct or polite behavior in

4. .
soclety
5. | notallowed by the law
6 not rejecting something or allowing it to become
" | partofsociety n
7 attractive in an unusual or old-fashioned way,
" | often considered out of date
8 a rude or offensive word or phrase that some

people use when they are very angry

Commenting Practice
TOERIZDOWT, FTOKSIZT1~5TREUEL &S,
1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A TARRERGAL1DTDOEREEHL. B SARAMIRTICENICH L TESDEREZDE
MZER~FEL &S,

1 It is dlfﬂcult to discuss political issue with other 1 2345
University Students.

2. | do not mind openly share my convictions. 12345

3 ?Japanese people tend to have closed-mind on “sex 1 2345
images.

4 Young people use more foul language than older 1 2345
generation.

5 It is important follow social etiquette to interact 1 2345
various kinds of people.
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Germany: Taboo

FRILD-2JU—KRYE - JL—brT1E Y= Adolf Friedrich Ludwig Knigge - (&
MTZREILT - TFAANT - 9=Z957) [F. FAYDER, JUV—2A—V o, #HETFETH
Y. 1788 FEICHiRENI=K K [Uber den Umgang mit Menschen ABIZEHT] THRE &
CHIBNTWET, Vv H5SDEZEF, #XEOIF7y b, TFH—. HABRIZOVLTD
BENGEHA FTHY ., SETFLHRDBZZEEIC, BEZINAETYIVIRITH-HDOE
BHGT PN RZRELTVEY ., [TAMEXRN] X, EVWERICETE—EDFHEL
THEEINTEY. KEOIFT7 Yy boT7—JILTF—hmh5, FLRO— FOREBOEDIE
LLMEDZEWVWET, RICSESTELRFEY VI OVWTHELELHEETEXDIFEEHT M
BERBHTWEY, /2y 70, =& ABTEHICETIBETBICEDE, EAM - BEHL
RRICBEWTHRM, HEEE, ILHZ2EALSEBE, LHOHREOHRBRETEUELS, 18
HicEFE NS 19 HIEMEIINT T, COEEMGRAIEEERNET K/ ZAT—0 v
ETDHSRBOXIEMEE ZHE L. BREETLFHESIAKTTOET,
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Germany: Behavioural Guidelines in Germany, Knigge-

Etiquette and its Strange History Listening Text

In Germany, tipping at restaurants or hotels isn't mandatory, but it's a good idea to
do so if you've received good service. Normally, people give around five to ten percent of
the bill, depending on how much they spent and how well they were looked after. At the
very least, it's common to round up the bill to the next euro. This tipping tradition is widely
known in Germany, but where did it come from? Did it evolve naturally, or was it influenced
by the economy like in the US? Well, if you ask anyone in Germany, they'd likely say, "Check
the Knigge."

"Knigge" refers to the book Uber den Umgang mit Menschen (On Human
Relations) written by the German author Adolph Freiherr von Knigge. This book outlines
good manners for various situations and has been updated over time, remaining relevant
today. Knigge emphasized the importance of adapting to people's personalities and
situations without being fake or flattery. Knigge had his reasons for writing this book. After
causing trouble as a court squire, he found himself compelled to marry a lady-in-waiting he
had teased. His discontent with meaningless rules at court led to this humorous but
consequential event. Published in 1788, Knigge's work is not just about etiquette but about
how to communicate based on Enlightenment ideals, emphasizing morality and worldly
wisdom. Despite being attributed to Knigge, later authors added etiquette rules to the book,

making it a bestseller with new editions adding more rules.

In 2004, Moritz Freiherr Knigge, a descendant, published "Spielregeln - wie wir
miteinander umgehen sollten" (Rules of the Game - How We Should Treat Each Other), a
modern update of the classic. This cemented Knigge's status as the go-to reference for
etiquette in Germany. However, whether one finds these tips useful or not is subjective.
German society seeks guidelines, and Knigge provides them, especially in professional
settings. Yet, some rules seem outdated and contentious today. Ultimately, whether one
follows these rules or not, polite and respectful behavior towards others remains timeless

and crucial, especially in Germany, where people are known for their directness and honesty.
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Germany: Behavioural Guidelines in Germany, Knigge-
Etiquette and its Strange History

In Germany, tipping in a restaurant or hotel is not a must, but you should still tip if
the service is good. When you go to a restaurant, you generally give five to ten per cent,
depending on the amount of the bill and service received. The minimum you should do is
to round the bill to the next Euro. Everyone in Germany knows this rule, but why? Who
decided this and why? Did the rule just develop naturally from experience? Did the
economy have influence like it is the case in the US? In Germany anyone would give a similar

answer: "Look it up in the Knigge."

"Knigge" is the name of the work Uber den Umgang mit Menschen - On Human
Relations, by the German writer Adolph Freiherr von Knigge. The book sets out good
manners in all conceivable situations. Knigge has been constantly updated since it was
written and is thus still of great importance today. By human Relations' he means the art of
"conforming to people's temperaments, insights and inclinations without being false; of
being able to tune oneself unceremoniously into the tone of any company without losing

either peculiarity of character or condescending to low flattery" 1.

Knigge had good reasons for writing this book. After completing his studies, he
was hired as a court squire, but was thrown out as a troublemaker. In 1773 he had to marry
a lady-in-waiting after playing a trick on her. Henriette von Baumbach used to secretly take
off her tight shoes under the table. Annoyed by the meaningless behavior rules of the local
court, Knigge had stolen one of these shoes and served it on a silver platter. The lady found

this public exposure of herself so unamusing that she forced Knigge into marriage.

In 1788, Knigge published his most famous work, “On Human Relations”. Contrary
to popular belief today, the book is by no means a book on etiquette; rather, a collection of
"rules of manners" on how to communicate influenced by the ideals of the Enlightenment,

which Knigge defines as follows:

1 die Kunst des Umgangs mit Menschen — eine Kunst, die oft der schwache Kopf, ohne darauf zu studieren, viel
besser erlauert als der verstindige, weise, witzreiche; die Kunst, sich bemerkbar, geltend, geachtet zu machen,
ohne beneidet zu werden; sich nach den Temperamenten, Einsichten und Neigungen der Menschen zu richten,
ohne falsch zu sein; sich ungezwungen in den Ton jeder Gesellschaft stimmen zu kénnen, ohne weder
Eigentiimlichkeit des Charakters zu verlieren, noch sich zu niedriger Schmeichelei herabzulassen. Adolph Freiherr

Knigge, Uber den Umgang mit Menschen. Dritte Auflage,
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"If the rules of manners are not to be mere prescriptions of a conventional
politeness, or even of a dangerous policy, they must be founded on the doctrines of the
duties which we owe to all kinds of men and may in turn demand from them. - That is to say,
a system, whose cornerstones are morality and worldly wisdom, must underlie it." Today,
Knigge is regarded in Germany as the herald of fine table manners, but actually other
authors added such rules of etiquette to the book, which was already popular at the time.
The work became a bestseller and new rules were added to every edition. In 2004, Moritz
Freiherr Knigge, a descendant of Knigge, published "Spielregeln - wie wir miteinander
umgehen sollten" (Rules of the Game - How We Should Treat Each Other), a modern version
of the classic which cemented the title of Knigge as the most important reference work on

etiquette.

How relevant and useful one considers these tips is something everyone must
decide for themself. Nonetheless, German society is looking for guidelines and Knigge
makes this possible. Especially in a professional context, it is certainly useful to have a code
of generally acceptable behavior to which one can adhere. However, times change quickly.
Many rules today seem very outdated and quite controversial. The extent to which one
wants to follow the rules of etiquette in other areas of life should therefore be determined
by each individual. For example, according to the new etiquette suggested by Knigge,
"Gesundheit” (Bless you!) was supposed to be replaced, as it put too much attention on the
person who sneezed, and the new rule expected a quiet apology from the sneezer. The
intention behind the change made sense but German society didn't accept the changes and
just came back to the old ways. In the end, however, one thing is certain. Regardless of
whether one follows the "experts" or only one's own feelings, polite and respectful behavior
towards one another is timeless and important. Moreso in Germany, where people not only
will be upset about your behavior and talk behind your back, but will tell you their thoughts

directly to your face.
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Chunking Practice

ROBXRFBICHLTIREOM-FY (BFEIBERERT) £, AXhSREHLEFLLS.

ASAHRRERGALBARFEEEL. BSARAHRTICERLETIREORREEVEL &5,

ABELLWREELTRELLOATWS
(4)

2. | BETHBICHLMDDHET (3)

CDIFH5Yy bFDIL—ILITFEIL ST
(6)

4. | BiRZE(TH=8 (3)
5. | HEMFEHERT D (4)

6. | SEATEEHMALLELLONS (3)
FSIHENEDLSICEIELTEEME
WS HERBIZK->T (6)
BAWGEFEA—TUIC (X)) ¥5
(4)

9. FEAETFWELDIZARZS (3)

TATFREYMETZILA—IILEHRLEEL
D= (7)

M. | TEBEERAR] O®rFEY (4)

12. | £EZHTIZTEWNNLSZET (4)

13. | KELEVWEEMT S (4)

14. | [FBRORMMNHD (4)

15. | HRIZEEDEIFILZEALTER (9)
16. | RTHA I EZMIMNLLRELS (5)
17. | ANEIZIZEERE I, HS (3)

18. | HHMEEIA LB EFH=HIZ (5)

19. | RIEDOX—F TEZ (5)

20. | BRR&EEDITEILLTER (4)

BN SFRRBENFEAEANSCEST
L% (8)

22. | RKENIZEL oM D (5)
23. | E-EWSEZEHLTEEAT S (3)
24. | A T—[FEEIZ FE<LE-oTWLWS (5)

10.

21.
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Vocabulary Practice

EBRICHTRHFELIBZETOERRMIOBATEEFLLS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMLRTICHATHHEEEZEZAFL LS.

etiquette quaint purge illicit
constitute fashion acceptance curse

to remove people from an organization, because
1. | their opinions or activities are unacceptable to the
people in power

to make or shape something, especially with your
2. | hands to make or shape something, especially
with your hands

3. | to make up the parts of something

the formal rules of correct or polite behavior in

4. .
soclety
5. | notallowed by the law
6 not rejecting something or allowing it to become
" | partofsociety n
7 attractive in an unusual or old-fashioned way,
" | often considered out of date
8 a rude or offensive word or phrase that some

people use when they are very angry

Commenting Practice

TOERIZDOWT, FTOKSIZT1~5TREUEL &S,

1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A SARRERLGENAS1DTOEREZEHL. B SARMAILRTICENICH LTESOEREZDOE
BHERNEL &£ I,

1 It is dlfﬂcult to discuss political issue with other 1 2345
University Students.

2. | do not mind openly share my convictions. 12345

3 ?Japanese people tend to have closed-mind on “sex 1 2345
images.

4 Young people use more foul language than older 1 2345
generation.

5 It is important follow social etiquette to interact 1 2345
various kinds of people.
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Leisure Introduction
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BRADHZHS LY., BIDAEFHEZRLALY., XEHNGA A MISM
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US: Leisure
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US: A Nation of Couch Potatoes? Listening Text

Americans relax by watching TV, playing computer and video games, socializing,
thinking, sports and exercise, reading, and other activities. In 2020, adults spent about 5.5
hours a day relaxing. And what did they do the most? They watched television. TV watching
has changed a lot the 1950s. TVs then were black and white, had round glass screens, and

were made of wood. Of course, the technology is not the only thing that has changed.

In the Golden Age of television (1948-59), most shows were made live. There were
a lot of music and sports shows. These were cheaper to make than scripted television.

"Variety shows” with singers, comedians, and dancers, were popular.

Later, videotape made it possible to record shows in advance. This helped the TV
industry make a lot of money. At the same time, the government had to make laws about
what could be on TV. This included stopping violence, sex, drugs, and other things from

being shown. This was supposed to protect children from seeing inappropriate content.

These laws were weakened in the 1980s by President Ronald Reagan. One of the
results was that children saw much more advertising on TV. People who grew up in the

1980s saw many cartoons whose main purpose was to sell toys.

Of course, the story does not end in the 1980s. In the early 2000s, there started to
be more television dramas made like movies. They told complex stories. This was partly
because big-screen TVs made watching TV at home like going to the movie theatre. After
this came highspeed internet and streaming videos. In 2021, movie and TV streaming
websites made up 26% of all viewing in the US. Now, several streaming companies create
their own TV shows and movies. Most of these shows will never be on regular TV or in a
movie theatre. Being able to watch whatever you want, whenever you want, is more

convenient than traditional TV.

Digital streaming has changed how people watch TV in important ways. Everyone
used to watch the same few shows. Even with lots of channels on cable and satellite TV,
television events could still get 50 to 100 million viewers. Now, there are streaming services
for documentaries, horror films, art films, anime, and more. Everyone is watching something
different, and people share fewer national TV experiences. Also, with media on the internet,
people now can watch months of a TV show in just a few days. Shows are now made with
those people in mind. Audiences are expected to sit through several episodes at a time to

get the best experience.
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US: A Nation of Couch Potatoes?

The Bureau of Labor Statistics divides US leisure time into categories of watching
TV, playing computer and video games, socializing, relaxing and thinking, sports and
exercise, reading, and other activities. In 2020, adults spent an average of about 5.5 hours
a day doing leisure activities. And what did Americans do more than anything else to relax?
They watched television—up to three hours a day, on average.' TV watching habits have
changed dramatically since the “boob tube” first started to be found in American homes in
the 1950s.2 TVs back then were black and white, had rounded glass screens, and were
housed in large wooden cabinets. Of course, the physical television set was not the only

thing that was different about TV back then.

In the Golden Age of television (1948-59), most shows were broadcast live, and
there were a lot of music and sports programs, as well as religious and educational lectures.?
These were much cheaper and easier to produce than scripted television. Many channels
would also stop broadcasting late at night. Either way, the “variety show,” in which a host
would introduce singers, comedians, dancers, and other acts, became very popular.
Although variety shows have regained some popularity around the world in the form of

talent shows, they will never become mainstream like they once were.

Once videotape made it possible to record complex shows in advance, it began to
become a very profitable industry. At the same time, it has been necessary for the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) to regulate interstate transmissions. Many aspects of
TV have been regulated, including censoring graphic violence, nudity and sex, drug use,
and other anti-social issues. The regulations are supposed to protect the vulnerable—like

children—from seeing inappropriate or dangerous messaging.

FCC regulation was throttled in the 1980s by a man by the name of Ronald Reagan.
President Reagan ran a crusade against “big government” and “red tape.”* One of the
consequences of this deregulation was reducing advertising restrictions during children’s
programming. As a result, people who grew up in the 1980s were hit by a barrage of cartoon

shows whose primary purpose was to sell toys. This change still reverberates today: media

1 https://www.bls.gov/opub/ted/2021/time-spent-in-leisure-and-sports-activities-increased-by-32-minutes-per-
day-in-2020.htm

2 0ld televisions used a cathode tube (75 ™7 > &) to make the pictures. People also thought that watching too
much TV would make you stupid, or a “boob.” Thus, the colorful nickname, “boob tube.”

3 https://www.britannica.com/art/television-in-the-United-States

4 https://open.lib.umn.edu/mediaandculture/chapter/15-2-government-regulation-of-media/
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companies now regularly pander to young adults by remaking the TV shows and movies of

their childhoods.

Of course, the story does not end in the 1980s. In the early 2000s, there was a surge
in cinematic television telling complex stories over multiple seasons. This was partly due to
the invention of widescreen televisions, which made home viewing more comparable to
going to a movie theatre. This trend set the stage for what would come with the advent of
highspeed internet: streaming videos. In 2021, movie and TV streaming services accounted
for 26% of all viewing in the US.®> Now, several streaming companies develop their own TV
shows and movies—most of which will never be broadcast on TV or in a movie theatre. But
the benefits of streaming seem to outweigh the drawbacks: being able to watch whatever
you want, whenever you want, is much more convenient than waiting for your program to

come on the TV.

The shift to digital streaming has changed viewing habits in significant ways. People
used to just watch the one show that all of their neighbors were. The introduction of a
surplus of channels on cable and satellite TV already introduced diversity, but television
events could still attract upwards of 50 to 100 million viewers. Now, with a streaming service
for every niche interest—-from documentaries, to horror films, to independent media, to
anime, etc.—everyone is watching something different, and television broadcasts are
becoming less and less shared national experiences. In addition, with media on demand,
people now “binge” entire seasons, or even years’ worth of shows, in just a few long sittings.
Some shows are even designed with binge-watchers in mind, expecting audiences to sit

through multiple episodes at a time to get the best experience.

5 https://www.forbes.com/sites/bradadgate/2021/06/17/nielsen-streaming-video-audience-share-is-higher-
than-broadcast-tv/?sh=3078a0272c0e
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Chunking Practice

ROBFRBICHYETIREADM-FY (BFEIBERERT) £, AXALEEHLELELS.

ASARRRZRLGNLEREEZE L. BTARALRTICELETHIEEBORBEEEVEL &S,
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5 BAlZ 1 BEHH 5.5 BRI ZRIBEEICE

‘ HLTWS (10)
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4 f?ﬁ*@#&ﬁ*vhtmwehfut
6

5. 5N, BEICHIESNT: (6)
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ENLHEFERICEDIILEIFEHEVESS
(5)

8. FEEICIRBEEDTNEEICHES (5)

9. MZzFLCHREZRFNT S (3)

10. BLIBZEDALETSD (3)
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13. TZADRIZHT =Nt (6)
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(5)

15. HE&ICOET S (4)
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(5)

18. BLEREICITS S EICE®T S (7)
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21. REDEEBELEAT- (3)
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(7)
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20.

24.

25.
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Vocabulary Practice

EBRICHTRHFELIBZETOERRMIOBATEEFLLS,
ASAHRIRERGALEREZEL. BTARKMLRTICHATHHEEEZEZAFL LS.

broadcast censor inappropriate restriction
surge invention significant binge

examine officially and suppress unacceptable

prats of it
5 a limiting condition or measure, especially a legal
"~ | one
3. | indulge in an activity, especially eating or drinking

4. | to send out programs on television or radio

sufficiently great or important to be worthy of

> attention

6. | notsuitable in the circumstances

7 the action of inventing something, typically a
" | process or device

8. a sudden powerful forward or upward movement

Commenting Practice

TOERIZDOWT, FTOKSIT1~5TREUEL &S,

1: Absolutely no, 2: No, 3: Not sure, 4: Yes, 5: Absolutely yes.

A TARRERLENS1 DT D2EREZEHRL. B SARAMLRTIZEFNIZH LTEPDEREZFDE

MZER~FEL &S,

| have friends whom | can enjoy the same hobby

1. 12345
together.

2 I have qnlme friends whom | can regularly spend the 1 2345
leisure time.

3. Club activates are important to find life-long friends. | 1 2 3 4 5

4. | regularly watch shows on streaming. 12345

5. | prepare to spend time alone. 12345
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Germany: Leisure

BEEBH DA ER (Sonntagsruhe)l&., LIEFLIEREBEMEN, HRPOERAL G
PREIZEVWTREVERZFHE >TWET, ZEDEMICIRS LE-BEBOKRRIL,
BE. BENERECDAE, BEDLEOICERSIN-BZEKT 5, ¥URX MK
Tl&, HEAZ#HASEHAZRELZER. 7THBIZKALE WS EZOWEEH LI,
RKEEAFORELTRHEINTLEY, 2LDF YR MEICEL-T, HEBRZ
KEBELTFEIEIE, REMNGAFICEELZY., REOLBTIALBILLE:
Y, EEOZTDOMOHBHEETEZEALVTEIILICHYVET, HELEFTDOEER
MAotIYEESh, AR, HBHN., TLTHERNGREZT OHETHLH D,

REMBEREWNEZTTHELS, BEBOAKRREVSBZEFEFTLOEECPHEER
HICLEEZEZTLET., 2<DETIX. BEBIZEETEDONEKRER LS
n, EECHMEEFIAREL. FEENC DBV EY, RkEBILLYTEDE
JICEHONTVET . COEHIE. FBEEORELT -V - 547 - NFUR
DREZBHELEFBEHOHSREICERMNTIL—IYNHYFET ., BEHBOKRR
EVSERIEFE. RIR. A2 =T ~DSM., ABAOEREOEERZHFAL. BEA
NIDICKREZEZ, WBVCRABEOHRALED OGN LIREZEFCETHEZEBETILE
MZEEFLTVET,
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Germany: Sunday rest: Exploring its meaning for Germans

Listening Text

At the core of German culture lies a concept known as Sonntagsruhe, or "Sunday
rest," which holds significant meaning for many Germans. It represents not only a day of
relaxation but also a deep respect for tradition and community values. However, opinions

about Sunday rest vary, with some cherishing it while others wish to abolish it altogether.

The origins of Sunday rest can be traced back to Germany's religious heritage,
particularly in Christianity, where Sunday is revered as a day of worship and rest, mirroring
the biblical concept of God resting after creating the world. This religious tradition has
merged with social norms over time, forming the foundation of Sunday rest in Germany.
Article 139 of the German constitution safeguards Sunday and recognized holidays as days
of relaxation from labor and spiritual growth, a concept echoed in other countries like the
United States, Canada, Austria, Norway, and Poland. In the past, strict laws regulated
Sunday activities, with shops closed and non-essential activities prohibited. Although these
regulations have softened over time, certain rules still apply, such as designated rest periods,
typically from 10 pm to 6 or 7 am on weekdays and all day on Sundays. Activities that disrupt
peace, like loud music or lawn mowing, are discouraged, and neighbors may report

excessive noise to the police.

Even with evolving rules, the essence of Sunday rest remains influential in modern
German society. It serves as a sanctuary for relaxation and leisure, fostering family
gatherings, outdoor activities, and cultural events. This shared experience strengthens
bonds within families and communities and embodies the concept of Gemdtlichkeit,
emphasizing comfort, cosiness, and belonging. Additionally, Sunday rest offers a reprieve
from consumerism, promoting experiences over material possessions. However, debates
persist about the necessity of maintaining strict Sunday regulations in a globalized and
technologically advanced world. Some advocate for flexibility, allowing limited exceptions
for essential services, while others emphasize the importance of preserving the sanctity of

Sunday rest to promote mindfulness and intentional living.

Despite these debates, various factors, including cultural traditions and positive
associations with family time, continue to uphold Sunday rest in German society. Even
cultural events like football matches benefit from the allure of limited Sunday activities,
enhancing their appeal to the population. Thus, while the discussion about Sunday rest

evolves, its cultural significance remains deeply ingrained in German society.
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Germany: Sunday rest: Exploring its meaning for Germans

At the heart of German culture lies a concept that embodies not only a day of rest,
but also a deep-rooted reverence for tradition and community. Sonntagsruhe - "Sunday
rest" - holds a special place in the hearts and minds of many Germans, symbolising a
balance between work, leisure, and family life; while others would do anything to end it

once and for all.

The roots of Sunday rest can be traced back to Germany's religious heritage. In
Christianity, which has been a fundamental aspect of German culture and influenced its
history through the centuries, Sunday is seen as a day of worship and rest. This tradition has
its origins in the biblical notion of a day of rest to commemorate the day on which God
rested after the creation